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December 9, 2018

*NEXT WEEK:  Luke 1:46-80

Questions for the Community
1. Start this set aside moment by quieting yourself before 

God. Recognize His presence (Emmanuel) into wherever 
you are. Request a reverence and freshness to encounter 
Jesus in this very familiar part of Scripture. Remember that 
you are not alone, the Holy Spirit delights to shine light on 
Jesus so He is seen as beautiful and praiseworthy.

2. With Bibles open to Luke 1, what part of the narrative 
strikes you? Is there anything new or new in this reading 
that surprised or delighted or confused you? Is there 
something to learn in the similarities/differences in these 2 
birth announcements?

3. What might Zechariah/Elizabeth and Mary/Joseph have 
experienced? Do you identify with them in some way? 
Often what we thought life would be like is not actually 
what is. Are you disappointed, delighted, annoyed or 
surprised by God? Is trust welling up in you or doubt or 
apathy or…?

4. Is there a current expectation or disappointment that stirred 
in you on Sunday? How has suffering lead to bad 
theology? What helped correct your thinking in the past?  
Is there help needed today in some way? Discuss with 
your trustworthy companions.

5. Mary trusts God without understanding. Has this been your 
experience? How does Gods past faithfulness keep you in 
your present confusion?

6. Do you think it is accidental that God uses a barren woman  
and a virgin to birth such important figures in human 
history? Why does He do that? Are you looking in the right 
places for God to move today? 

7. Pray for the grace to receive discipline and let it have the 
effect of obedience (see Zechariah) AND for grace to reply 
to Gods word with the simple heart of trust and action (see 
Mary). 
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