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Easter Teaching – April 4, 2021                   Pastor David Staff 
 

Risen with Him to Life 
 

On a morning like this, on a first day of the week like this, some 1,988 years ago, the body of a 

man who had been beaten beyond recognition and brutally crucified, and then wrapped in 100 lbs of 

layered cloths and spices, could not be found on the stone slab in the grave tomb. 

Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea had done the grisly work of removing his lifeless body off 

the Roman crossbeam.  No easy task removing the driven stakes from the hands, and feet.  Washing the 

corpse.  Wrapping it, then carrying it, then laying it silent and motionless in a cold rock-hewn tomb.  

Surprisingly, in a rich man’s grave (cf. Isaiah 53:9). 

Roman guards under heightened command watched.  And when these two men, and perhaps 

others, finally emerged from the stone hole, a massive boulder was rolled down the slope and into the 

opening.  To complete the indignities, a Roman seal on the boulder, and a guard posted.  No 

one…absolutely no one…would be permitted to tamper with the tomb, much less enter it. 

Jesus, the Nazarene from Galilee was dead.  The plots against Him had succeeded.  And, that was 

to be the end of the matter. 

But on a morning like this, on a first day of the week like this, some 1,988 years ago, 3 counted 

days after his death, Jesus’ body was gone.  The seal had been broken.  The massive boulder had been 

moved back up the slope.  The cloths which had been wrapped endlessly around the corpse were neatly 

folded where the head of the body had rested.   

But the body…the dead body of Jesus of Nazareth…was gone.  The Roman guard lay virtually 

lifeless nearby (cf. Matt.28:4).  Where was his body?  How in the world could it ever have been taken?   

• The male disciples would not have come to steal it.  They were frightened into personal paralysis, 
hiding and bewildered 

• The women disciples could not have stolen it.  They had neither the wherewithal nor access to the 
tomb 

• The Roman guard would not have taken it and left the tomb open.  They had orders, under 
penalty of death, to ensure the body remain undisturbed and grave permanently sealed. 

• And it makes no sense at all to believe that Jesus by himself, broken and physically depleted, 
hadn’t actually died…and somehow he revived and mustered the strength to unwrap the tightly 
wound burial clothes and then, somehow to push the massive boulder away on his own. 
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NONE of the alternate theories explaining where the body could be make any logical or historical 

senses.  Only one realistic explanation remains.  God the Father did what God the Holy Spirit said He 

would do through the Psalms and Prophets centuries before.  God the Father, by the life-creating power 

of God the Holy Spirit, raised the God the Son bodily from the dead.  Jesus the Nazarrene, who was 

dead, was not fully alive.  His body was not there because His body was no longer dead.  Paul said it 

best to the Corinthians: 

1 Corinthians 15 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you 
received, in which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached 

to you—unless you believed in vain. 
 

3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance 
with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more 

than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen 
asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 

appeared also to me.  

 
That’s the gospel.  That’s the good news.  That’s the news that when you believe it and trust in it, you 

are SAVED. 

• Christ DIED for our sins, just as Scripture predicted he would 

• Christ was BURIED 

• Christ was RAISED on the third day, just as the Scriptures predicted he would be 

• Christ was SEEN (by hundreds and hundreds of eye-witnesses) 
 
The explanation for the missing body is the promise of God (in Scripture) and the power of God (to raise 

the dead to life).  Yes…the only logical answer is the miraculous promises and power of God. 

 Should you object to this explanation – perhaps because you say “I’m a scientist and I don’t 

believe supernatural miracles happen in the real world,” I invite you to listen to one of the most rigorous 

rationalists of the 20th century.  Formerly an atheist, Oxford University’s C.S. Lewis would write --  

would write an insightful essay entitled THE GRAND MIRACLE.  If you will, take a listen –  

One is very often asked at present whether we could not have a Christianity stripped, or… ‘freed’ 
from its miraculous elements.  A Christianity with the miraculous elements suppressed. 
 

Now, it seems to me that precisely the one religion in the world, or at least, the only one I know, with 
which you could NOT do that is Christianity. 
 

In a religion like Buddhism, if you took away the miracles attributed to Gautama Buddha in some  
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very late sources, there would be no loss; in fact, the religion would get on very much better without 
them because in that case the miracles largely contradict the teaching.   
 
