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Sent To Bear Witness – Acts 1:6-26 
(Expanded Sermon Notes) 

For three and half years, they walked with him, watched him, listened to him, and were amazed by 

him. In fact, the whole region had been amazed by him. You could hardly walk into a town or city, big or small, 

Jewish or Roman, and not hear the people talking about him. Crowds by the thousands had come at regular 

occurrences, so much so that if they wanted to get away, they had to go far into the countryside on the edge 

of the wilderness. But, as amazing as those three and half years were, none of it compares to the last month 

and a half.  

It has been a whirlwind fifty days. Just before Passover, they thought all their hopes and dreams were 

coming true. The people were crying out “Hallelujah” as he rode down into Jerusalem from the Mount of 

Olives. Certainly, he was going to establish his rule, and they were right alongside him and going to be 

honored. But then, that didn’t happen. No, instead, it was the very opposite, the very worst thing of all. He 

was betrayed, arrested, and sentenced to death in the most painful and humiliating way possible… on a cross. 

The empire was making a statement, and now not only was their teacher and leader dead, but they were next. 

So they hid and tried to figure out their next move. But, then three days later, they heard from the women 

that he was alive! How? That isn’t possible. They had watched him die. They buried him. There were Roman 

soldiers guarding the tomb. An enemy of the state doesn’t go free in Rome. But then, there he was in the 

room with them. He told them to touch his side, hands, and feet. It was true; he is alive! This is going to 

change everything!  

It took some time, though, to get the word out. He stayed with them for another forty days and made 

the truth of his resurrection known. IN fact, it was reported that over those forty days, over 500 people saw 

him! Three and half years, they lived with him, walked with him, and saw him perform miracle after miracle. 

But, nothing compares to these last forty days. He was supposed to be dead, but he’s alive! And, he has made 

it clear that he is alive. It wasn’t just some dream or hallucination. Crowds upon crowds have seen him, and 

now they are talking about it. This is going to change everything.  

And, they are right. The resurrection will change everything. The hope that humanity longer for then and 

now is realized in the resurrection. Lives were changed and continue to be changed by the power of the one 

who defeated the grave. And just like them, if the resurrection has changed our lives, we can’t keep quiet 

about it.  
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1. The resurrection takes center stage. (vv.7-8) 
 

a. When it comes to the validity of Christianity, it is the resurrection that separates it from every 
other religion in the world.  

i. What we see in these verses and what we will continue to see in the book of Acts is that 
the one thing they could not stop talking about is the resurrection.  Why is that?  

1. They are deeply immersed in a highly religious world, and they have never 
experienced anything like this.  

2. Only the one who created life has the authority to restore life, and that is what 
Jesus demonstrated in the resurrection.  

a. If you can defeat death itself, then your claims of restoring and giving life 
are valid.  

b. Again, they have heard of other messiahs, and they have seen others on 
the cross… no one ever did what Jesus did in the resurrection.  

ii. Every other worldview, religion, and philosophical system is centered around man and 
what he can do for himself.  

1. Christianity is centered around the truth and reality of the resurrection. à No 
one is able to save himself.  

2. “What use are the superficial changes we make if we neglect the deep work 
God wants to do in us?” – Rich Villodas1 

3. “The first fact of the history of Christendom is a number of people who say 
they have seen the resurrection.” – C.S. Lewis2 

b. Paul on the resurrection: 
i. Indeed, Romans 10:9 makes confession of the resurrection the equivalent of acceptance 

of the lordship of Jesus Christ and a necessary condition of salvation, and 1 Corinthians 
15:14 demonstrates how closely connected it is in Paul’s mind to his own kerygmatic 
(proclaiming) ministry. 3 

1. For Luke, it is insufficient for witnesses to recognize the bare fact that Jesus 
was physically raised from the dead. What is required is a total recognition of 
God’s saving plan in the Messiah.4 

c. It wasn’t just the Jesus followers that talked about the resurrection.  
i. Josephus, Tacitus, and Pliny all write about the resurrection.  

