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Mark - Session 14 
Scripture In This Lesson: Mark 15:1-16:8 

Goals:  
 In Jesus death and resurrection we see the culmination fo Jesus ministry and 
mission here on Earth. Participants are invited to walk with Jesus on his journey to the 
cross, death, and resurrection. At each step, let us consider together the love of God 
that would see such a plan unfold, and the victory of Christ that offers the promise of 
eternal life to all who would receive it. This is a session of solemn reflection and joyful 
celebration as Christ’s victory, though it doesn’t appear as his followers at the time were 
expecting, is fulfilled in a display of love unlike any the world will ever know. 

Part 1 - “Are You The King Of The Jews?” 
 Read Mark 15:1-15 

1 Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the 
law and the whole Sanhedrin, made their plans. So they bound Jesus, led him 
away and handed him over to Pilate. 

2 “Are you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate.  

“You have said so,” Jesus replied. 

3 The chief priests accused him of many things. 4 So again Pilate asked him, 
“Aren’t you going to answer? See how many things they are accusing you of.” 

5 But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed. 

6 Now it was the custom at the festival to release a prisoner whom the people 
requested. 7 A man called Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists who 
had committed murder in the uprising. 8 The crowd came up and asked Pilate to 
do for them what he usually did. 

9 “Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate, 10 
knowing it was out of self-interest that the chief priests had handed Jesus over 
to him. 11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have Pilate release 
Barabbas instead. 

12 “What shall I do, then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?” Pilate 
asked them. 

13 “Crucify him!” they shouted. 

14 “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate.  

But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 
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15 Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had 
Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified. 

Mark 15:1-15 (NIV) 

Questions To Consider: 
1. The religious leaders knew the scriptures better than most, and yet plotted murder. 

Pilate knew Jesus was innocent, and yet sentenced him to death to appease the 
crowd. The people had seen the work of Jesus and cheered as he entered 
Jerusalem, and yet were turned by the political maneuverings of the religious 
leaders into a mob demanding blood. How do you suppose it is that someone can 
be so close to the Truth and miss it by such a wide mark? How do we guard against 
such things in our own lives? 

2. Do you think Pilate and Jesus meant the same thing when they spoke of the “King of 
the Jews?” How was their understanding different? How did this difference influence 
their understanding of the situation and the actions that followed? 

3. What do we learn of the challenges of following Christ in this interaction? What does 
discipleship look like and what obstacles will we face? 

 

Some Explanation: 
 The religious leaders had made their plans to protect their power, and now they 
were putting them into play. Unable or unwilling to issue a death sentence themselves, 
they handed Jesus over to the Roman authorities to do their dirty work. To his credit, 
Pilate saw through their orchestrations. He knew they were setting Jesus up. And yet, 
that didn’t stop him from doing exactly what they desired. Why? 
 Pilate is a case study in the dangers of choosing the wrong voices to which to 
listen. In one ear he had the Roman government and in the other he had the crowd 
outside his doors. The Roman’s would have frowned on him releasing someone who 
claimed an authority over that of Caesar. Hence his question, “Are you the King of the 
Jews?” The people were already incited into a mob. Who knows what would happen if 
Pilate didn’t follow through? Either way, his position was at risk. And so, rather than 
stand up for what he knew to be true, Pilate succumbs to the will of the loudest voices 
and condemns the Savior of the world to death. 
 The people present issue a similar warning to not be swayed by the loudest or 
most well-spoken voices in the room. From singing Hosannah to shouting crucify, the 
tone in Jerusalem has changed considerably. 
 For those who would follow, the caution is clear. Take care whose voices you 
allow to speak into your life. It is easy for the still, small voice of God to be muted in our 
minds if we follow the voices that speak to our preferences and prejudices. As Jesus 
tells us, it is the knowledge of the Truth that will set free those who hold fast to it. 
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Part 2 - “Again And Again They Struck Him” 
 Read Mark 15:16-20 

16 The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) and 
called together the whole company of soldiers. 17 They put a purple robe on 
him, then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on him. 18 And they 
began to call out to him, “Hail, king of the Jews!” 19 Again and again they struck 
him on the head with a staff and spit on him. Falling on their knees, they paid 
homage to him. 20 And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple robe 
and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 

Mark 15:16-20 (NIV) 

Questions To Consider: 
1. Sit in this for a moment. What thoughts, emotions, and feelings does this passage 

evoke in you? 

