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Mark - Session 9 
Scripture In This Lesson: Mark 9:42-10:34 

Goals:  
 In this week’s session, Jesus confronts the priorities and prejudices of the world 
with the economy of the Kingdom of God. The questions we’re left to consider is what 
would it look like to take hold of eternal life in Christ? What would you be wiling to give 
up? Jesus here is communicating the importance of what’s at stake. This isn’t merely a 
philosophy among other philosophies. This is the very Kingdom of God. This is life and 
death on an eternal scale. Participants this week will be called to consider what we’d be 
wiling to let go of to claim that to which Jesus has called us. 

Part 1 - This Isn’t A Game And Jesus Isn’t Playing Around 
 Read Mark 9:42-50 

42 “If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to 
stumble, it would be better for them if a large millstone were hung around their 
neck and they were thrown into the sea. 43 If your hand causes you to stumble, 
cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than with two hands to go into 
hell, where the fire never goes out. 45 And if your foot causes you to stumble, 
cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than to have two feet and be 
thrown into hell. 47 And if your eye causes you to stumble, pluck it out. It is 
better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes 
and be thrown into hell, 48 where  

   “ ‘the worms that eat them do not die, 
   and the fire is not quenched.’  

49 Everyone will be salted with fire.  

50 “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty again? 
Have salt among yourselves, and be at peace with each other.” 

Mark 9:42-50 (NIV) 

Questions To Consider: 
1. Think of a tough decision you’ve had to make. Has there been a time when drastic 

but necessary action had to be taken due to the gravity of a situation? Would you be 
willing to share? 

2. Jesus’ illustrations here are pretty intense. Why would he us such dramatic 
language? What does it tell us about the way he views the importance of the topic 
being discussed? 
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3. Salty has kind of a different meaning in our culture today. What do you think Jesus 
means when he says “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it 
salty again? Have salt among yourselves, and be at peace with each other.”? 

Some Explanation: 
 Jesus takes something of an intense turning his illustrations, doesn’t he? And at 
first blush, it may seem like it’s all a bit much. That is, of course, until we consider the 
stakes at play. In a world that can sometimes take a casual approach to discussions of 
faith and belief, Jesus is offering this stark and sobering message that this is in fact a 
matter of eternal life and eternal death. This is not a discussion to be minimized or 
softened. 
 It’s for this reason Jesus says to those who would hear, ‘Whatever you have to 
give up that would keep you from claiming life, lose it.’ Whether it be a hand, foot, or 
eye, if it’s killing you, it’s got to go. Similarly, in his first sentence in this passage, we’re 
reminded that we have a responsibility to others in this regard. It would be better to sink 
into the sea than to bear the punishment of leading others astray. Make no mistake, the 
matters at hand are of the utmost importance, and Jesus uses language to drive that 
point home.  
 Now, to be clear, this isn’t about someone who’s young in the faith and just 
doesn’t have everything figured out yet. We’re all in the process of becoming who we’ll 
be, learning and growing as we do. This is about an understanding of what’s at stake 
and committing to do what we can when we can to draw nearer to God and cast off that 
which would kill. 
 Salt was used as both a seasoning and a preservative. It protected food from 
decay and kept it good. This language of being salt and light shows up a couple times in 
Scripture in this regard. Similarly, fire is often used in reference to purification and 
connection to the sacrificial fire of the altar. In 1 Corinthians 3 Paul speaks of those who 
build on the foundation of Jesus. Whether they build with ‘gold, silver, costly stones, 
wood, hay or straw, their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it 
to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person’s 
work.’ (1 Corinthians 3:12-13) 
 Everyone is going to experience this purifying fire when Christ returns. The 
question is, what will remain when the impurities have been burned away? 
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Part 2 - You’re Asking The Wrong Question 
 Read Mark 10:1-12 

1 Jesus then left that place and went into the region of Judea and across the 
Jordan. Again crowds of people came to him, and as was his custom, he taught 
them. 

2 Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful for a man to 
divorce his wife?” 

3 “What did Moses command you?” he replied. 

4 They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send 
her away.” 

5 “It was because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this law,” Jesus 
replied. 6 “But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female.’ 7 
‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, 
8 and the two will become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9 
Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 

10 When they were in the house again, the disciples asked Jesus about this. 11 
He answered, “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman 
commits adultery against her. 12 And if she divorces her husband and marries 
another man, she commits adultery.” 

