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 Let’s face it – at times our journey through Lent can be a bit of a downer.  

The music while beautiful is often set in a minor key, the message is clearly on 

repentance and confession – looking inside of ourselves for what is wrong, hoping 

the Holy Spirit will somehow make it right.  And so here we are in week three of 

Lent faced with that scripture from Exodus where God lays down the law with 

Moses.  When you heard this text read this morning, did you think – here we go, 

now we have to compare our lives to how well or how poorly we are following 

God’s law.  And then, to add to our angst this morning, in our New Testament 

scripture in the Gospel of John, we find our normally loving compassionate Jesus 

who is typically fighting the bad guys – well today he’s in the Temple of all places 

– with a whip scaring away animals, turning over tables, throwing money around 

and telling the faithful Jews there to clear their sins, their transgressions as is a 

tradition before Passover – well Jesus appears about as unpleased as He ever did 

and tells them to destroy the Temple.  Stop turning my Father’s house into a 

marketplace! 

 The faithful Jews become pretty angry with Jesus at this – they say this 

Temple has been under construction for 47 years – Jesus says He will raise it in 3 

days.  Now in contrast to this the disciples who were there didn’t quite 
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understand but did remember the promise and in the following days, understood 

fully when Jesus was resurrected after the crucifixion. 

 What Jesus is saying in this passage – where his passion truly comes from is 

a bit of an irony really – he says “Don’t turn my Father’s house into a 

marketplace” but his Father was never in that Temple – God is not in this brick 

building – God isn’t in the sacrifices that we make.  That isn’t what God is about – 

if we think we earn God’s love through our confessions, our sacrifices, for giving 

up chocolate during lent – we are missing the entire point of the cross!   God’s 

nature is not in atonement – God’s nature is within the life and death of Jesus.  

God, who came to live on the Earth as flesh and bones with us, suffered and 

died…and then raised Jesus to live with Him in heaven, does not need our 

sacrifices, our gifts, our blood, sweat and tears.   The promise God made with us is 

so far from that type of relationship. 

 Professor Joy Moore’s commentary on the Exodus scripture was brilliant 

and I’d like to share some of it with you…When we look back to the reading from 

Exodus where Moses receives the Ten Commandments from God, they are not 10 

principals for success – it’s a way of life!  God provides a way of life that is an 

alternative to the culture that the Israelites had been living in for centuries.  To a 

community whose national identity had been one of forced labor in a culture of 

oppression, disregard for human life and   power overmoves born of Ethnocentric 

narcissism, the creator of the universe prescribes a way of life that requires not 

50 minutes once a week but 24/7 action that says to liberated slaves – you’re 

free.  You’re free to worship me, the creator who rescued you from oppression 
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because I’m faithful to the promise made to your ancestors.  You’re mine – and 

you don’t have to make an icon of me because I’ve already done that- it’s you.  

That’s what it means to be human.  And you don’t have to take the labels that 

your captors have given you.  And you’re free to rest – talk about powerful – 

talking to slaves – you are free to rest, take a vacation, take a day off.  In the 

rhythm of the way I created the universe, you bare my image by taking a regular 

rest.  And you’re free to honor your ancestors and the traditions they held dear.  

Your captors are wrong – your heritage can be kept alive.  No lies that have been 

told about you – you can now witness to your ancestors truth about who I am and 

what I promised.  You  see what these laws are?  Can you see?  These laws make 

us free!  We don’t have to covet what others have, we don’t have to take more 

than what we have in our relationships – this is a way of life.  Because God is 

saying what we are given in this life is enough – who we are is enough.  Just pause 

for a moment and soak that in – to no longer look with envy upon someone else 

because when we do that, we are missing the abundance we have right in front of 

us. 

 Jesus wasn’t concerned about the building of the Temple – Jesus isn’t 

talking about this Temple – this room we are sitting in.  You and I – we were 

created in God’s image – we are the Temple…God isn’t in a house – God is in you 

and me.  And when we turn our own Temple into something unpure, when we 

focus on money, power, hate, control – when we let pain decide who we love and 

who we despise – we fall away from God’s perfect law don’t we?  You cannot hate 

and be happy – it is not possible.  You cannot covet and be happy – God knows us 

– he knows every inch.  But God doesn’t punish us for this –God waits for us to 
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turn to Him and cleanse our temple.  God is forever reaching to us to return to the 

laws – to turn to the teachings of Jesus.  To come to the cross.    

 Psalm 19 is the lectionary Psalm for this week’s lessons…I’m not going to 

read the entire psalm, I’m going to read the first 4 verses but I’m going to use the 

translation from Eugene Peterson’s The Message…God meets us often in the 

creation that lives around us each and every day.  I was driving home from work 

this week and the sky was such brilliant colors of orange, pink, blue – I had to pull 

off the road and pay some reverence for the majesty that is this beautiful planet.  

Maybe you saw it too…listen to these words in this translation of Psalm 19… 

 “God’s glory is on tour in the skies, God-craft on exhibit across the horizon.  

Madame Day holds classes every morning, Professor Night lectures each evening.  

Their words aren’t heard, their voices aren’t recorded.  But their silence fills the 

earth:  unspoken truth is spoken everywhere.  God makes a huge dome for the 

sun-a superdome!  The morning sun’s a new husband leaping from his 

honeymoon bed, the daybreaking sun an athlete racing to the tape.  That’s how 

God’s Word vaults across the skies from sunrise  to sunset, Melting ice, scorching 

deserts, warming hearts to faith.” 

 As we walk our Lenten journey together, as generations of faithful have 

before us, we must walk carefully or we will miss God’s earth-shattering Word in 

our midst.  Rather than coming to a physical temple, we need to worship God 

whenever and wherever we may be.  Pull over and take heed of a beautiful 

sunset…notice the birds that are returning from their winter retreats.  These were 

created for you to feel God’s love for you…and the commandments were created 
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for us to truly be in harmony with God and with one another.  God desires this – 

God demands this – God celebrates this.  But this may require a little disruption of 

your temple – you may have to flip some of those internal tables… 

 I challenge you to stop and think about what you emanate to the world – 

when you post something on social media – is the message one of love and 

acceptance – or is it spiteful or boastful.  Does it glorify God or does it glorify a 

false God?  Does it show your love of God and neighbor?  We need to be faithful 

disciples of Christ…and to show how loving God can truly change the world – one 

flipped table at a time… 

Amen.   

 

 


