
Inspired by commentary in Feasting on the Word, Year B.  Commentary by Rodney Hunter.   1 | P a g e  
 

Sermon 

The Very Heart of God 
Pastor Lisa Giacomazza 

Bacon Memorial Presbyterian Church 

February 14, 2021 

 

 Happy Valentine’s Day!  I hope your valentine was good to you this 

year…when we think about this day on the calendar – February 14th , we can’t 

help but think about what love really means – and perhaps about your 

sweetheart – either the one you have or one you lost…your first love, your only 

love, your last love…or other kinds of love…parental love – friendship – pets.  God 

didn’t skimp on love…yet for some, love is illusive, and hard to find…maybe never 

experienced at all – at least not romantic love.   

 When I met Joe, my husband, I remember when we first started dating – I 

was in my forties, Joe was 50 – and you know, we behaved exactly the same way 

we would have had we been 18 years old.  Love doesn’t change even though we 

do – you fall in love the same, silly sloppy way.  And it is blissful.  It really is the 

closest thing to God on earth.  That feeling of being loved and loving in return.  

 So what does this have to do with Transfiguration Sunday?  Actually not 

much but maybe.  Our Psalm – the 50th Psalm, begins with a glorious 

manifestation of God who shines forth, does not keep silent but is seen in fire and 

tempest – coming to judge the people and renew his promises.  What this psalm 

is really in its simplest form is being present with God – and in complete 

relationship with him.  God is seeing us as we are – judging us for what we have 

done and what we have not done but then renewing His promise.  There is 
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nothing else in this moment more important.  When we come before God in 

sincere confession. 

 Have you ever made a mistake at work and thought oh no – let me find a 

way out of this – a way to blame it on the computer or whatever – and just be so 

anxious until it comes to resolution – your boss finds out or you have to let her 

know you forgot to do the thing, sent the wrong email – whatever.  Those are 

awful moments and we have no control of the outcome – how will they react – 

will I get fired?  Well everyone makes mistakes – you hear that all the time, right?  

And it’s true…but we also have to admit and pay consequences.  There’s no 

getting out of that…not at work, and not with God. 

 It’s funny at the beginning of Epiphany one of my pastor friends was giving 

out “words’ that were to enlighten your spiritual journey and I got the word 

Confession – now I have to admit, I wasn’t thrilled with that word…but as I’ve 

prayed about it, I see where God is going with this.  This Psalm…this confession – 

is ended with grace…is it not?  “Gather to me my faithful ones, who made a 

covenant with me by sacrifice.’  You see, we don’t have to feel anxious like we do 

when we admit a mistake to our boss – because God doesn’t believe mistakes are 

avoidable –God creates us imperfectly and He doesn’t want us to go it alone – He 

made this promise with us so we could feel unconditional love…you know that 

great feeling you get when you know there’s someone whose gonna love you 

even when you screw up.  They are special people – maybe your mom or dad.  

Maybe a good friend, maybe your spouse.  But those people are so important.  

You want to give to those people – I would always bring my mom special treats 

and gifts – I just so appreciated knowing at all times from as long as I could 
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remember, a cheerleader who thought I was pretty great.  Who wanted me to 

succeed and would do whatever she could to make sure I did.  That’s what 

worship and prayer is – they aren’t things we do to find God, they’re what we do 

in response to a God who loves us unconditionally.  We come in worship and 

prayer to be shaped by God – we confess so God can make us new. 

 You know it’s kind of a challenge to have this Sunday fall at the tip of lent 

like this – transfiguration – when Jesus chooses to show himself as he is – this 

being with flashing lights and bright white - to convince Peter and James and John 

to believe Jesus and his messianic words of rejection, suffering, death and 

resurrection and that this way of the cross is equally integral and inescapable for 

all who would follow him.  In this moment, Jesus’ devotion to the reign of God on 

earth inevitably provoked the “powers” – the fear, hatred, greed, falsehood, 

violence and despair that pervade and distort everything human…High on the 

mountain, Jesus was clothed in this beautiful white light and splendor of God, but 

only for a moment and to only a few.   

 Our psalm and this moment in Mark’s gospel remind us of one thing – and 

something that we should consider throughout lent – perhaps something we’ve 

had to do quite a lot of over the last year…don’t just do something, sit there…yes, 

just sit there – like Peter and James and John – like the Psalmist in the midst of 

God in confession and redemption – in reverence.  In true reverence.  So this lent, 

pause and see that the Lord is good – that the Lord can and will transform your 

life, your spirit – even through darkness…even in darkness. 

 When we can stand at the foot of the cross and truly pray not for a 

response but in response and worship not because we are religious but because 
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we are grateful…We neither pray nor worship in order to create some kind of 

religious experience.  Prayer and worship are responses to God by which we 

orient ourselves toward that which is of ultimate worth.  We don’t worship to get 

something out of it, we worship so our lives may be more in harmony with the 

will of God and we can be the disciple God intends us to be.  It creates the soul 

mate type relationship we yearn for from a lover, from a spouse.  Our human 

relationships, while beautiful and important, always fall a bit short…not because 

they are flawed but because we are capable of more than that.  When we confess 

to God with a humble heart and come with that humility to God then we will 

stand in solidarity with God – we will stand in reverence of God - our one true 

love – stand in the presence of the very heart of God. 

Amen  


