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CHOOSE GREATNESS #4              Pastor David Staff 
 

Courageous Faith: the trust of servants 
Mark 4:35-5:20 

 

 ‘Tis the season, I’m afraid, to BE afraid.  And no, I’m not actually referring to the COVID 

pandemic, as sobering as that might be.  I’m actually talking about Halloween.  Here in Ames, 

Beggar’s Night is Saturday from 6-8 PM. 

 But ‘tis the season when Hollywood beckons us to watch their latest horror movie.  Insurance 

companies feature ads with young adults making bad choices to hide among the hanging chain-saws 

rather than get away in the running car.  We’re to celebrate and have fun over Halloween!  

• History suggests it’s roots found in the soil  of an ancient Celtic festival (Ireland), perhaps 2,000 years 
old, of Samhain.  Ancient Celts believed that on the night of October 31 -- before the new year – it was 
important to celebrate Samhain with bonfires and acts of worship to the Celtic deities, for protection from the ghosts 
of the dead what would return to earth on that day. 

• In the eighth century, Pope Gregory III designated November 1 (the day after) as a time to honor all 
saints.  He called it “All Saints Day.”  

• But in time All Saints Day incorporated some of the traditions of Samhain , which meant it became 
known as All Hallows Eve, and later Halloween.  

• Over time, Halloween evolved into a day of activities like trick -or-treating, carving jack-o-lanterns, 
festive gatherings, donning costumes and eating treats. i 

 
We see our modern decorations.  Ghosts dancing around trees, carved pumpkins (some 

happy, some frightful), witches and goblins suspended in mid-air, skeletons hanging from trees, 

zombies with ghoulish, gashed faces stalking the living.  A fascination – perhaps playful – with the 

aura of death and graves and spirits. 

It’s a time when we are supposed to be afraid.  In the movie Halloween Sheriff Leigh Bracket 

tells Laurie Strode, “It’s Halloween; everyone’s entitled to one good scare.”ii 

Fear is an interesting experience; on most days we avoid it like the plague.  We are told 
 
Fear is a natural, powerful, and primitive human emotion. It involves a universal biochemical response as well 

as a high individual emotional response. Fear alerts us to the presence of danger or the threat of harm, whether 

that danger is physical or psychological.  Sometimes fear stems from real threats, but it can also originate from 

imagined dangers.iii 

 
 But when we are afraid, our heart races, adrenalin spikes exponentially increasing our 

alertness.  Whether it’s a snake, or thinking about the future, or boarding a plane, or the presence of 

a crowd, fear quickly shouts, “You can’t handle this…run (if you can) to safety.” 

https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/samhain
https://www.verywellmind.com/an-overview-of-the-types-of-emotions-4163976
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 So why would God ever allow any of us to be in a frightening, fearful situation?  May I direct 

your attention to Mark’s Gospel, chapter 4, verse 35.iv 

Mark 4:35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” 36 And leaving 
the crowd, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was.  And other boats were with him. 37 And a great 
windstorm arose, and the waves were breaking into the boat, so that the boat was already filling. 38 But he was in 
the stern, asleep on the cushion. And they woke him and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are 
perishing?”  
 

39 And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was 
a great calm. 40 He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? (deiloi) Have you still no faith?” (‘not yet you have 

faith’)41 And they were filled with great fear (fobo) and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind 
and the sea obey him?”  
 

Some observations: 
 

(1)  These are men in training.  They are listening to Jesus (timely truth) and watching Jesus 
(timely help)…and all the while they are in servant-training.  He is training them to be servant-
leaders, because someday, God’s people will be listening to them and watching them and 
following them.   
 

(2) The Lord Jesus put them in that situation – in his 1715 hymn “I Sing the Mighty Power of 
God,” v Isaac Watts 3rd verse affirms an important Biblical truth: 

 

There’s not a plant or flower below,  
but makes Thy glories known, 

And clouds arise, and tempests blow, 
by order from Thy throne. 

 

(3) They are overwhelmed by their circumstances.  You understand that these men are not 
rookies on the water.  But in this derecho, their sea skills are no match for what they are 
facing.   
 

