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Acts 9:36-42 The Resurrection of Dorcas

How Serving Makes an Impact

1. Serving makes an impact because serving is SIGNIFICANT.

Acts 9:36 “Dorcas… was always doing good and helping the poor.”

If you died, would the church plan your funeral 
or would they pray for your resurrection?

Matthew 20:25-27 “But Jesus called them together and said, ‘You know that the rulers 
in this world lord it over their people, and officials flaunt their authority over those 
under them. But among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among 
you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first among you must become your 
slave.’”

Simple acts done in great love lead to significance.

Matthew 25:21 “The master was full of praise. ‘Well done, my good and faithful 
servant. You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you 
many more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!”

At the end of life, it’s not the role you played that matters, 
but the service you gave.
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Matthew 10:40-42 “Anyone who receives you receives Me, and anyone who receives 
Me receives the Father who sent Me. If you receive a prophet as one who speaks for 
God, you will be given the same reward as a prophet. And if you receive righteous 
people because of their righteousness, you will be given a reward like theirs. And if 
you give even a cup of cold water to one of the least of My followers, you will surely be 
rewarded.”

Mark 10:45 “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and 
to give His life as a ransom for many.”

John 13:15-17 “I have given you an example to follow. Do as I have done to you. I 
tell you the truth, slaves are not greater than their master. Nor is the messenger more 
important than the one who sends the message. Now that you know these things, God 
will bless you for doing them.”

2. Serving makes an impact because serving is a STEP UP.

Acts 9:40-41 “Peter…got down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead 
woman, he said, ‘Dorcas, get up.’ She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. He 
took her by the hand and helped her to her feet.”

When you invest in what’s significant to God, 
He will invest in your success.

Luke 16:10 “If you are faithful in little things, you will be faithful in large ones. But if 
you are dishonest in little things, you won’t be honest with greater responsibilities.”

Matthew 25:29 “To those who use well what they are given, even more will be given, 
and they will have an abundance. But from those who do nothing, even what little they 
have will be taken away.”

Zechariah 4:10 “Do not despise these small beginnings, for the Lord rejoices to see 
the work begin.”

The fruit in your future exists in the seeds of your faithfulness today.

Galatians 6:9 “Let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if 
we do not give up.”



Destiny is not a drive-through.

3. Serving makes an impact because serving SHINES GOD’S LIGHT.

Acts 9:41-42 “Peter…called the believers and the widows and presented Dorcas to 
them alive. This became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord.”

Matthew 5:14, 16 “You are the light of the world - like a city on a hilltop that cannot 
be hidden. In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that 
everyone will praise your heavenly Father.”

Luke 1:68, 74 “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because He has come and has 
redeemed His people…to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and to enable us to 
serve Him without fear…”

1 Peter 4:10 “God has given each of you a gift from His great variety of spiritual gifts. 
Use them well to serve one another.” 

1 Corinthians 12:7 “Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the 
common good.” 

Romans 12:11 “Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the 
Lord.”  

Memory Verse: Matthew 5:16 “Let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that 
everyone will praise your heavenly Father.”


