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Mark - Session 10 
Scripture In This Lesson: Mark 10:35-11:33 

Goals:  
 In this week’s session, participants will join the disciples in learning more of what 
authority, greatness, and the Kingship of the Son of God looks like as Jesus and his 
followers enter Jerusalem, making their way to his arrest, crucifixion, and resurrection. 

Part 1 - Way To Read The Room, Guys 
 Read Mark 10:35-45 

35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,” they 
said, “we want you to do for us whatever we ask.” 

36 “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. 

37 They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your 
glory.” 

38 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I 
drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?” 

39 “We can,” they answered.  

Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the 
baptism I am baptized with, 40 but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. 
These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared.” 

41 When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and John. 
42 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded 
as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise 
authority over them. 43 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become 
great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first must 
be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

Mark 10:35-45 (NIV) 

Questions To Consider: 
1. What’s your immediate reaction to the request of James and John? Why? What is it 

about this request that makes it so shocking and out of place? (Hint: See Mark 
10:32-34) 
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2. Why do you think the disciples are struggling so much to understand what’s about to 
happen despite Jesus stating it now three times? How is their misunderstanding of 
the role of the Messiah and the Kingdom of God clouding their understanding? 

3. What do you think Jesus means when he talks about the cup he will drink and the 
baptism he’ll be baptized with?  
 
 
 
 

4. What does power look like in the Kingdom of God? 

Some Explanation: 
 Three times now, Jesus has explained that he is to go to Jerusalem where he’ll 
be arrested, beaten, crucified, and rise again. And three times the disciples have 
struggled with the reality of it. With visions of the Messiah as a conquering king coming 
to earthly power and authority over a renewed Kingdom of Israel, the disciples struggle 
to come to grips with a Messiah who will not take life, but lay down his own; not sit on 
an earthly throne, but hang from a cross. Consequently, they are thinking about the 
opportunities for privilege, power, and glory when their rabbi claims an earthly kingdom. 
 The problem, as we know, is that the Kingdom of God is going to meet their 
expectations and turn them on their heads. In this Kingdom it is not sitting above others 
that serves as a sign of greatness, but washing their feet. It is not being served or given 
gifts, but serving others and giving of yourself. 
 The request of James and John, and the reaction of the other disciples, puts on 
display the fact that they just don’t get it. When Jesus speaks of the cup he will drink 
and the baptism with which he’ll be baptized, they have in mind the privilege and pomp 
of a royal court rather than the persecution and suffering awaiting the Son of Man in 
Jerusalem. They readily claim a future they don’t understand. 
 Rather than a firm rebuke, Jesus takes the opportunity to teach of the difference 
between power, authority, and greatness in the Kingdom of God and that of the world. 
To be great is to serve. To be first is to be last. And to live is to die to self. 



Mark Study Guide 3

Part 2 - I’ll Tell You What I Want, What I Really Really Want 
 Read Mark 10:46-52 

46 Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large 
crowd, were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (which means “son of 
Timaeus”), was sitting by the roadside begging. 47 When he heard that it was 
Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 
me!” 

48 Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son 
of David, have mercy on me!” 

49 Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.”  

So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you.” 
50 Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus. 

51 “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him.  

The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.” 

52 “Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received his 
sight and followed Jesus along the road. 

Mark 10:46-52 (NIV) 

Questions To Consider: 
1. Think about what you would do if you knew Jesus was walking by. Would you cry 

out to him? Would you stay silent? Why or why not? What would your reaction be? 

2. Why do you think Jesus asks Bartimaeus what he wants him to do? What is the 
importance of having Bartimaeus answer this question? 
 

3. What did Bartimaeus walk away from to call out to Jesus and run to him? What did 
he gain? 
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Some Explanation: 
 There’s something visceral about this story. The way Bartimaeus cries out to 
Jesus when he hears that he’s passing by. There’s a reckless abandon in this man who 
realizes that, whatever else he may have hoped in to this point in his life there’s 
something unique about Jesus. It leads him to call out to him and to raise his voice all 
the more amidst the crowds who would keep him quiet. He doesn’t care what others 
think. His only care is getting to Jesus. There’s a powerful message for all of us who 
would call on the name of the Lord. What is keeping you from throwing off your blanket, 
pushing through the crowds and calling out to Jesus? 
 Interesting as well is Jesus’ response to the mans cries for mercy. Seeing the 
blind man, one would assume Jesus had a pretty clear idea what he’d ask of him. And 
yet, despite the seemingly obvious answer, Jesus asks him to say it. “What do you want 
me to do for you?” It’s a question that needed an answer. Did he want power, wealth, 
fame, or prestige? Others, far closer to Jesus, had asked him for such things. No, 
Bartimaeus wanted to see, and it was in faith that Jesus could meet him in that need 
that he cried out in the middle of the crowd and didn’t let up until he heard the voice of 
Jesus respond. 
 And Jesus responds as he has so many times to so many others, “Your faith has 
healed you.” His confidence in who Jesus was opened his heart to receive the healing 
that Jesus was standing at the ready to offer. His faith, certainly the size of a mustard 
seed at the very least, met the power of Jesus, and something miraculous happened. 
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Part 3 - Everyone Loves A Parade 
 Read Mark 11:1-11 

1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the 
village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which 
no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are 
you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here shortly.’ ” 

4 They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As they 
untied it, 5 some people standing there asked, “What are you doing, untying that 
colt?” 6 They answered as Jesus had told them to, and the people let them go. 7 
When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it. 8 
Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they 
had cut in the fields. 9 Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted,  

  “Hosanna!” 

