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Mark - Session 12 
Scripture In This Lesson: Mark 12:41 - 14:26 

Goals:  
 As Jesus is making his way to his death and resurrection, he continues in his 
words and actions to communicate to those who would listen the true nature of the 
Messiah and the Kingdom of God. He’s setting expectations for what is to come, not 
online in the next days, but in the timeline of eternity. In this week’s study, participants 
will be challenged to an approach to the day to day of life that keeps in mind the 
purposes, priorities, and plans of the Kingdom of God. 

Part 1 - Less Is More 
 Read Mark 12:41-44 

41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched 
the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in 
large amounts. 42 But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper 
coins, worth only a few cents. 

43 Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has 
put more into the treasury than all the others. 44 They all gave out of their 
wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.” 

Mark 12:41-44 (NIV) 

Questions To Consider: 
1. Has there ever been a time when you felt like you had little to give, but God used it 

in great ways? Please share. 

2. What is it that Jesus celebrates in this woman’s gift and why? 

3. What does the woman’s gift tell us about her faithfulness? What does it look like for 
you to exhibit the same faithfulness in your life? 
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Some Explanation: 
 Jesus continues to turn the values of the day on their heads. It’s interesting to 
note the manner in which he does so. Human wisdom would say that the larger gifts 
were more impactful and important, and in many ways this was the case. It stands to 
reason that larger gifts would allow for larger purchases and go further in meeting the 
needs they were meant to address. That being said, Jesus’ statement doesn’t take 
away from the faithfulness or value of the larger gifts, but instead elevates the gift of the 
widow. 
 It would have been easy to dismiss the gift of the widow when compared to the 
obviously valuable larger gifts of the wealthy. In pointing out the widow’s gift, however, 
Jesus draws the attention of the disciples to a wealth and value that goes beyond 
human understanding. Here the wealth is faithfulness and generosity, and a willingness 
to give all to the glory of God. The woman gives not a portion, but all that she has, such 
as it is. 
 One wonders how the woman felt as she approached with her small gift tucked 
away in her hand; as others made their large gifts and she perhaps wondered if anyone 
would even notice her contribution. In fact, she may have been hoping that no one 
would notice; that she could enter and leave without drawing attention. But someone did 
notice; the very Son of God, Jesus the Christ, who saw beyond two copper coins to the 
heart of a faithful woman whose gift, though physically and financially small, 
overshadowed all others in its display of devotion to God. 
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Part 2 - Don’t Get Distracted 
 Read Mark 13:1-31 

1 As Jesus was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, 
Teacher! What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!” 

2 “Do you see all these great buildings?” replied Jesus. “Not one stone here will 
be left on another; every one will be thrown down.” 

3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, 
James, John and Andrew asked him privately, 4 “Tell us, when will these things 
happen? And what will be the sign that they are all about to be fulfilled?” 

5 Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 6 Many will come in 
my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and will deceive many. 7 When you hear of wars 
and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is 
still to come. 8 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 
There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are the 
beginning of birth pains.  

9 “You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local councils and 
flogged in the synagogues. On account of me you will stand before governors 
and kings as witnesses to them. 10 And the gospel must first be preached to all 
nations. 11 Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do not worry 
beforehand about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is 
not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit. 

12 “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child. Children will rebel 
against their parents and have them put to death. 13 Everyone will hate you 
because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 

14 “When you see ‘the abomination that causes desolation’ standing where it 
does not belong—let the reader understand—then let those who are in Judea 
flee to the mountains. 15 Let no one on the housetop go down or enter the 
house to take anything out. 16 Let no one in the field go back to get their cloak. 
17 How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing 
mothers! 18 Pray that this will not take place in winter, 19 because those will be 
days of distress unequaled from the beginning, when God created the world, 
until now—and never to be equaled again. 

20 “If the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would survive. But for the 
sake of the elect, whom he has chosen, he has shortened them. 21 At that time 
if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ or, ‘Look, there he is!’ do not 
believe it. 22 For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform 
signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 23 So be on your 
guard; I have told you everything ahead of time.  
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24 “But in those days, following that distress,  

   “ ‘the sun will be darkened, 
   and the moon will not give its light; 
25  the stars will fall from the sky, 
   and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’  

26 “At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great 
power and glory. 27 And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the 
four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens. 

28 “Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and 
its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 29 Even so, when you see 
these things happening, you know that it is near, right at the door. 30 Truly I tell 
you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have 
happened. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass 
away. 

Mark 13:1-31 (NIV) 

Questions To Consider: 
1. Consider the disciple’s awe at the ‘magnificent buildings’ and Jesus’ response. What 

are some of the ‘magnificent’ things we put our faith in and how do you think Jesus 
would challenge us in those views? 

2. Jesus’ conversation transitions to a discussion with Peter, James, John, and Andrew 
about the times to come. What does Jesus tell the disciples to watch out for and be 
on their guard against? What should we watch for and be on our guard against 
today? 
 

