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 Today’s scripture from Isaiah is a wonderful scripture for us to be reflecting 

upon today.  Over the past few weeks, I have become weary.  Tired of our 

situation – having to be remote, not being able to worship together – for me to 

look out into this sanctuary and see faces of faithful brothers and sisters looking 

up at me, sometimes nodding in agreement, sometimes nodding off for a quick 

nap – but no matter – we are together.  It has been nearly a year since we started 

this journey into a season of uncertainty, fear and confusion.  The day Covid 

landed on our shores.  So maybe you can relate to me – I’m just tired…I’m so 

ready to move on from this and I had such high hopes when the vaccine started 

showing up in our community a little over a month ago.  But then, the delivery 

slowed and many of you are waiting – anxiously, for your turn to be vaccinated.  

And we must continue to do our part to avoid getting sick in the meantime. 

 But as I said in the opening of my meditation, Isaiah is a wonderful scripture 

for us today because it relies heavily on memory.  Remembering times when God 

did what we know only God can do…those words from Isaiah- “Have you not 

known?  Have you not heard?  Has it not been told you from the beginning?”  Yet 

I stand here – weary.  So let’s travel back – back into our collective faith filled lives 

to remember when that awesome God of ours stepped in and changed things – 

made things better – renewed us, transformed us.   
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 I’ve told the story before of my history with panic disorder and how God 

showed up on a remote road in Chautauqua Lake to remind me that he indeed 

could heal me from my suffering and return to my discipleship with the simple 

words I read on the billboard of a church, “Let go and Let God”.  How simple yet 

for someone suffering with anxiety, so profound and transforming. 

 But that was a different time – and that was just about me, little old me – I 

wasn’t asking for God to heal the entire world.  To save us from something like we 

find ourselves in right now…seems too much, seems like this world may never be 

the same. 

 Yet when this scripture was written in the 6th century, destruction and exile 

have generated despair and chaos in the people of Israel.  Doubts about YHWH’s 

attention to Israel’s future and God’s power to control and direct that future 

threaten the constitution of the community.  Now, we have had some tough 

decisions to make as a church over the past year – when to close, when to open.  

Even to worship remotely on Easter and Christmas – those special sacred days.  

We did not always agree but we did everything we did in love – love of our 

ministry and love of our community.  Israel managed to find strength and hope in 

a God that would not fail them…and it is beautifully expressed here in the 

passage…”It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, …and makes the rulers of 

the earth as nothing.  Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their 

stem taken root in the earth, when he blows upon them, and they wither, and the 

tempest carries them off like stubble.”  We have a lot coming at us right now – a 

lot of bad things every day.  To reflect on our memory – on the times when God 
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answered our prayers and made us whole or better, transformed us is so 

important.   

 I didn’t include the Gospel lesson from the lectionary in our bulletin but I’d 

like to reflect on it for a moment.  The Gospel from Mark 1: 29-39   listen to these 

words…”As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and 

Andrew, with James and John.  Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a 

fever, and they told him about her at once.  He came and took her by the hand 

and lifted her up.  Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them.”  And if 

you recall our scripture from last week, Jesus cured the man who was possessed 

by a demon.  Here he cures a woman of her illness and not to the point where she 

is well, but her returns her fully to her vocation – to serve.  And I would imagine 

she was probably very motivated in her life to provide hospitality so this was not 

Jesus curing and raising this woman to work – it was a restoration so she could 

return to her calling.  Like me, when I was finally released from panic, I was able 

to better pursue the things I loved like singing in the church and working in 

ministry.   

 You see, God is a an almighty God – this season we find ourselves in – it’s 

dreary but like the Israelites, we are getting ready for what’s to come.   We don’t 

know what it’s going to look like, but from our memory, we know it will be 

tremendous – that our world is changing and we have to change with it.   

 One of the things that’s interesting about Jesus’s ministry – he didn’t go the 

crowded places –he didn’t sell tickets, put up billboards – the people came to him.  

Mark’s gospel continues – “they brought to him all who were sick or possessed 
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with demons.  And the whole city was gathered around the door.”  This imagery 

we might have skipped over in the past , but today this is an image we’ve seen –

especially over the last year.  Think how many times we’ve seen crowds of people 

in Black Lives Matter marches, the riots at the Capital and the most interesting – 

people lined for hours and miles to get a vaccine.  People are drawn to things in 

this world – we humans can be persuaded – I think that’s been made very clear in 

our recent history and throughout human history.   The world is seeking 

something. 

 So here we are, the faithful.  Waiting like everyone else for things to get 

better.  But we know they will and while I’m weary, my memory provides me 

inspiration and confirmation that God will provide for us.  But how do we share 

the Gospel – the love of Christ, with a world that appears not to know him?  In 1 

Corinthians, Paul says,  “If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for 

boasting, for an obligation is laid on me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the 

gospel!”  So how do you proclaim the Gospel?  How can we help people to feel 

the hope we do?  To know in their hearts, like the Israelites did, that though they 

were in exile, they looked to their God and were not persuaded by false Gods and 

idols.  Well Paul tells us how…”To the Jews, I became as a Jew, in order to win 

Jews.  To those under the law I became as one under the law (though I myself am 

not under the law)”  and he goes on in this way.  To not believe and try to 

persuade people to think like we do, to live like we do, to worship like we do – 

that is not what we as disciples of Christ are supposed to do – Jesus moved 

throughout his ministry and met people where they were.  He didn’t judge or try 

to change them…he merely tried to help them fulfill their own calling.  Do see the 
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difference?  We are here not to establish the “normal” but to appreciate all the 

different kinds of “normal” there may be in this world.  We have a real tendency 

to believe we know what’s best for others – especially Americans – we’ve been 

doing it since the moment we set foot on this soil  Colonizing here and throughout 

the world – showing them our way so they can be happy…instead of appreciating 

who they and how rich their own culture is.  An intentionally diverse, different 

and unique world that this is.  I mean how can imaging that someone living in 

Equador where it’s 95 degrees most of the year, would want to live the way we 

do where it’s 25 degrees.  Of course the food that’s grown here vs there is 

different, language different, how they love one another – different.  But 

beautiful.  That’s what Paul is saying – “I have become all things to all people, that 

I might by all means save some.”  Not change them, not convert them, not rewrite 

their lives – restore them.  Like Simon’s mother-in-law – some might look at that 

and say, returning to serve?  That’s the reward?  For her, it is.  I work with people 

who cut people’s spine’s open for a living – I could never do it – but thank 

goodness they do.   

 Last week I asked you what was God trying to repel from you?  This week I 

ask – what is God trying to restore in you so you can be the servant of God you 

were intended to be?  If you’re feeling depleted, alone, frutstrated, anxious – you 

are not alone.  But I ask you to reread Isaiah this week and pray over those words 

– “Have we not known?  Have we not heard?  Has it not been told to us since the 

beginning?  Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength.”   
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 In a world as conflicted and violent as ours, the church must be a place 

where Christians learn to identify with their opponents and to experience God’s 

power to bring about transformation.  This is our true calling. 

 

Amen 

 