1. Josephus had nothing to profit or gain from writing about it. Instead, he actually 
would be most benefited from covering it up.  

ii. Athanasius – The Egyptian pastor even talks about how many different theories came up 
about the resurrection and how Jesus coming back from the grave is the best 
explanation.5 

d. The reality here is that the mission the disciples are about to faithfully walk into only makes 
sense if the resurrection really happened.  

i. Otherwise: They are foolishly risking their lives, reputations, and family’s safety.  
                                                        
1 The Deeply Formed Life – Rich Villodas (p. xvii) 
2 On Acts in Miracles (p.143-144) 
3 Larry J. Kreitzer, “Resurrection,” ed. Gerald F. Hawthorne, Ralph P. Martin, and Daniel G. Reid, Dictionary of Paul and His Letters (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity 
Press, 1993), 806. 
4 K. L. Anderson, “Resurrection,” ed. Joel B. Green, Jeannine K. Brown, and Nicholas Perrin, Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels, Second Edition (Downers Grove, IL; 
Nottingham, England: IVP Academic; IVP, 2013), 785. 
5 On the Incarnation – St. Athanasius of Alexandria (324 AD) 
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1. Why? Because they are following and propagating the espoused teachings and 
claims of a convicted enemy of the Roman Empire.  

a. We will see that for the next 300 years, Christians will be seen as enemies 
of the state.  

b. James, the brother of Jesus, will begin his letter by encouraging those 
who are being dispersed by persecution to count their trials as joy. 
(James 1:1) 

e. The disciples are confused… Lord, now will you restore Israel?!? (v.6) 
i. The vital question was the one posed by the disciples: now that Jesus had been raised 

from the dead, was God going to complete his purpose by finally establishing his rule?6 
1. They still do not fully understand what God’s plan and intentions are through 

Jesus. 
2. Don’t forget, over 500 people have witnessed the resurrection over the last 40-

days! (1 Cor. 15:3-8) 
ii. They must, after all, have been very puzzled. Nothing that had happened in the previous 

few weeks had corresponded at all to their game plan.  
1. As far as they were concerned, when Jesus called them and taught them in 

Galilee during the previous three years or so, they were signing on for some kind 
of Jewish renewal movement.  

2. They believed that God had appointed Jesus to be the true King of Israel, even 
though most of their contemporaries were still (to say the least) suspicious of 
him. 7 

a. His death on the cross sent them into a whirlwind and despair. (cf. Lk. 
24:38-39) 

i. 38 And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do 
doubts arise in your hearts? 39 See my hands and my feet, that it is 
I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and 
bones as you see that I have.”8 

3. Rather, we have a question about how soon the end is to come, which was 
natural enough in the context of the resurrection appearances of Jesus: it would 
be very natural to wonder whether these marked the beginning of the last 
stage in God’s plan.9 

f. The resurrection (the gospel) is the most inclusive truth in the world.  
i. Tim Keller reminds us of this truth.10 

1. Culturally, we desire to be inclusive of all people and to resist being 
oppressors. 

2. However, we must admit that when our inclusivity and tolerance is rooted in our 
efforts and definitions (i.e., man-centered), it will eventually put us in the 
position to exclude and oppress.  

a. Why? Because those that don’t agree or get with the program must be 
ignored, canceled, and cut out.  

3. In Jesus, though, all people are welcome; patience and grace are required for all 
because we have all received grace and love from God first.  

                                                        
6 I. Howard Marshall, Acts: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 5, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1980), 63. 
7 Tom Wright, Acts for Everyone, Part 1: Chapters 1-12 (London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2008), 6–7. 
8 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Lk 24:38–39. 
9 I. Howard Marshall, Acts: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 5, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1980), 65. 
10 Tim Keller and Cary Niuewhof Interview (https://youtu.be/HhWRp5DxRc0) via Church Pulse Weekly 
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a. Even those that are “in the wrong” deserve value and personhood 
because we were all “in the wrong” with God first. (Rom. 3:23) 

ii. Jesus is clear to the disciples, the truth of the resurrection and the life that comes with 
it is for all people!  

1. Salvation for all or just some?  
a. What was debated in Judaism is whether the centrality of Israel would be 

positive or negative for Gentiles. Would it come with salvation or 
judgment for the nations?11 

i. I.e., A partisanship on behalf of the disciples. (Careful not to pull 
the rug out here… yes, it is wrong, but it isn’t unexpected.) 