(4) They are perplexed at their Master’s apparent disinterest.  In fact, more than perplexed.  
Irritated, if not angered, is more like it.  “Their cry,” writes Lane,” carries a sharp tone of 
rebuke.”vi Teacher, are we to drown for all you care? 
 

Mary and Martha (John 11:21,32) had the very same frustration with Jesus when their brother 
died.  “Lord, IF you had been here, our brother would not have died.”  Translation…You 
weren’t here when we needed you. How could you let this happen?  Why didn’t you do 
something? 
 

(5) The disciples’ perspective was wrong.  By wrong, I mean, grossly incorrect.  Alan Cole nails 
it: “It was the disciples’ idea that they were perishing; not the Lord’s.”vii  In fact, even though it 
looked and felt like it, they were not perishing, but they were being tested. 
 

(6) Every moment, and in the moment, the Lord was in control.  4:39 And he awoke and rebuked 
the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm.   
 

Do not miss the word “rebuked.”  Mark chooses this descriptor carefully.  In a moment, Jesus’  

sovereign word of authority muzzles the threatening forces of nature.  There wasn’t a moment in all of  
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the raging circumstances that He was not in control. 

• These men are in training 

• The Lord Jesus put them in that situation 

• They are overwhelmed in their own ability by their circumstances 

• They are frustrated at their Master’s apparent, in explicable disinterest 

• They are grossly incorrect in their assessment of what is really happening 

• The Lord was always actually in control 

 
(7) He calls out their cowardice.  Your translation reads, “Why are you so afraid?”  But Jesus 

does not use the normal word for fear ().  He uses the word for “coward” ()  The 
same word Paul uses when he says to Timothy “God has given us NOT a spirit of 
cowardice…” (2 Timothy 1:7). 

 
A “coward” is a person who lacks the courage to face a challenge, or endure dangerous 

circumstances.   It is fear which prevents taking a risk, fear that results in running away.  Fear that 

forgets God. And so the Lord follows with “Not yet do you have faith?” 

• Young David had courageous faith.  Have you ever noticed that when he faced Goliath, 
rather than waiting for Goliath to come after him, David ran toward Goliath (cf. 1 Samuel 17:48) 

• Queen Esther had courageous faith.  With the possibility of the extinction of the Jewish 
nation hanging in the balance, she took bold steps with King Ahasuerus…resulting in the 
execution of her enemy (Esther 7) 

• Daniel had courageous faith.  It was illegal to pray, so he kept on praying 3 times a day just 
as he always had, knowing he would be thrown to the lions.  He was even as he watched the 
angels of God shut the lions’ mouths all night long (Daniel 6:21-24). 

• Paul repeatedly appeals to Timothy – especially in these last days -- to reject cowardice and 
embrace courageous faith. 

 
2 Timothy1:6  ...fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands, 7 for 

God gave us a spirit not of cowardice but of power and love and self-control.  8 Therefore do not be 

ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel 

by the power of God,   2 Timothy 2:3 Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.  2 Timothy 4: 5 As for 

you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

 

What’s the point of this incredible story on the sea of Galilee? 
 

Greatness is being a servant-in-training learning to 
trust courageously the control of the Master. 

 

 And yet, what happened on the sea was just lesson one.  What happened next, on shore, was  

lesson two. 

Mark 5:1 They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. 2 And when Jesus had stepped out 
of the boat, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit.  3 He lived among the tombs. 
And no one could bind him anymore, not even with a chain, 4 for he had often been bound with shackles and 
chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and he broke the shackles in pieces. No one had the strength to subdue 
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him. 5 Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains he was always crying out and cutting himself with 
stones.  
 

6 And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell down before him. 7 And crying out with a loud voice, he said, 
“What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I adjure you by God, do not torment me.” 8 For 
Jesus was saying to him, “Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!” 9 And Jesus asked him, “What is your 
name?” He replied, “My name is Legion, for we are many.” 10 And he (i.e., Legion) begged him earnestly not to 
send them out of the country. 11 Now a great herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, 12 and they begged 
him, saying, “Send us to the pigs; let us enter them.” 13 So he gave them permission. And the unclean spirits 
came out and entered the pigs; and the herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the 
sea and drowned in the sea. 
 

