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 The Old Testament scripture today from 2 Samuel points King and Prophet 

at odds…King David says to Nathan”See now, I am living ina  house of cedar, but 

the ark of God stays in a tent.”  And Nathan seemingly wanting to tell the King 

what he wants to hear, says “Go do all the things that you have in mind.”  But God 

sets Nathan straight quickly and tells him exactly what to tell the King.  If we look 

to Isaiah 55, that sums up what’s happening in this scripture “For my thoughts are 

not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.” 

 You have to wonder, was David asking to build a glorious temple for God?  I 

mean, it seems like it – but God doesn’t seem to agree – maybe David is wanting 

to do this not for God’s glory – but for his own…look what I did for God.  God 

seems to sense that which is why he goes on to straighten out his prophet on this 

“I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my 

people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went.”   In other words, 

why a temple?  It is a reminder that God always goes before us.  And in ways we 

can’t imagine. 

 Have you ever been truly surprised by God’s plan for you or for your life or 

maybe someone elses?  OR the plan for the ministry of the church?  I hope 

so…God is always 5 steps ahead of us.  In this passage from Samuel – David is 

thinking he knows what God wants – and even Nathan is placating the King in his 
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comment.  And it got me thinking – do we think we know what God truly wants 

from us?  

 It’s the 4th Sunday of Advent and our New Testament scripture is one that 

fills this part of advent story…hear God’s words in our New Testament scripture in 

Luke 1:26-38… 

Luke 1:26-38 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

The Birth of Jesus Foretold 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 

called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of 

the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and 

said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”[a] 29 But she was much 

perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might 

be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 

favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 

and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of 

the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 

David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 

there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am 

a virgin?”[b] 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 

the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 

born[c] will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative 

Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month 

for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with 

God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with 

me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A26-38&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24914a
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A26-38&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24920b
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A26-38&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24921c
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 Can we still hear this scripture with wonder and excitement?  Anticipation 

of what’s next?  Even though we know how this story goes – We do not know 

where God will go next.  God is moving ahead of us and acting in ways that will 

continue to catch us by surprise. Just like Mary – surprised, startled – shocked – 

but yet joyful and peaceful.  Because she is moving with God, not moving God 

with her. 

 In our scripture, David is linking what he hopes God wants with his political 

desire or being viewed as a great and powerful King who is linked with God and 

Nathan is linking his religious beliefs and desires to what God may want being 

persuaded by the earthly glory of being linked with a successful monarch.  Both 

are being pulled by earthly distractions.  That need to feel important and be 

glorified in someway – it can pull us to do what we think we are to do for God, 

rather than allowing God’s will for us to lead the way. 

 Where in the world, where in our life as a congregation, where in our own 

personal lives, may God be wanting to do something that is being blocked by our 

own agendas, even though we may be well intended?  How receptive are we to a 

God who will not be limited to a shrine of 4 walls but loves the ability to surprise 

us.  Could the God who chose a young virgin to carry His son, be leading the 

church in new and yet unsought of directions? 

 As we come upon the town of Bethlehem knowing how this story unfolds, 

open your hearts and minds to see it in a new way that might move us all down a 

not yet traveled path with Christ. 

 