1. “Us & Ours…” 
b. In fact, it is not that the definition of Israel or that expectation for Israel 

changes but rather that being blessed of God is now centered in the 
figure of the eschaton, Jesus, rather than in an ethnic or legal emphasis. 
Throughout Acts Jesus is preached as the mediator of blessing.12 

i. The phrase “end of the earth,” then, is geographic and ethnic in 
scope, inclusive of all people and locales.13 

2. The Kingdom: You’re asking about the kingdom? You’re asking when it will come 
about, when Israel will be exalted as the top nation, with the nations of the 
world being subject to God through his vindicated people?14 

3. Two points of the Kingdom.  
a. Point 1: The crucifixion and resurrection. (I.e., The Now) 
b. Point 2: The second coming and final victory that will usher in the 

Kingdom completely. (I.e., The not yet.)  
4. But we are now living in between those two points, and you must be my 

witnesses from here to the ends of the world.  
a. The apostles are to go out as heralds, not of someone who may become 

king at some point in the future, but of the one who has already been 
appointed and enthroned.15 

b. Are we even capable of the task of bearing witness? (Power & Authority) 
i. Authority is the Father’s. (v.7) 
ii. He knows the times and seasons. We don’t. (χρόνους ἢ καιρούς, 

chronous ē kairous)16 
1. It is not for you to know… means that this matter is of no 

concern to them.17 
a. This is not to be their primary concern. Instead, 

v.8 will explain what is to be central to them.  
b. This should be a clarion call for us today! When 

things get strange and hard, our primary concern is 
not simply to “discern the times.” 

c. Our primary concern is to declare the truth of the 
resurrection and new life through Jesus! 

                                                        
11 Darrell L. Bock, Acts, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2007), 62. 
12 Darrell L. Bock, Acts, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2007), 62. 
13 Darrell L. Bock, Acts, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2007), 65. 
14 Tom Wright, Acts for Everyone, Part 1: Chapters 1-12 (London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2008), 9. 
15 Tom Wright, Acts for Everyone, Part 1: Chapters 1-12 (London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2008), 9. 
16 Darrell L. Bock, Acts, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2007), 63. 
17 Darrell L. Bock, Acts, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2007), 63. 
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2. The Holy Spirit enables hearts to receive the resurrection. (v.8) 

 
a. The tension here for you and me is that we often feel ill-equipped or under-prepared to share 

the good news of the gospel. In this way, we are no different than the original disciples.  
i. They were confused about the mission. 

1. Lord, now you’ll restore the kingdom? (v.7) 
2. When is he coming back?!? (v.9) 

b. Jesus teaches us that God does not require us to endeavor in the mission on our own.  
i. The Father gives us power through the Holy Spirit.  

1. It all comes from God. But what God’s people are promised is power; the word 
used here is dynamis, from which we get ‘dynamite’.  

a. Dynamite has the power to move the immovable.  
i. The “Tour Ed-Mine”- Growing up in steel and coal country, the 

power of dynamite was evident.  
ii. In the coal mines, they would drill long holes the diameter of a 

stick of dynamite. Then, they would fill those holes with dynamite 
to move the coal that was highly valuable, but immovable without 
a great force.  

2. We need that power, just as Jesus’ first followers did, if we or they are to be his 
witnesses, to find ways of announcing to the world that he is already its rightful 
king and lord. 18 

a. The Holy Spirit… Our defense attorney (Jn. 14) 
i. We heard last week that one of the roles of the Holy Spirit is to 

cry out the truth of Jesus.  
ii. Without the Holy Spirit, the truth of Jesus will never make sense 

to us, and we will never come to saving belief.  
3. The Spirit is tied to power (δύναμιν, dynamin), which refers here to being 

empowered to speak boldly by testifying to the message of God’s work 
through Jesus.  

a. Paul says something similar of the gospel in Rom. 1:16–17; for him, 
responding to the gospel gives power to live in a way that is honoring to 
God and allows one to experience fullness of life.19 

ii. Jesus is already appointed and enthroned as the world’s true king. One day that 
kingdom will come, fully and finally. In the meantime, we have a job to do.20 

1. The disciples’ direct and real experience of Jesus and his resurrection qualifies 
them as witnesses, but the Spirit will give them the capability to articulate their 
experience with boldness.21 

2. The Holy Spirit also gives power to believers to give testimony to the 
resurrection.  
 

3. When we are confused about the mission, we find clarity in prayer and the Word. 
(vv.14-20) 

                                                        
18 Tom Wright, Acts for Everyone, Part 1: Chapters 1-12 (London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2008), 9–10. 
19 Darrell L. Bock, Acts, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2007), 63. 
20 Tom Wright, Acts for Everyone, Part 1: Chapters 1-12 (London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2008), 10. 
21 Darrell L. Bock, Acts, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2007), 64. 
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a. There is a wonderful gift of gracious truth in this passage. It is that even the closest followers 
of Jesus didn’t understand or get the mission right all the time.  