14 The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the country. And people came to see what it was that had 
happened. 15 And they came to Jesus and saw the demon-possessed man, the one who had had the legion, sitting 
there, clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid.  16 And those who had seen it described to them what 
had happened to the demon-possessed man and to the pigs. 17 And they began to beg Jesus to depart from their 
region.  
 

18 As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed with demons begged him that he might be 
with him. 19 And he did not permit him but said to him, “Go home to your friends and tell them how much the 
Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” 20 And he went away and began to proclaim in the 
Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, and everyone marveled. 
. 
 Do you find it as fascinating as I do that not only Jesus takes his servants-in-training through a 

wild storm, but he did so in order that they meet a wild man.  Two experiences utterly beyond human 

control. 

Here, a man utterly possessedviii by demonic spirits.  For months, for years, he lived as an 

uncontrollable madman.  We’re not told how his life took such a dark turn, but the image of God in 

him was being pathetically and progressively destroyed. 

In Against The Darkness, Graham Cole observes “demon possession had cut this man off from his 
community.  He dwelt alone among the tombs.ix  Demon possession attacked (and empowered) his 
body, so that he displayed amazing strength.  Demon possession attacked his mind.  Origenx 
regarded such an attack one of the two main operations of demons: Sometimes they take complete 
and entire possession of the mind, so as not to allow their captives the power of either understanding 
or feeling.”xi 
 
 He was freaky strong, dwelt in subterranean caves full of dead carcasses, shrieking as he cut 

himself.  Why in the world would Jesus take anyone – take his disciples – there? 

 Mark’s description makes it clear the embedded demons were ready for a fight.  Rather than 

running away, “Legion” drives the man at Jesus.  Verse 7 better reads: 
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What have I and you in common?xii 
Why do you interfere with me? 
(or) This isn’t where you belong 

 
Let’s not run by this exchange too quickly.  Whenever evil and sin are in charge, there is no interest in 

giving territory to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Sin says, “I’m in control here, Jesus.  You’re not.  You’re not 

wanted.  You can go elsewhere.”  Sin says, “This is my turf, Jesus…not yours!  Leave me alone!”  

Evil, even when recognizing Jesus full divinity (Son of the Most High God) dares Jesus to do anything 

about it. 

 What would it have been like to be standing next to the Master in that moment?  Imagine it!  To 

be a servant-in-training learning to trust courageously the control of the Master.  The truth is 

that Jesus was absolutely in control. 

• In control Jesus demanded to know the name of the demon.  In middle-eastern thinking, the 
one who controls the name has authority over the person. 

• In control Jesus extracts and exorcises the demons (perhaps thousands) sending them into 
the pigs.   
 

[Lane observes: Jesus allowed the demons to enter the swine TO INDICATE that their 
real purpose was the total destruction of their host….their intention was no different with 
regard to the man whom they had possessed.”xiii 

 

• In control, Jesus restores this utter maniac to full physical and mental health – “people came to 
see what it was that had happened. 15 And they came to Jesus and saw the demon-possessed man, the 
one who had had the legion, sitting there, clothed and in his right mind” 

 
“Exorcism restored the man’s sanity and his clothing.  Exorcism led to calm. He now sat still, rather 

than crying out night and day.  He could conduct a sensible conversation with Jesus.  [And} after the 

exorcism, he could think of his future.  He wanted to accompany Jesus.” 

 What is the point of this incredible encounter on the Gerasene shoreline? 

Greatness is being a servant-in-training learning to 
trust courageously the control of the Master. 

 

 Jesus alone is in control of nature’s wildest forces; Jesus alone can control the heart’s wildest 

domination.  When we serve, no matter what may challenge us personally, no matter what may be 

ruining someone spiritually – Jesus…Jesus…Jesus is in control and can thoroughly change someone 

crushed under sin’s power. 
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Greatness is being a servant-in-training learning to 
trust courageously the control of the Master. 

 

CONCLUSION   Allow me to wrap this up with 3 questions. 
 

Are you a “servant-in-training” these days?  From week one of this series of teachings, from 
Mark’s inspired account, we’ve been hearing the Holy Spirit say to us, “You’re following the Lord 
Jesus Christ – God’s great Son who came to be a servant.”   