Mark 10:1-12 (NIV) 

Questions To Consider: 
1. In explaining their understanding of divorce, the Pharisees said, “Moses permitted a 

man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away.” Is there anything that 
stands out to you from this? How did the Pharisees understand this process? 

2. Jesus could have offered a simple yes or no as an answer, but notice how he 
responds starting in verse 5. Why do you think he answers the way he does? 
 

3. How does Jesus’ answer to the Pharisees continue the theme from the last passage 
of elevating the nature of the conversation? 
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Some Explanation: 
 The passage the Pharisees are referencing is found in Deuteronomy 24. In it, 
Moses allows that a man may write a certificate of divorce if his wife ‘becomes 
displeasing to him because he finds something indecent about her.’ While it seems likely 
that this originally had to do with adultery, by the time of the conversation here the 
Pharisees had allowed for it to mean any number of things from overcooking dinner to 
adultery and anything in between; whatever caused the husband to be ‘displeased.’ 
 Though Moses had spoken to set parameters around an accepted and 
unfortunate reality such as divorce, his words had been used to create a casual 
approach to divorce that put women and the very institution of marriage at risk. 
Consider the insecurity as a woman in a patriarchal society knowing that you could be 
‘sent from the house’ for some relatively trivial reason! 
 So, in Jesus’ answer, he doesn’t simply give a yes or no, but reframes the stakes 
of the conversation as we saw him do in the previous passage. He goes back to the 
intent and spiritual significance of marriage. Emphasizing that in marriage a holy event 
occurs whereby God brings two together as one flesh, united. He reminds his hearers 
that this union was ordained by God in the very act of creation. This is not some 
hypothetical question about legal matters, but a conversation about the manner in which 
we view a holy work of God in marriage. 
 Though, as Doug mentioned in his comments on this reading, divorce may 
sometimes be necessary, a casual approach to it is offensive to God. And Jesus takes 
the opportunity to make that clear. Taken together with the harsh language in the 
previous passage, we see a theme of Jesus calling the people back to holy fear of God 
rather than a casual examination of laws. 
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Part 3 - Why The Disciples Weren’t Good Babysitters 
 Read Mark 10:13-16 

13 People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on 
them, but the disciples rebuked them. 14 When Jesus saw this, he was 
indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 15 Truly I tell you, 
anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter 
it.” 16 And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and 
blessed them. 

Mark 10:13-16 (NIV) 

Questions To Consider: 
1. We’ve all been there. We reacted in the moment only to realize that our initial 

impulse was wrong. Would you be willing to share a time you were confronted with 
your own misplaced priorities and how you recognized and corrected the behavior? 

2. What do you think Jesus means when he says that ‘the kingdom of God belongs to 
such as these’? 
 

 
 

3. As Doug mentioned in his comments for this passage, Jesus here is flipping the 
tables on the values of the day and asserting the values of the Kingdom of God in 
their place. What broader traits of the Kingdom do we see in Jesus’ response? Who 
matters? What’s most important? And why?  
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Some Explanation: 
 The disciples were still learning and growing, putting off old ways of 
understanding that they might take up the cause and values of the Kingdom of God 
embodied in Christ Jesus. This is just another example of them learning to think 
differently. Truthfully, anyone else would have reacted similarly to the way they did. Kids 
weren’t held in high regard at the time, and the thought of the busy work of this Rabbi 
being interrupted by children was unconscionable. So the disciples no doubt thought 
they were doing the right thing. 
 But Jesus was no ordinary teacher. He is the Messiah who came to seek out the 
least and the last and the lost. And in the culture of the day, that included children, 
considered among the least of the culture of the day. Not only does he invite them to 
come to him, but, taking them in his arms, he goes so far to declare to the disciples, 
those who had not so long ago been arguing about who would be the most important in 
the Kingdom, that the Kingdom of God belongs not to the high and mighty, but to ones 
who draw near as children. 
 What could he mean? This was no doubt the question that the disciples were 
asking themselves. These children approached Jesus with no expectation and nothing 
to give. They simply drew near ready to accept whatever he offered as good. They 
came with open hands trusting Jesus to provide. It is with that same spirit of humility 
that we are called to come to Christ. 
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Part 4 - He Would Do Anything For Love, But He Won’t Do That 
 Read Mark 10:17-31 

17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before 
him. “Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God 
alone. 19 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall not 
commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall 
not defraud, honor your father and mother.’” 

20 “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.” 

21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell 
everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. 
Then come, follow me.” 

22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth. 

23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to 
enter the kingdom of God!” 