i. In fact, the reality is that they got it wrong more often than they got it right!  
1. They don’t understand the kingdom. (v.7) 
2. They don’t understand why he is returning to the Father (the ascension). (v.9) 

a. Jesus has gone into God’s dimension of reality; but he’ll be back on the 
day when that dimension and our present one are brought together once 
and for all. That promise hangs in the air over the whole of Christian 
history from that day to this. That is what we mean by the ‘second 
coming’.22 

i. The function of the disciples as eyewitnesses to the ascension is 
underlined by the threefold repetition of the thought in this 
verse and the next.23 

ii. Four-Chair Discipling – A four-week workshop starting Sept. 21 
1. Come and learn the disciple-making model of Jesus.   
2. Register online: ccames.org/events 

b. The story of the ascension is completed with the account of how the disciples obeyed Jesus 
and returned to Jerusalem to await the promised Spirit in an attitude of prayer.24 

i. A sabbath day’s journey was about 1.2 km (¾ mile); the expression is a Jewish one, and 
is not meant to imply that the event took place on a sabbath. The point is rather that 
the ascension (like the resurrection appearances of Jesus in Luke 24) took place in the 
near vicinity of Jerusalem.25 

ii. The community is preparing itself for the coming of the Spirit with prayer. Through 
scriptural reflection, they also consider what they should do.26 

c. Prayer: It is precisely in worship and prayer that we, while still on ‘earth’ in the sense I’ve 
explored already, find ourselves sharing in the life of ‘heaven’, which is where Jesus is.27 

i. As we in our own day not only read Acts but try to follow Jesus and witness to his 
lordship over the world, it is through prayer and worship that we, too, can know, enjoy 
and be energized by the life of heaven, right here on earth, and work out what that 
will mean in terms of other claims, other lords, other ways of life.28 

ii. The point is driven home by saying that they are devoted to or persevering 
(προσκαρτερέω (proskartereō)29 in prayer together.30 

d. The Word: As with everything else that happened in the early church—and Luke is probably 
already hinting at this in the present passage—they went to two sources for instructions: to 
the word of God, and to prayer. By ‘the word of God’ I mean, as they seemed to have meant, 
something more than scripture but not less. 31 

i. Here they found, not indeed a road map for exactly where they were—scripture seldom 
supplies exactly that—but the hints and clues to enable them to see how to feel their 
way forward in this new and unprecedented dilemma.32 

                                                        
22 Tom Wright, Acts for Everyone, Part 1: Chapters 1-12 (London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2008), 13. 
23 I. Howard Marshall, Acts: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 5, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1980), 66. 
24 I. Howard Marshall, Acts: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 5, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1980), 66. 
25 I. Howard Marshall, Acts: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 5, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1980), 66–67. 
26 Darrell L. Bock, Acts, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2007), 74. 
27 Tom Wright, Acts for Everyone, Part 1: Chapters 1-12 (London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2008), 15. 
28 Tom Wright, Acts for Everyone, Part 1: Chapters 1-12 (London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2008), 15. 
29 James Swanson, Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains: Greek (New Testament) (Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997). 
30 Darrell L. Bock, Acts, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2007), 78. 
31 Tom Wright, Acts for Everyone, Part 1: Chapters 1-12 (London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2008), 17. 
32 Tom Wright, Acts for Everyone, Part 1: Chapters 1-12 (London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2008), 18. 
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1. The tragedy of Judas is held within the strange, dark, overarching purpose of 
God.33 

ii. Scripture is ultimately a revelation from God (Acts 2:16; 3:18, 21, 25; 4:25; 15:7; 28:25; 
Williams 1990: 31). God speaks in it. Scripture can guide the disciples because it is the 
Spirit of God at work.34 

e. The choosing of Matthias: 
i. And so they chose Matthias. Or rather, they would say, God chose Matthias. They used 

the well-known method of drawing lots (having already chosen a very brief short list of 
candidates!).35 

1. Should they have done it differently?  
a. Luke doesn’t seem to think so, since part of his point is precisely to show 

how, from the beginning, the apostles did what they did in the light of 
the scriptures and in the context of prayer.36 

b. In fact the church was asking the Lord to make his choice of the right 
man, who was then enrolled as an apostle; the church cannot be said to 
have ‘elected’ him.37 

ii. Note on Justus: There are, of course, no passengers in the kingdom of God, and actually 
no ‘great’ and ‘small’ parts either. The different tasks and roles to which God assigns us 
are his business, not ours.38 
 

4. Changed people… talk about what changed them. (v.22) 
 

a. The power and reality of the resurrection:  
i. The resurrection defines the church, from that day to this. The church is either the 

movement which announces God’s new creation, or it is just another irrelevant 
religious sect.39 

ii. If the resurrection is real, there is genuine and tangible hope for you, me, and our 
world. 