 

2. What about this scene stands out to you and why? 

 

Some Explanation: 
 In all the buildup to the celebration of the Resurrection, it’s easy to lose sight of 
passages like this one. But, to fully begin to grasp what Jesus has done on our behalf, 
we must take a moment to pause at this point in the Jesus’ journey to the Cross. 
 As we read of the Savior of the world, the very Son of God with all the power and 
authority of the LORD at his command, allowing himself to be treated this way we’re left 
to ask, almost pleading, “Why?” Why are they doing this? Why doesn’t he stop them? 
Why doesn’t anyone do something? And, were Jesus to answer our pleas, it would likely 
be with the same message he had given to the disciples a few chapters earlier. These 
are the things that must happen for the will of God to be accomplished, for the ministry 
and mission of Christ to accomplish its purposes. This is what redemption has to look 
like. For dawn to break through, it must go through the dark of night. 
 In short, the reason Jesus allows all of this, endures all of this, is because of his 
amazing, awe-inspiring, and redeeming love. This is what love will endure to save the 
beloved of God. 
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Part 3 - “And They Crucified Him” 
 Read Mark 15:21-32 

21 A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and Rufus, was 
passing by on his way in from the country, and they forced him to carry the 
cross. 22 They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means “the 
place of the skull”). 23 Then they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did 
not take it. 24 And they crucified him. Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to 
see what each would get. 

25 It was nine in the morning when they crucified him. 26 The written notice of 
the charge against him read: THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

27 They crucified two rebels with him, one on his right and one on his left. 29 
Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, “So! 
You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, 30 come 
down from the cross and save yourself!” 31 In the same way the chief priests 
and the teachers of the law mocked him among themselves. “He saved others,” 
they said, “but he can’t save himself! 32 Let this Messiah, this king of Israel, 
come down now from the cross, that we may see and believe.” Those crucified 
with him also heaped insults on him. 

Mark 15:21-32 (NIV) 

Questions To Consider: 
1. In what ways does Simon from Cyrene serve as an image of what it means to follow 

after Jesus as a disciple? What would it look like in your life? 

2. Dwell on those words, “they crucified him,” and all that they mean. As nail pierces 
flesh. As the blood runs down. As the cross is lifted, muscle and skin tear under the 
weight, and each breath becomes an agonizing fight. Take a moment to come to 
grips with the savagery of it all, and the lengths to which Jesus would go to free the 
beloved creation of God from sin and death. What are you feeling? What are you 
thinking? What does this mean to you? 
 
 

3. What do the words of those taunting Jesus tell us about their hearts and minds? 
What do they tell us about the fears and insecurities that inspired their actions? 
What do they tell us about the expectations they had of the one who would be called 
Messiah and how they differ from who Jesus as the Messiah is? 
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Some Explanation: 
 So far removed from the practice of crucifixion, it’s easy to read the word without 
considering the brutal implications of it all. That one would willingly and voluntarily 
endure such torture and torment is difficult if not impossible to fathom. Here the Son of 
God is bloodied, pierced, and taunted. And again, we’re left to consider that it was all for 
us. This is our punishment. This is our torment. This is the fruit of our sin, and the price 
fo our redemption paid by one supremely innocent. Again, in order to even begin to 
understand the work of redemption in Jesus, we have to sit in this passage. We have to 
consider what was endured by the very Son of God and why. This is the fullness of the 
love of God on display for the sake of the world; for the sake of you, and me, and all 
who would receive the gift of salvation purchased in the selfless life, death, and 
resurrection of Christ. 
 If we are to follow after Christ, to bear his name into the world and seek to be 
“Christ-like,” we have to look closely at what that means. Much like Simon of Cyrene did 
when he carried the cross of Jesus up the hill to Golgotha, it means that we too must 
take up our cross to follow after. We must be willing to offer ourselves up, our thoughts, 
words, and actions, that we might display the love of God for the world to see. 
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Part 4 - “Surely This Man Was The Son Of God!” 
 Read Mark 15:33-41 

33 At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34 
And at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 
sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”).  

35 When some of those standing near heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s calling 
Elijah.” 

36 Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered 
it to Jesus to drink. “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to take him 
down,” he said. 

37 With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. 

38 The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 39 And when 
the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he died, he said, 
“Surely this man was the Son of God!” 

40 Some women were watching from a distance. Among them were Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joseph, and Salome. 
41 In Galilee these women had followed him and cared for his needs. Many 
other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem were also there. 

Mark 15:33-41 (NIV) 

Questions To Consider: 
1. Jesus words from come from Psalm 22. Read through the Psalm through the lens of 

the crucifixion of Jesus. What stands out to you?  

2. What is the significance of the the curtain of the temple tearing? 
 
 

3. What do you think inspires the centurion’s confession of Jesus as the Son of God? 
 
 

