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Jeremiah 29:11-13 (NLT, pg. 651) For I know the plans I 
have for you,” says the lord. “They are plans for good and 
not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. In those 
days when you pray, I will listen. If you look for me 
wholeheartedly, you will find me. 
 
 
Revelation 2:8-11 (NLT, pg. 1042) 
 
 
The Good: You are __________ 
 
Philippians 4:11-13 (NLT, pg. 985) I have learned how to be 
content with whatever I have. I know how to live on almost 
nothing or with everything. I have learned the secret of 
living in every situation, whether it is with a full stomach or 
empty, with plenty or little. For I can do everything through 
Christ, who gives me strength. 
 
 
The Bad: ______________________ 
 
James 1:2-4 (NLT, pg. 1019) Dear brothers and sisters, 
when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an 
opportunity for great joy. For you know that when your 
faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. So 
let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, 
you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing. 
 
Romans 6:23 (NLT, pg. 939) For the wages of sin is death, 
but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus 
our Lord.  
 

What to do next: 
 

1. Don’t be _________________ 

1 John 4:18-19 (NLT, pg. 1033) Such love has no fear, 
because perfect love expels all fear. If we are afraid, it is 
for fear of punishment, and this shows that we have not 
fully experienced his perfect love. We love each other 
because he loved us first. 
 

2. Pass the _____________ 

John 10:10 (NLT, pg. 892) The thief’s purpose is to steal 
and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give them a rich and 
satisfying life. 
 
Matthew 25:29 (NLT, pg. 824) To those who use well what 
they are given, even more will be given, and they will have 
an abundance. But from those who do nothing, even what 
little they have will be taken away. 
 
 
Final Thought: _______________________________ (NLT, pg. 
1025) The end of the world is coming soon. Therefore, be 
earnest and disciplined in your prayers. Most important of 
all, continue to show deep love for each other, for love 
covers a multitude of sins. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



When Jesus Went to Church week 2 Discussion Questions 
The church in Smyrna is told they are rich, even though they are 
suffering and in poverty. How do you think the people in this church 
responded to this statement from Jesus? Explain in your own words 
how this can even be possible. Read Philippians 4:11-13. How do 
these words of Paul support this concept? Have you experienced this 
concept in your own life? Why or why not?  
 
Read Revelation 2:10. Have you ever felt like the devil had thrown 
you into prison to test you? Explain. Read Matthew 4:1-2 and Luke 
22:31-34. How does these passages relate to Revelation 2:10? Does it 
make you feel any better that Jesus and Peter both went through 
tests from the devil? Why or why not? Why do you think God would 
include something like this as a part of our faith journey? Explain. 
(hint: read James 1:2-8) 
 
Read Revelation 2:11. How would you explain “the second death” to 
someone who is new in the faith? There is a natural tension for every 
believer between wanting to be with Jesus and fulfilling our time God 
gives us in this world. Read Philippians 1:20-26. How can this 
perspective help you with this natural tension? Explain.  
 
The church in Smyrna is told to not be afraid and to pass the tests 
that come at them. Which of these two action steps are most 
important in your faith journey right now? Explain. What do you think 
Oregon Trail needs to learn from the church in Smyrna? Will you 
commit to diligent prayer during this series about how Oregon Trail 
can continue our mission and what your role is in this effort? 


