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 My father loved maps, in particular he loved atlases.  He had books and 

books and he would set a map to travel anywhere in the United States.  He didn’t 

intend to go, he just wanted to know how to get there.  He was an electrical 

engineer by trade – he designed electrical heaters.  In fact, he designed the heater 

that was in his room at the nursing home where he lived at the end of his life.  He 

was a very orderly thinker – very logical.  He made lists, planned everything – 

always made a sketch of things before he did them.  Now he tried to pass this skill 

onto me – but I literally cannot read a map and can barely follow the navigation 

being dictated to me by my GPS.  I do make lists, but find myself struggling to 

remember where I left them.   

 Our New Testament scripture made me wonder – did the people of Judea 

and Jerusalem have a map?  I mean, how did they know where to find John the 

Baptist in the wilderness.  I remember a time a few years back before GPS was a 

thing, I was dropping a friend off at her home later in the evening and I thought I 

could remember how to get back – a left turn, then a right turn, then ….and uh 

oh, I was completely lost – I called my husband to try and help me get out of the 

rural roads I found myself on – I honestly didn’t even know the town – was on in 

Lockport or Clarence or Amherst – they all intersect over there – I started to panic 

until I found a road sign and my husband found the street on the map on the 

computer and eventually I got back to the main road.   
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 Maps really are wonderful things – they provide order to what is otherwise 

chaos.  They help us find our way even in places we have never been before.  You 

can’t talk about maps without talking about the greatest mapmakers and 

explorers – Lewis and Clark.  I was reading the commentary from the Presbyterian 

Outlook by Rev Roger Gench – he had a great perspective on this scripture.  He 

wrote – “Lewis and Clark developed a ritual that they used whenever they met a 

tribe for the first time.  They would explain to the tribal leaders that their land 

now belonged to the United States and that a man far in the east – President 

Thomas Jefferson – was their new “great father”.  There were parades and a 

peace medal – but at the end of the day, they were simply telling them “Hello, 

we’re the new landlords!”Our Old Testament lesson shows us in just a few 

sentences how God takes a formless void, darkness covered the face of the deep 

and wind swept over the waters and God takes that chaos and brings order to it – 

God separated the light and darkness and we then had day and night.   In a similar 

manner, Jesus in our scripture from Mark sets the stage for a new order of 

creation.  John the baptizer – sets the scene for us “the one more powerful than I 

is coming after me…I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with 

the Holy Spirit…and then Jesus comes and in a similar manner to the beginning of 

creation, Jesus comes back to the waters “In those days, Jesus came from 

Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.  And just as he was 

coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 

descending like a dove on him”  And in this moment he remaps the world. 

 I have met people that are so adventurous with maps – they travel all 

around the world.  This doctor I know is constantly going on adventures – sky 
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diving in South America, mountain climbing in Africa.  He travels for his job all 

over the US and he told me he never drives on highways – he told me if you want 

to see the world, drive the country roads.  IF not, you will miss all the beauty of 

this country.  He is very driven in his quest to accomplish climbing mountains – 

even MT. Everest… 

 I have met many people who are very driven – very goal oriented.  The 

“climb every mountain, forge every stream – follow every rainbow – til you find 

your dream.”  But what if it’s someone else’s mountain – or what if our partner 

doesn’t want to climb the mountain.  We are such a driven society – get the 

degree, not get the graduate degree, no get the doctorate degree – Have children 

– no have 4 – with a job, two jobs…Have a house, no a bigger house.  Have a car, 

no two.  And on our way, do we run people over or worse, do we run into each 

other.   

 This is the Sunday where we recognize the Baptism of our Lord and 

remember our own baptism.  When I was baptized, I was just a little blob of flesh 

who barely knew how to breathe on my own.   And my parents brought me to 

church where a pastor took me to a font, just like this one, sprinkled some water 

on my little bald head, and claimed me as a child of God.  That moment where I 

was held in my mother’s loving arms – in front of a church filled with people who 

too had been baptized, who smiled at the baby and the young couple while they 

witnessed order.  Yes, order – we are born, we are baptized…It’s very simple – 

God is not complicated.  God created a world filled with 100,000 beings in it – and 

the fish swim around each other, mammals cohabitate and exhist in the African 

jungle, even crowded house in Newfane with 5 humans, 4 k-nines, and 3 cats…  
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Order, peace.  Because the animal kingdom has reverence for the world it lives in 

– it cares for the creation – it moves to the weather patterns – it doesn’t exhaust 

resources because it could.  Humans, we are a little different.  This week we saw 

human behavior that for most us, hopefully all of us, was quite disturbing.   

 My question for you is this…How do we restore reverence we have for 

creation and allow it to be part of our daily living?  Baptism…You are baptized and 

renewed in a creation that had your name in it from the very beginning.  You and I 

are christened to creation.  But reverence is a deep understanding of human 

limitation. Climb every mountain…forge every stream?  Trespass every time zone 

until you steel their dream.   

 I think we’ve lost sight of this.  We have this thought that as long as we are 

going after what’s most important to us, it doesn’t matter who gets hurt along 

the way.  Stop thinking about our rights – it’s my right to do this – and think it’s 

my responsibility to do something different.  And we, those of us who have been 

baptized into the light – we must have reverence – an appreciation of creation 

and a true understanding of human limitation and restraint. 

 But how can we change?  We can remember our baptism – when we were 

just a small blob of flesh that needed to carried and fed and changed – the 

moment when order was put into our lives.  When God was put into our lives.  

And remember Jesus’ baptism when he reordered our world.  Not in a way you 

might expect – he doesn’t appear in Jerusalem in a temple – he shows up in the 

wilderness and places himself along side sinners and broken people.  He is 

baptized in solidarity with them and continues to consort with the wrong sort of 

people compelling us to do the same.   
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 This time we are living through of such chaos, anarchy frankly and disorder 

Roger Gench tells us, it is important to return continually to this baptismal place 

in order to reorient ourselves again and again to this center so we don’t wander 

off that mapped path that has been set for us and be coerced by those with 

distorted maps who show up announcing they are the new landlords.  They may 

present gifts and parades and will perhaps have a plan for peace for some – but 

not for all and without justice.  We must participate in the divine work of mending 

and restoring our country – our creation. 

 

Amen. 