24 The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, “Children, 
how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom 
of God.” 

26 The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, “Who then 
can be saved?” 

27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with 
God; all things are possible with God.” 

28 Then Peter spoke up, “We have left everything to follow you!” 

29 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus replied, “no one who has left home or brothers or 
sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel 30 will fail 
to receive a hundred times as much in this present age: homes, brothers, 
sisters, mothers, children and fields—along with persecutions—and in the age to 
come eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.” 

Mark 10:17-31 (NIV) 
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Questions To Consider: 
1. Why do you think Jesus responds to the man’s question by asking, “Why do you call 

me good?” Noting that he doesn’t wait for an answer, what is his purpose here? 

2. Before Jesus responds to the mans assertion that he’s kept the commandments 
since he was a boy, we read that “Jesus looked at him and loved him.” What’s the 
significance of this, particularly in light of how things play out? 

3. What similarities to you see to this passage and the passage we read at the start of 
this session (9:42-50)? What is the overarching message regarding the Kingdom of 
God? 

4. Whether you want to share this with the group or not, take a moment to consider 
what you may be holding on to that is keeping you from fully taking hold of eternal 
life in Christ. 

Some Explanation: 
 This passage can be tough for Christians in wealthy nations to read. After all, we 
live in a culture that places tremendous value on financial wealth, on possessions and 
ownership. We find our security in it. And in this passage, Jesus seems to be calling us 
out for it.  
 To be clear, Jesus isn’t saying that owning things or having financial wealth is, in 
and of itself, an evil. This is more about the heart. You may have your wealth, but would 
you hold on to it if it was killing you? Would you let go of the cookie to get your hand out 
of the cookie jar? The man left, dejected, because of his unwillingness to give up all that 
he had to follow Jesus. Consider the example of the disciples who had dropped their 
nets or stepped away from their tax collection booths to follow. In contrast, when Jesus 
said to follow him, the rich young man was too tied down by his wealth. 
 Notice that Jesus takes no joy in this. This isn’t some ‘gotcha’ moment. Jesus 
looks on the man in love. You can imagine a compassionate gaze as he gets ready to 
break the man’s heart; longing for him to make the right choice. He loved the man and 
told him exactly what was holding him back. Had it been any one of us, though the 
weight we needed to cut loose may have been different, the look and tone would have 
been the same. Look on what you’re holding too tightly. Will you let it go to take hold of 
something more?  
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Part 5 - One More Time For The People In The Back 
 Read Mark 10:32-34 

32 They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with Jesus leading the way, and the 
disciples were astonished, while those who followed were afraid. Again he took 
the Twelve aside and told them what was going to happen to him. 33 “We are 
going up to Jerusalem,” he said, “and the Son of Man will be delivered over to 
the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death 
and will hand him over to the Gentiles, 34 who will mock him and spit on him, 
flog him and kill him. Three days later he will rise.” 

Mark 10:32-34 (NIV) 

Questions To Consider: 
1. Sometimes following Jesus means following even in the face of our fear. When was 

a time you’ve been called to follow Jesus in faith despite anxieties, fears, or doubts? 
Would you share? 

2. Why do you think the disciples are fearful as they follow Jesus? 

3. Why do you think Jesus keeps repeating what’s to happen at Jerusalem? 
 
 
 
Some Explanation: 

 One can’t help but wonder at the mixture of astonishment and fear on the part of 
the disciples as they follow Jesus toward Jerusalem. Why are they fearful? Is it perhaps 
that things are starting to become real to them? After all, Jesus has told them a couple 
times now that he’s to be arrested and killed at the hands of the religious leaders and 
rise again on the third day. Up until now they’ve more or less shrugged it off, confused 
at the meaning. But now they’re headed to Jerusalem, to the place where these things 
will happen. As theory is becoming reality, it makes sense that the disciples are starting 
to come to grips with what’s about to happen and are scared. 
 Again, Jesus takes the opportunity to share with them what’s to happen. Yes, he 
will be arrested. Yes, he will be beaten, mocked, and killed. But he will rise! Don’t forget! 
It would be easy to focus on the cost of the path ahead and lose sight of the victory, 
particularly if you were still hung up on the idea of the Messiah as a military hero. But to 
the suffering servant, the sacrificial lamb who is also the Lion of Judah, it is the fullness 
of story that is key for the Kingdom message going into the world. This is a story of 
victory despite what it may look like at times. And we must count the cost that we may 
build the Kingdom as disciples who would follow Jesus. 

Please Close In Prayer