• Have you committed to serving?  To following Jesus fully.   

• Learning to fish for people.   

• Eager to learn how to bring timely truth and timely help to people around me 

,  
As one of the Lord’s servants-in-training, are there any fears which are crippling your heart 
today?  Any fears you need to confess?  You might say, “Hey Pastor David…” 
 

• I’ve been afraid to share my faith 
• I’ve been afraid to speak up for truth 

• I’ve been afraid to start loving that person in my life who is far from God but really needs me to row 
across the lake and meet her, meet him where they are. 

• I’ve been afraid to serve on a missions trip 

• I’ve been afraid to trust the Lord to lead me into a place of serving 

• I haven’t surrendered my fears…and I see Jesus looking at me and saying, “Where is your faith?” 

 
Any chance sin and evil are keeping you from the Lord’s changing power in your life?  You 
say, “wait a minute…I’m not like that demon possessed man among the tombs!  How dare you 
suggest such a thing! 
 

• With every passing week, I am more and more convinced that there are strongholds in our 
lives that are ruining the image of God in us…but they don’t want to let go easily 
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i https://www.history.com/topics/halloween/history-of-halloween   In addi t ion to causing trouble  and damaging crops , Cel ts  thought that  the  presence o f  the  o therwor ldly  spi r i ts  made i t  
eas ier  for  the  Druids,  or  Cel t ic  pr iests ,  to  make predic t ions about  the f u ture.  For  a people ent i rely  dependent on the volat i le  natural  wor ld ,  these prophecies were an 
important  source o f  comfor t  dur ing the long, dark winter .  To commemorate the event ,  Druids bui l t  huge sacred bonf i res,  where the people gathered to burn crops an d 
animals as sacr i f ices to the Cel t ic  dei t ies.  Dur ing the celebrat i on , the  Cel ts  wore costumes , typical ly  consis t ing of  animal  heads and sk ins ,  and at tempted to tel l  each 
other ’s  for tunes. When the celebra t ion was over ,  they re - l i t  thei r  hear th f i res,  whic h they had ext i nguished ear l ier  tha t evening,  f rom the sacred bonf i re to help pro tect  them 
dur ing the coming win ter  
ii https://halloweenmovie.fandom.com/wiki/Leigh_Brackett  
iii https://www.verywellmind.com/the-psychology-of-fear-2671696#:~:text=Fear%20is%20a%20natural%2C%20powerful,danger%20is%20physical%20or%20psychological.  
iv All cited Scripture in this sermon manuscript, unless otherwise noted, are from the English Standard Version, Crossway publishers. 
v “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” by Isaac Watts, 1715  https://tollelege.wordpress.com/2007/09/30/clouds-arise-and-tempests-blow-by-order-from-thy-throne-lords-day-hymn/  

I sing the mighty power of God, that made the mountains rise, 
That spread the flowing seas abroad, and built the lofty skies. 
I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day; 
The moon shines full at God’s command, and all the stars obey. 

I sing the goodness of the Lord, who filled the earth with food, 
Who formed the creatures through the Word, and then pronounced them good. 
Lord, how Thy wonders are displayed, where’er I turn my eye, 
If I survey the ground I tread, or gaze upon the sky. 

There’s not a plant or flower below, but makes Thy glories known, 
And clouds arise, and tempests blow, by order from Thy throne; 
While all that borrows life from Thee is ever in Thy care; 
And everywhere that we can be, Thou, God art present there. 

vi William Lane, The Gospel of Mark, 176. 
vii Alan Cole, The Gospel According to St. Mark, p.96. 
viii A “legion” was a Roman military unit of up to 6,000 soldiers, cf. Graham A.Cole, Against the Darkness: The Doctrine of Angels, Satan, and Demons (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2019), 123. 
ix Lane: “they had driven him off to wander restlessly in the wild hill country and to dwell in the subterranean caves which served as tombs and dwellings for the poorest people of the district.”,182. 
x The other attack, according to Origen, was through temptations, persuading the individual to do evil.  Judas is his example.  Quoted in DECB, ed. David W. Bercot (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1998), 204. 
xi Cole, Against the Darkness: 123. 
xii Lane, 183. 
xiii Ibid., 186. 
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