 “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”  
10  “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” 

 “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

11 Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple courts. He looked around 
at everything, but since it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the 
Twelve. 

Mark 11:1-11 (NIV) 

Questions To Consider: 
1. How do you suppose the disciples would have been feeling as they went into town 

to take a colt they didn’t own, armed only with the response Jesus had given them? 
Has there ever been a time when God called you to a task that required you to trust 
his leading and provision? Would you share? 

2. How does this passage, with people singing praises to Jesus, celebrating him as 
king and Messiah according to their understanding, stand out to you and stand apart 
from what we’ve seen of Jesus so far and what we know is to come? 

3. How do you think the people saw Jesus at this point? As they hailed him with royal 
and messianic language, do you think they understood the nature of his King-ship? 
Why or why not? 
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Some Explanation: 
 This passage has always been interesting to me for a couple of reasons. In the 
first place, we have the disciples who are sent into town to take a colt. Essentially, 
they’re told they’ll find a colt tied up and just take it. If anyone asks, they should just tell 
them that the Lord needs it and they’ll be fine. Consider how you’d feel if you were sent 
to do something like that. You can probably relate if you’ve ever found yourself in a 
place where, though you were there for completely innocent reasons, you were left 
wondering, “What will people think if they see me here?” Ministry can call us into 
situations like that a lot. As we reach out to those society would exclude. And yet, 
trusting in Jesus and listening for the leading of the Holy Spirit we move forward, 
trusting in the faithfulness of God. 
 The other interesting thing about this is the way the people react to Jesus arrival 
in Jerusalem. Remember that these cries will in just a matter of days be replaced with 
cries of “Crucify him!” I remember as a kid thinking how odd it was that the same people 
praising Jesus as he came into the city could turn so quickly in less than a week. How 
could that happen? They were just calling out to him, proclaiming his blessings, using 
the language of the Messiah, and then, days later, they call for his death! 
 At the core of this shift is something that we’ve already seen among others, a 
fundamental misunderstanding of what it means for the Messiah to have come and what 
the Kingdom of God is going to look like. The people were looking for and expecting a 
messiah that would come in power, overthrowing Roman rule and re-establishing the 
Kingdom of Israel. What they got instead was, from all appearances, the lowly man, 
Jesus, a carpenter’s kid riding on a colt who came not with a military force behind him, 
but humbly and unassumingly. What they would see is a man who would be arrested, 
beaten, crucified, and killed. It was nothing like what they were expecting. Even the 
disciples struggled to comprehend what was happening. And so with their confidence 
shaken, and their expectations unmet, the disciples will run and the people will turn. 
 This is a parade of pomp and song that, though directed at Jesus, is really not for 
him, but for who the people expect him to be. But Jesus has something far greater in 
store than an earthly king or kingdom. 
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Part 4 - Jesus Cleans House 
 Read Mark 11:12-26 

12 The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. 13 Seeing in 
the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit. When he 
reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was not the season for figs. 
14 Then he said to the tree, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his 
disciples heard him say it. 

15 On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple courts and began driving 
out those who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the 
money changers and the benches of those selling doves, 16 and would not allow 
anyone to carry merchandise through the temple courts. 17 And as he taught 
them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be called a house of prayer for all 
nations’? But you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’” 

18 The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking for 
a way to kill him, for they feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at 
his teaching. 

19 When evening came, Jesus and his disciples went out of the city. 

20 In the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the 
roots. 21 Peter remembered and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree you 
cursed has withered!” 

22 “Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. 23 “Truly I tell you, if anyone says to 
this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in their heart 
but believes that what they say will happen, it will be done for them. 24 
Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have 
received it, and it will be yours. 25 And when you stand praying, if you hold 
anything against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven may 
forgive you your sins.” 

Mark 11:12-26 (NIV) 

Questions To Consider: 
1. Why does Jesus curse the fig tree? What is the message for us as individual 

followers of Christ, and for the Church as a whole in this part of this passage? 

2. In the temple, Jesus models a righteous anger toward the merchants and money 
changers. Why is Jesus angry here? Why does it matter that there were merchants 
in the temple courts? What do we learn of what righteous anger looks like, and the 
types of things that should inspire it? 
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3. Why do the chief priests react the way they do? How is their reaction connected to 
Jesus rebuke of the merchants in the temple? How is it connected to the fig tree? 

