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Personal Reflection
1. When have you followed Jesus through dark times? Did you grow and 

graduate, remain where you were or go backwards in your faith? 
2. Read Philippians 1:6 out loud to yourself. Now read it again. Are you 

confident in this promise? Talk to God about it.

Group Discussion
3. Respond to “God is at work all the time ON his time (even in the dark). 

How is God working in your dark and disappointment? What causes 
you to believe this even when you can’t see it?

4. Is honoring Jesus high on your Christmas list? Joseph and Nicodemus 
sacrificially worshipped Jesus, offering up their position and 
possessions. What can you give him (if you are a shepherd or a wise 
man or maybe a drummer boy…you may already know)?

5. What stands out about the women who care for Jesus? Do you see 
something in them that you want to be said of you?

6. What is dead and buried today? How does the nature of a seed bring 
hope to the miracle that may right now be taking place?

Plan of Action
7. Tune your own heart to live expectantly for God’s kingdom like Joseph 

of Arimathea. (vs. 51 and John 19:38-42) In the build up to Christmas, 
let fear and doubt be dead and buried to you…and set time aside every 
day to celebrate Christmas. Write down what you are seeing and 
celebrating.

8. Read through the “Actions in the dark” section of the notes. Put the truth 
of these into practice. 

C.T. = God is at work all the time…ON 
his time (even in the dark)

*NEXT WEEK:  Christmas Sunday!

Questions for the Community

Discipleship	in	the	Dark:	Joseph	of	the	Jewish	Council	
Luke	23:50-53	

Discipleship	in	the	Dark:	Hometown	Women		
	 Luke	23:50-53

ACTION	in	the	dark:	
1. Turn on the light
Psalm 119:105

 
2.  Turn to the light
Psalm 121:1-2

3.  Walk in the light
Psalm 89:15

Jesus	is	buried	Luke	23:53	
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