3. Where does Jesus call us to place our hope in the midst of the trials of the world? 
Where is victory found? What does it look like to live in the light of that hope? 
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Some Explanation: 
 While there’s certainly a temptation to try to parse out the full meaning of the 
language Jesus uses here to gain some insider information about the logistics of the 
return of Christ, such detailed information isn’t really the point. Jesus here is responding 
to the focus of the disciples on the beauty and importance of the Temple. Such a focus 
was in line with their view of the Messiah as one who would restore Israel and 
overthrow imperial oppressors. In their minds, it would make sense that the Temple, the 
very dwelling place of God in their midst, would be the crown jewel of such a Kingdom. 
 Jesus, however, reframes the conversation once again. The Temple will fall, he 
says. This is not where the hope of the future lies. Nor does it rest in strong walls and 
beautiful buildings where we might find protection. All of this will pass. There will be 
wars and disease, natural disasters and famines. There will be persecution for the 
faithful followers of Christ. And in the midst of all of it, the hope that will sustain isn’t to 
be found in beautiful stone buildings, but in the coming return of Christ in victory. 
 This is a message that calls the disciples and followers of Christ today to focus 
on what matters; to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith 
even as others would try to lay claim to our allegiance or stoke our fears. Rejoice that 
the birthing pangs of the world will usher in the very Kingdom of God in full as the Christ 
returns in power to claim the throne that belongs to him alone. It is not in the Temple 
that we find our hope, but in the very Risen Lord, himself. 



Mark Study Guide 6

Part 3 - Remember When Your Parents Left You A List Of Chores And You Waited 
Until Right Before They Got Home To Start? Don’t Do That. 
 Read Mark 13:32-37 

32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor 
the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when 
that time will come. 34 It’s like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts 
his servants in charge, each with their assigned task, and tells the one at the 
door to keep watch.  

35 “Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the 
house will come back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the 
rooster crows, or at dawn. 36 If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you 
sleeping. 37 What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’ ” 

Mark 13:32-37 (NIV) 

Questions To Consider: 
1. Why do you think we don’t get to know the day or hour of the return of Christ? How 

do you feel about that? 

2. Why is it important to ‘be on guard’ and ‘be alert’ for the return of Christ? 

3. What does it look like for us today to keep watch for that day? 

Some Explanation: 
 Continuing from the previous passage, this passage directly addresses our 
desire to have the logistics of the return of Christ in power figured out. On some level, 
we want to know such answers because it gives us a sense of control. We can plan. We 
can schedule. We can prepare. Jesus here tells us that no one apart from the Father, 
not even the Son, knows when that day will come. The call isn’t to strategy, but to 
faithful perseverance and service. 
 The message to readers and hearers, to those who would follow Christ as his 
disciples, is to remain at the ready always. We are to always be stewarding those 
people and things with which we’ve been entrusted by the Lord, watching for his return. 
In doing so, we have no reason to look to that day in fear or trepidation, but in hopeful 
expectation as Christ returns to claim that which is his. Let us present ourselves to him 
faithfully on that day as those who have, in the power and guiding of the Holy Spirit, 
drawn nearer to him each day in preparation for his arrival. 
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Part 4 - Crying Over Spilled Perfume 
 Read Mark 14:1-11 

1 Now the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread were only two days 
away, and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were scheming to arrest 
Jesus secretly and kill him. 2 “But not during the festival,” they said, “or the 
people may riot.” 

3 While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of Simon the Leper, 
a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure 
nard. She broke the jar and poured the perfume on his head. 

4 Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, “Why this 
waste of perfume? 5 It could have been sold for more than a year’s wages and 
the money given to the poor.” And they rebuked her harshly. 

6 “Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? She has done a 
beautiful thing to me. 7 The poor you will always have with you, and you can 
help them any time you want. But you will not always have me. 8 She did what 
she could. She poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare for my burial. 
9 Truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what 
she has done will also be told, in memory of her.” 

10 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray 
Jesus to them. 11 They were delighted to hear this and promised to give him 
money. So he watched for an opportunity to hand him over. 

Mark 14:1-11 (NIV) 

Questions To Consider: 
1. Compare and contrast the states of the hearts of the chief priests, teachers of the 

law, and Judas with the heart of this anonymous woman. What are the differences 
and why? 