4. What do we learn of prayer that is powerful and effective? Is Jesus saying here that 
with enough faith we’ll get whatever we want? Why or why not? 

Some Explanation: 
 On its own, the scene with the fig tree seems like a bit of a disconnect, but as 
Doug points out in his notes on this passage, the fig tree and the temple are connected. 
First, we have the fig tree that was not fulfilling its purpose of bearing figs. It was 
fruitless. Though seemingly full of life, it was barren and dead. In his curse over the fig 
tree, Jesus powerfully illustrates what happens to an empty religion that doesn’t remain 
faithful and bear the fruit of the Kingdom in the world. It dies. 
 Similarly, and even more powerfully, Jesus in the temple rebukes what the 
religious institutions of the day had become. Israel had been chosen by God to be a 
kingdom of priests and a light to the nations. Instead, in the area of the temple meant for 
Gentiles (aka “the nations”) to worship, the had allowed merchants and moneylenders. 
Some scholars even suggest that a trading route had begun passing through the temple 
courtyard as a shortcut, and the priests had allowed it! Imagine. This place that was 
meant to be a holy place of worship, open to any and all who would come to honor God 
was filled not only with merchant tables and booths, but with a stream of cargo passing 
through the very dwelling of God in their midst! It’s no surprise that Jesus is angry! Not 
only are the people failing to live into their calling of reaching the world, in their greed, 
they’re actively putting barriers in place that prevent others from drawing near to God. 
 In both the story of the fig tree and Jesus’ actions in the temple, we as followers 
of Christ and the temple of the Holy Spirit, and the Church as the Body of Christ in the 
world are challenged to an examination of self. We’re called upon to look closely at how 
we are continuing the mission of the Kingdom, and bearing the fruit of the Spirit in the 
world. Are we opening doors or creating barriers to others drawing near to God, and 
how do we rectify the situation? 
 Finally, Jesus speaks on prayer, illustrating as he’s done so many times, the role 
of faith in seeing and experiencing the power of God at work in the world. The message 
here isn’t that we’ll receive everything we ask for, but that hearts attuned to the heart of 
God, prayer prayers in line with the will of God, in the confidence of the faithfulness and 
power of God will see great things happen to the glory of God. 
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Part 5 - Answering A Question With A Question - Classic Jesus 
 Read Mark 11:27-33 

27 They arrived again in Jerusalem, and while Jesus was walking in the temple 
courts, the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders came to him. 28 
“By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you 
authority to do this?” 

29 Jesus replied, “I will ask you one question. Answer me, and I will tell you by 
what authority I am doing these things. 30 John’s baptism—was it from heaven, 
or of human origin? Tell me!” 

31 They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he 
will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 32 But if we say, ‘Of human origin’ 
…” (They feared the people, for everyone held that John really was a prophet.) 

33 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.”  

Jesus said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.” 
Mark 11:27-33 (NIV) 

Questions To Consider: 
1. Why are the religious leaders so focused on the source of Jesus’ authority? What 

does it say about the way they view power and position in general, and as it pertains 
to religion specifically? 

2. How does Jesus’ question reframe the conversation of the religious leaders? What 
is the focus of Jesus’ question as compared to the focus of the religious leaders?  

3. How does Jesus’ reframing of the conversation illustrate the nature of the Kingdom 
of God as compared to the earthly powers of the day? What do we learn of the 
nature fo the Kingdom at work in the world today? 
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Some Explanation: 
 In their question to Jesus, the religious leaders of the day illustrate the state of 
their hearts and where their focus lies. They are concerned with authority, power and 
position. They need to know by what authority Jesus is doing the things he’s doing, not 
so they too can submit to that authority, but so that they can either affirm or deny it 
against their own earthly authority. This is political maneuvering and nothing more; 
playing by the rules of little kings and little kingdoms. 
 Jesus, on the other hand, has come to usher in the very Kingdom of God. He is 
here not under the banner of yet another authority or empire, but under the banner of 
the Living God who calls not for rote submission to an authority, but to a faithful 
response to glorious God of creation who has come to free, heal, and save. This 
distinction is made evident in the question he offers as a response. 
 Notice, rather than asking a question about authority, Jesus asks a question 
about origin. Where did John’s message of repentance and baptism come from, heaven 
or humans? It’s a question that moves beyond power politics to the discussion of the 
very nature of what God is doing in the world. Until the religious leaders were capable of 
distinguishing between the work of human hands or the work of God and responding 
accordingly, the conversation of authority held little meaning. Simply put, the religious 
leaders didn’t know what they were talking about. 
 There’s a cautionary tale for us in this. It’s easy to allow our understanding of 
faith to be defined using the language and values of the world. The work of the Kingdom 
is something altogether different. It is a continued work of redemption and restoration 
through Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit, and to the glory of the Father. The 
Kingdom of God is not beholden to earthly powers or authorities. To live as the Church, 
then, is to know where our allegiance ultimately lies and to submit all other authorities to 
the King of all Creation. 

Please Close In Prayer