Or even in the case of a religion like Islam, nothing essential would be altered if you took away the  
miracles.  You could have a great prophet preaching his dogmas without bringing in any miracles… 
 
But you cannot possibly do that with Christianity, because the Christian story is precisely the story 
of one grand miracle, the Christian assertion being that what is beyond all space and time, what 
is uncreated, eternal, came into nature, into human nature, descended into His own universe, and 
rose again, bringing up nature with Him. 
 

It is precisely one great miracle.  If you take that way there is nothing specifically Christian left.i 
 
 This is, of course, precisely what Jesus’ apostles taught immediately after Jesus’ resurrection and 

ascension.  That if the miracle of the Jesus Christ’s resurrection never happened, then we are absolute 

fools for being Christians.  But if it in fact DID happen, then everything else about Jesus Christ and 

following Him is actually and absolutely true.  The uncreated, eternal Son of God came into nature, came 

into human nature, descended into His own universe, and rose again, bringing up nature with Him. 

THE OUTCOME OF JESUS’ RESURRECTION 

 The Bible’s pages teach us what Jesus did in being raised from the dead.  In resurrecting,  

▪ First, he DESTROYED death and the power of the devil.  Hebrews 2:14,  2 Tim 1:10, 1 John 3:8 
 

▪ Second, he PROVED that His death for sin does JUSTIFY before God those who believed in him 
and the gospel.  Romans 4:25 
 

▪ Third, he BROKE THE POWER OF SIN in the lives of His followers  Rom 6:8-12 
 

▪ Fourth, he RAISED his followers with Him out of the grave to LIVE A NEW LIFE  Rom 6:13 
 

▪ Fifth, he DEMONSTRATED that he would redeem a fallen creation back to power and life Romans 
8:20-21, cf. 1 Corinthians 15:26 
 

▪ Sixth, he MODELED the kind of bodily resurrection and immortal life his followers would have.  1 
Corinthians 15:35-49 
 

▪ Seventh, he PROVIDED PROOF that everything he was, said, and did was unquestionably true.   1 
Corinthians 15:20-22  20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those 
who have fallen asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection 
of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 

 
JESUS’ INVITATION – “believe and step into Spring” 

The wonderful bottom line of all of this – If you have trusted in the gospel, if you believe in Christ alone  

for your forgiveness and salvation – you have not only died with Christ to sin, but He has also raised you  
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up to live a new life, and to live His new life in you/me.  C.S. Lewis -  

The story of the Incarnation is the story of a descent and resurrection.  I am talking of this whole, 
huge pattern of descent, down, down, and then up again. What we ordinarily call the Resurrection 
being just, so to speak, the point at which it turns. 
 
One has a picture of someone going right down and dredging the very sea-bottom.  One has a 
picture of a strong man trying to lift a very big, complicated burden.  He stoops down and gets 
himself right under it so that he himself disappears; and then he straightens his back and moves off 
with the whole thing swaying on his shoulders.   
 
Or else one has the picture of a diver, stripping off garment after garment, making himself naked, 
then flashing for a moment in the air, and then down through the green, and warm, and sunlit 
water into the pitch black, cold, freezing water, down into the mud and slime, then up again, his 
lungs almost bursting, back again into the sunshine, holding in his hand the dripping thing he went 
down to get.  
 
This thing is human nature; but associated with it, all nature, the new universe.ii 
 
This Grand Miracle is the chapter [in humanity’s novel] on which the whole plot turns; and that is 
why I believe that God really has dived down into the bottom of creation, and has come up bring the 
whole redeemed nature on His shoulder.  Christ has risen, and so we shall rise.iii 
 
The great thing is that the corner has been turned.  We have the power either of 
withstanding the spring and sinking back into the cosmic winter…or of going on into those ‘high 
mid-summer romps’ in which our Leader, the Son of Man, already dwells, and to which He is calling 
us. 
 
It remains with us to follow or not, to die in this winter, or to go on into that spring and summer.iv 
 
On this grand morning, you are invited by God the Holy Spirit to understand that this is what Easter is all 

about.  The crucified God-Man arose bodily from the dead.  His death offers you forgiveness, fully and 

freely, with the holy God who made you and loves you.  His resurrection offers you new life to replace  

your old life…life like you’ve never had before, and life like you can’t imagine in the future. 

 You are invited to believe in Him today for all of that.  Believe in Him.  Believe in Him.  And God 

will give you His resurrection life. 
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i C.S. Lewis, “The Grand Miracle” in God in the Dock: Essays on Theology and Ethics (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 1970), Walter Hooper, ed., p.80. 
ii Ibid., 82. 
iii Ibid., 87. 
iv Ibid., 88. 