2. What lesson do we learn from this woman and her actions in what it looks like to 
wholeheartedly follow Jesus? 

3. Judas’ response to this act of love and devotion is to choose to hand Jesus over to 
the chief priests. Consider what it was that hardened the heart of this disciple to 
such a degree. How do we guard against such hardening in our own lives? 
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Some Explanation: 
 It’s worth noting here that the religious leaders of the day aren’t concerned about 
their murderous thoughts toward Jesus because they’re sinful, but because the timing is 
inconvenient. A sinful world is pushing against the righteous Son of God. Like a 
cornered animal, it lashes out, and it does so through leaders who are more consumed 
with holding on to power than they are with the very work of God in their midst. They 
simply don’t have a mental framework to allow for the King of all creation who would 
dine at the table of a leper surrounded by outcasts; who would celebrate the least and 
the last and not bow before the social elite. And their reaction, rather than learning and 
growing, is resentment and anger. 
 In contrast, this woman who approached Jesus, overwhelmed at his presence, 
sought to give what was likely one of the most costly worldly goods she owned as an 
act of worship and devotion. Her response to this man who overturned everything she 
understood of the world was to give him the very best of herself, to turn over all that she 
had. 
 It’s a lesson in priorities. As others murmured among themselves about the 
audacity of this woman, the money she was wasting; as they offered the excuse that it 
could have been used for the poor, whether they would have done so or not, Jesus 
celebrates the truth that all good that they may do starts at the feet of the Son of God in 
worship. Make no mistake, what this woman is doing as she interrupts this dinner party 
is nothing less than worship that will resonate throughout history far more than any 
simple expensive bottle of perfume ever would on its own. 
 The passage closes with Judas who has had enough. He had followed a man 
claiming to be the Messiah with visions of grandeur, pomp, and power. Perhaps he 
believed that, in following Jesus, he would enjoy the glitz and glamour of an earthly 
Kingdom. Seeing that Jesus is not the King he had in mind, Judas leans in to his 
disillusionment and allows it to fester. Rather than learn, change, and grow he gives in 
to his anger and decides to betray the very Son of God. 
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Part 5 - A Dinner With Friends 
 Read Mark 14:12-26 

12 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when it was customary 
to sacrifice the Passover lamb, Jesus’ disciples asked him, “Where do you want 
us to go and make preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 

13 So he sent two of his disciples, telling them, “Go into the city, and a man 
carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him. 14 Say to the owner of the 
house he enters, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is my guest room, where I may eat 
the Passover with my disciples?’ 15 He will show you a large room upstairs, 
furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.” 

16 The disciples left, went into the city and found things just as Jesus had told 
them. So they prepared the Passover. 

17 When evening came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve. 18 While they were 
reclining at the table eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me—
one who is eating with me.” 

19 They were saddened, and one by one they said to him, “Surely you don’t 
mean me?” 

20 “It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, “one who dips bread into the bowl with 
me. 21 The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that 
man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been 
born.” 

22 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my body.” 

23 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
they all drank from it. 

24 “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many,” he said to 
them. 25 “Truly I tell you, I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until that 
day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 

26 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
Mark 14:12-26 (NIV) 



Mark Study Guide 10

Questions To Consider: 
1. Take a moment to consider the emotions around this meal from the discovery of the 

room just as Jesus had said, to the announcement that one of the twelve would 
betray Jesus, to the prayer of thanksgiving over the meal, to the sharing of that 
meal, and the declaration of the Kingdom of God. Is there one component that 
stands out to you? Why? 

2. Consider the statements Jesus’ makes as he breaks the bread and passes the cup 
among them. We’ve heard them countless times, but what does it mean that the 
bread broken is Jesus body, and the wine poured is his blood? What is the new 
covenant he speaks of? 
 
 

3. In observing Holy Communion, we join in this meal. As with the twelve, we are 
invited to come to a table prepared for us by the very Son of God; to share his 
meal… this meal, as friends and family. The bread remains for us the body broken. 
The blood remains the blood poured out. How would thinking of Holy Communion as 
your continued participation in the Last Supper of Christ change or enhance the 
manner in which you take Communion? 

Some Explanation: 
 In an intimate setting the disciples have gathered together with Jesus, the very 
Son of God, for an intimate celebration of the Passover meal. But this time the language 
and the tone add a new understanding to familiar words. A new covenant is proclaimed 
and displayed in the body and blood of Christ. 
 There’s a mixture of emotions as the disciples are at once amazed at the manner 
in which the space was provided and the language being used, and heartbroken and 
shocked at the idea that one among them would betray Jesus. One at that table who 
had seen everything, taken part in the ministry as they were sent out to heal the sick 
and drive out demons, and heard the voice of the Son of God declaring salvation over 
them would nonetheless walk away from all of it and receive a ransom for turning over 
their Lord, their teacher, and their friend. 
 The time of Jesus death and resurrection is drawing near, and Jesus is taking 
this opportunity to share this special time with those closest to him as he declares once 
again the larger purpose of God being worked out in their midst. As he does so he 
invites all who would follow to join in this meal throughout the history of the Church until 
one day we will enjoy it together again in the Kingdom of God following the return of 
Christ in power. For us as disciples following after Christ even now, the call is to allow 
ourselves to feel all of this, and to look with expectant hope to that magnificent day. 

Please Close In Prayer


