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 Waiting…wondering when what we are waiting for will happen.  There 

are so many things we sit and wait for.  When I was a child, I used to look 

with great anticipation to Friday (that hasn’t changed much as an adult), 

when I was engaged, waiting for the wedding day, when I was pregnant, 

waiting for the child to be born…and now, today, I wait for an end to 

COVID.   

 Our New Testament scripture from the gospel of Mark is an odd one 

to reflect upon at the beginning of advent.  After all, we are in a state of 

anticipation – waiting for the Christ child to be born with all the joy and hope 

that those thoughts bring…and yet, our lectionary turns our attention to a 

scripture of the adult Jesus talking about the end times – the time when life 

as we know it will end here on earth and Jesus will return, a proper King.  

“Then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and 

glory.  Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four 

winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.”   The moment 

when we no longer will be separated from Heaven  - but Earth and Heaven 

will become one in the same. 

 Well we are far from that place today.  Some people not complying 

with mask wearing and socially distancing has led to our current situation.   

Our scripture from Isaiah seems to be a more fitting reflection for us today 

in this regard.  Isaiah is the longest book of the Bible and was written over 

a course of about 200 years or so, so multiple generations.  Scholars have 

separated it into likely three different authors.  Our scripture today is from 
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Third Isaiah or the latest of the three.  Additionally, Isaiah is one of the most 

beautifully written books of the Bible and today’s scripture is no exception. 

 Third Isaiah reflects a moment in Israel’s history filled with the 

struggles of the earliest returnees to Jerusalem after the Babylonian Exile.  

After the decree of King Cyrus the Persian that ended the Babylonia Exile, 

a number of the exiles returned to Judah and Jerusalem to rebuild the 

crumbled kingdom.  When faced with the difficulties of their return, there is 

a noticeable shift from the hopefulness of second Isaiah to ahope couple 

with doubt and lament.  “O that you would tear open the heavens and come 

down, so that the mountains would quake at your presence”… O that you 

would come down from heaven and put an end to our waiting for things to 

get better – for the virus to disappear, for our live to return to some 

semblance of normal once again. 

 Advent – Christmas – I think we are all a bit challenged to find the joy 

and hope we have found in this season – the season of busyness – 

shopping, wrapping, decorating, baking, visiting with friends and family – a 

season of  expectation of joy – joy that our savior is born – coming to the 

world to heal it, and transform it into a more loving, beautiful place. 

 We can’t rush to the stores on Black Friday like we used to…jammed 

with people everywhere hoping for a great bargain or two.  Thanksgiving 

and likely Christmas,  celebrated in smaller gatherings to hopefully keep us 

all healthy.  I don’t know about you but when I see commercials that are 

rerun from before COVID, the events of people gathering around without 

masks seems odd almost. We certainly have to rewrite how we do things 

this year. 

 In our Gospel lesson today, Jesus is imploring us to wait.  But not as 

we wait for a bus to arrive – where we passively sit knowing the bus will 



3 
 

come eventually and through no effort of our own – Jesus is speaking of a 

very different kind of waiting…he is speaking of watchfulness.  To wait in 

an active sense.  With great anticipation and hopefulness.  But as we sit 

and continue to wait for the scientists and doctors to vaccinate us, what can 

we really do as the virus seems in full control ?   

It’s true that some of the things we did in the past we cannot do safely 

this year and that is frustrating…but it also presents us with an opportunity 

to seek out other ways to bring God’s love to the world.  Our mission 

projects have exploded at Bacon with our Operation Christmas Child boxes 

and now blessing bags for the homeless.  Please feel free to join us in this 

new ministry – I’ve posted the items we are collecting on our Facebook 

page.   

 The people who were waiting for Jesus to come – they were not 

given the date of December 25th – it was not clear when the Messiah would 

be born.  Yet  the people continued to be faithful – but not always…they 

even blamed God for their sinfulness “But you were angry, and we sinned; 

because you hid yourself we transgressed.”   

 My husband and I watched a movie called, “The Day the Earth Stood 

Still” with Keanu Reeves.  Maybe you’ve seen it – it’s your typical Sci Fi 

movie about aliens who come to Earth to take it over basically.  But what 

made it different for me was they wanted to take the planet back from 

humans because we were destroying it.  And Keanu Reeves’ character 

struggled because he became attached to a human and her step son.  And 

in the end, even though they had already not really destroyed, but 

eliminated human contamination to the planet, they decided to give one 

more chance.  The female whose name I can’t recall, kept pleading – we 

can do better.   
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 Makes me wonder – if God feels this way – Isaiah says “ We all fade 

like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.”   This Advent, 

this time of waiting for the Baby to be born, waiting in hope and joy, is still 

true, even in the midst of our current crisis as a people.  So my question for 

you is this…Can we do better?  Can we wait in a way that is watchful and 

not passive?   

 We may all be a bit confused and distracted by all that’s happening in 

the world today, how can we not be?  This is a scary time.   We have been 

given instruction as to what to do and we can do it to the best of our ability.   

As we wait for what’s next and as we wait for the coming of Christmas, 

Won’t you join us?  Won’t you celebrate this season with us by joining in 

our mission and giving projects?    

 Watchfulness – as our scripture tells us, “Like a man going  on a 

journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his 

work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch.”  Spend this time 

watching for opportunities to bring love to this world, to this planet and to 

mankind, creatively and in new and exciting ways.  We have been forced to 

rethink how we approach Christmas this year – “Heaven and Earth will 

pass away, but my words will not pass away”  Jesus has given us the 

blueprint – it works no matter what are condition is.  Can we do better?  I 

think yes, indeed we can. 

 

Amen 