1. If it is not real, then this life truly is all that there is and morality and good are 
subjective.  

b. Changed people talk about what changed them. 
i. Here too the need is for a witness to his resurrection, but the choice is to be made from 

the group of people who had been associated with the other apostles throughout the 
ministry of Jesus, from its beginning at the baptism of John right through to the 
ascension of Jesus.  

ii. This ‘extra’ qualification has seemed strange to many readers, but it is entirely natural in 
seeking a successor for one of the Twelve who had been disciples of Jesus and whose 
task (we may reasonably suggest) was linked with witness to the Jews. 40 

                                                        
33 Tom Wright, Acts for Everyone, Part 1: Chapters 1-12 (London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2008), 18. 
34 Darrell L. Bock, Acts, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2007), 82. 
35 Tom Wright, Acts for Everyone, Part 1: Chapters 1-12 (London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2008), 18. 
36 Tom Wright, Acts for Everyone, Part 1: Chapters 1-12 (London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2008), 19. 
37 I. Howard Marshall, Acts: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 5, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1980), 72. 
38 Tom Wright, Acts for Everyone, Part 1: Chapters 1-12 (London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2008), 20. 
39 Tom Wright, Acts for Everyone, Part 1: Chapters 1-12 (London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2008), 20. 
40 I. Howard Marshall, Acts: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 5, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1980), 70–71. 
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iii. The resurrection is the key event to give testimony to, but this witness must be from 
someone who also has knowledge of what Jesus did on earth as well as the results of 
resurrection and subsequently the ascension.41 

c. We are called to bear witness to the power of the resurrection in our lives.  
i. They were eyewitnesses to the physical resurrection of Jesus.  

1. As we will see in the coming months and chapters of Acts, it is the resurrection 
that they declare, and it changes people!  

ii. We are called to bear witness to the power of the resurrection in our own lives.  
1. We encountered this truth in 1 John this summer; we have confidence in our 

new life because we have experienced change!  
a. Again, how have you experienced the power of the resurrection?  

i. This is not an old question at any stage of following Jesus.  
ii. We continue to experience the power of the resurrection as we 

follow and in every stage of life.  
b. What does it look like to experience the power of the resurrection?  

i. This life in the Spirit is what God intends for the Christian.  
ii. Paul in Galatians 5 contrasts life in the Spirit with life in the 

flesh.42Fruit of the Spirit: “22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, 
self-control; against such things there is no law. 24 And those 
who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in 
step with the Spirit.” (Gal. 5:21-25) 

iii. Key chains – Tangible reminder that you are being SENT into your day.  
1. If we truly desire to be a church who fulfills its mission (to connect people into a 

life-defining relationship with Jesus), we need to be intentional about bearing 
witness.  

a. This starts with prayer.  
i. When you grab your keys, ask God to make you available to 

gospel appointments and moments throughout your day.  
1. These are moments to extend patience, grace, and 

kindness. 
2. These are moments to give a listening ear to a friend, co-

worker, or family member.  
3. These are moments to verbally share how Jesus has 

changed your life.   
ii. They prayed when trying to figure the mission out… so should 

we.  
b. It continues with the Word… Inflow for overflow.  

i. It is a reminder to be in God’s Word in some way that day.  
1. Listen to it via the church app.  
2. Spend a few minutes reading in the morning.  
3. Work on memorizing a verse.  

ii. We encounter God in his Word, and we remember how good he 
is!  

                                                        
41 Darrell L. Bock, Acts, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2007), 87–88. 
42 Millard J. Erickson, Christian Theology, 3rd ed. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2013), 797. 
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c. It will require us to talk about Jesus and the new life (resurrection) we 
received through him.  

i. This doesn’t have to be complicated, but if you get the chance to 
talk about how Jesus changed you, take it.  

1. Remember, the Holy Spirit is in you and giving you the 
power to bear witness!  

2. If the resurrection has changed our lives, we can’t keep quiet about it.  
  

 


