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COMPLICIT 
or COMMITTED?
Are you part of the problem or the solution?



S T U D I E S  I N  N E H E M I A H

F E B R U A R Y  1 7 ,  2 0 2 4 2

Three Critical Life-Truths
• God is always at work, in every generation, pursuing His 

mission of redemption and the revelation of His name. 

• God is always looking for those whose hearts are aligned 
with His and whose highest priority is to fulfill His ambitions. 

• God will always fully committed to the success of those who 
are available and who will step out in faith.
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Nehemiah 2
• Nehemiah’s appeal to the king  (2.1-3) 

• Nehemiah’s requests of the king  (2.4-10) 

• Nehemiah’s inspection of the walls  (2.11-15) 

• Nehemiah’s exhortation to the leaders  (2.16-18) 

• Nehemiah’s response to the intimidation  (2.19) 

• Nehemiah’s validation of his calling  (2.20)
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Day after day, week, after week, month after month, 
year after year — everyone got used to living at a 
level that was insufficient to fulfill the purposes of 
God and bring glory to His name.
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Like the people of Jerusalem, we have 
become comfortable and content with 
a broken representation of the 
purposes of God!
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Nehemiah had wealth, power, and influence— 
but his heart wasn’t in it. His heart was back in 
Jerusalem where the redemptive purposes of God 
were centered. Where is your heart? 
What is your treasure?
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Moving the work of God forward—

• A reliance on prayer. Nehemiah knew that the root 
spiritual issues (sin and disobedience) needed to 
be dealt with (confession), and he knew that the 
king’s heart needed to be brought under the 
sovereign will of God. Spiritual issues can only 
addressed and accomplished through prayer.
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• A vision to make a difference. Nehemiah was a cupbearer 
who requested the opportunity to rebuild a city. There is 
no indication that he had any such experience, but he 
had a dream and a vision, and the belief that God could 
use him to make a difference.
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• A belief in the favor of God. God’s favor is rooted in His 
faithfulness to His promises. He favors those who are 
surrendered to His will (Mary) and are willing to step out 
in faith (Noah). He will always back up His word and the 
person who trusts in His faithfulness.
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• A confidence that God would ensure his success. Two things 
grow confidence: prayer and the promises of God. Nehemiah 
prayed four months: building faith, revisiting the covenant 
promises of God, and asserting the will of God over the 
impossibilities of moving ahead with his vision for returning 
to rebuild the walls. At that point, he was confident that God 
would come through for him.
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• A refusal to be intimidated by opposition. The adversary will 
always oppose the work of God going forward. This is where 
the people of Israel often failed. The adversary will always 
seek to create fear, doubt, discouragement. He hates faith 
and obedience. Nehemiah refused to be intimidated or back 
down; he knew that God was for him and that he could count 
on God to defend him.
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Part of the problem or part of the solution?

• Even just one block! In all of Jerusalem, there was no one with 
vision to see the disgrace, no one with initiative to take action, 
no one courageous enough to face the opposition, no one 
determined to try and make a difference. It is better to have 
attempted something for God and have failed, than to have 
never attempted anything at all. God never ever rewards 
negligence, but He always honors faith (Hebrews 11.6).