4. Who among Jesus followers is present? Who is absent? What are your thoughts on 
this?  
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Some Explanation: 
 As Doug mentioned in his devotion for this reading, Psalm 22 is a lament that 
cries out to God in honesty and vulnerability, acknowledging pain, hurt, and loneliness 
while also celebrating the glory, might, and faithfulness of God. The imagery used 
resonates with the experience of Jesus as he’s made his way to the cross and now is 
crucified. This is an important statement that once again connects Jesus to the human 
experience. It recognizes the place of fear, hurt, and honesty as we endure hardship 
while also upholding a high and holy image of God. Make no mistake, Jesus, the Christ, 
was very much human as he endured the cross. 
 Darkness spread over the land as though creation itself acknowledged that on 
this hill, on this day, something momentous was happening. It’s as though creation was 
grieving the death of the very Son of God. And then, as he breathed his last, the curtain 
of the temple tore. And this was no ordinary curtain. This was a heavy curtain, thick that 
it would fulfill its purpose as a protective barrier between the presence of God and the 
people in the Temple. It was meant to keep a sinful people separated from the perfect 
God for their own safety. In Jesus, however, the division itself is torn asunder as his 
sacrifice makes a way for the people to once again draw near. As sin is overcome, the 
price paid, and the ransom made.  
 Watching all of this are a centurion who, seeing the crucifixion of Jesus, is moved 
to a profession of faith. There is also a group of women disciples who had followed 
Jesus as he had gone about his ministry. They watched from a distance as their teacher 
died. And they would be the first to go to the tomb to care for his body. Noticeably 
absent are the eleven men whom Jesus had invited to follow and learn and lead in his 
name. As Jesus had said would happen, they fled.  
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Part 5 - “Then He Rolled A Stone Against The Entrance Of The Tomb” 
 Read Mark 15:42-47 

42 It was Preparation Day (that is, the day before the Sabbath). So as evening 
approached, 43 Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, who 
was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for 
Jesus’ body. 44 Pilate was surprised to hear that he was already dead. 
Summoning the centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already died. 45 When he 
learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the body to Joseph. 46 So 
Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the body, wrapped it in the linen, 
and placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a stone against the 
entrance of the tomb. 47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joseph saw 
where he was laid. 

Mark 15:42-47 (NIV) 

Questions To Consider: 
1. Who was Joseph and what was bold about him asking Pilate for Jesus’ body so he 

could bury him? 

2. What do we learn of the nature of discipleship in Joseph’s actions? What about in 
the actions of the women who remained at the crucifixion while the eleven fled and 
who watched as Jesus was buried? 

 

3. What does it look like for you to boldly follow Jesus today? 

Some Explanation: 
 Joseph had much to lose in following Jesus. He was a part of the Sanhedrin. He 
had position and power and privilege. He was wealthy. And yet, when the time came, he 
was willing to put all of that on the line to out himself as a follower of Jesus who had just 
been crucified as a challenger to the authority of Caesar. It would have been just as 
easy for Pilate to kill Joseph as it would have been for him to actually turn over the body 
of Jesus to him. 
 Not only does Joseph retrieve Jesus’ body so that he could be properly buried 
before the Sabbath, he uses his own funds to secure the space and buy the supplies for 
the burial process. This was a solemn act of devotion and worship. Readers today are 
left to ask what such devotion would look like for us as we seek to follow Jesus. 
 It’s worth continuing to note the presence of the women who are continuing to 
stay close to Jesus while others have fled. They alone have been with him through his 
arrest, crucifixion, and burial, and, as we’ll read in the coming passage, it is the women 
who will find the empty tomb and be the first to hear the good news of the resurrected 
Jesus. 
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Part 6 - “He Has Risen!” 
 Read Mark 16:1-8 

1 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, 
and Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 2 Very 
early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the 
tomb 3 and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the 
entrance of the tomb?” 

4 But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had 
been rolled away. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in 
a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed. 

6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was 
crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But 
go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you 
will see him, just as he told you.’ ” 

8 Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They 
said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid. 

Mark 16:1-8 (NIV) 

Questions To Consider: 
1. Who was it that found the empty tomb? What is the significance of this given the 

culture of the day? What is the significance fo this for today? 

2. “He has risen!” Consider that simple statement. What meaning does that hold for the 
story of redemption? What meaning does it hold for you personally? What does it 
mean for the way you now live? 

 

3. The call on the lives of the women and on all who would follow in celebration of the 
empty tomb and the Risen Lord is to go and tell. What does that look like for you? 
Where will you go? Whom will you tell? 
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Some Explanation: 
 And just like that, the book of Mark ends. Though some manuscripts include 
additional text to offer a gentler ending with a smoother landing, most scholars agree 
that this was the original ending of the Gospel. The reader is left with an empty tomb, a 
Risen Savior, and a command to the women to go and tell the disciples. In fear, 
however, we read that they tell no one. From other Gospel accounts we know that this 
fear was ultimately overcome, and Jesus did as he said he would and meet the 
disciples in their fear and trepidation to usher in the continued work of the Church in the 
world through the people of God.f 
 The end of Mark is a celebration of the victory of the Messiah over the powers of 
sin and death and a command that goes out to all of us to go and tell the world about 
the salvation offered in Jesus Christ alone. So the question we are left to consider is 
what all of this means. The message throughout has dealt with the nature of the 
Kingdom of God, the meaning of the Messiah, and what it looks like to be a disciple. As 
the Kingdom of God is continuing its spread in the world in every soul saved to the glory 
of God and we await the triumphal return of the Risen Christ, what will it look like for you 
to live as a disciple? What will it look like to carry this story into the world in your life? 
Where will you go? Whom will you tell? The tomb is empty. Jesus lives. Go and tell! 

Please Close In Prayer


