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 Let’s jump right into our Old Testament scripture shall we?  Our text 

for today is a narrative summary of primitive Christian community set within 

the larger story of that messianic sect we now call the church.  There is a 

striking fact that the earliest Christians shared their wealth freely with one 

another.  Luke also holds up one of the characteristics of the early church 

of true fellowship whereas the small community is unified in “one heart and 

soul”.  Now this is not to be mistaken that this fellowship of believers is of 

one mind and one way of following Christ – only that at the center of their 

belief is the messianic story of the resurrection of Christ.  As we look at our 

community today, there is little that reflects this picture of this unified 

church, unified people who work together for the community.  That what is 

best for all is best for self.  As we look around today and even within the 

various communities of faith, while we share similar beliefs, we act in very 

separate ways from one another and even identify ourselves within our 

tribes in such a way that makes us feel excluded from other houses of faith.  

Have you been to a Roman Catholic funeral and its time for communion – 

do you go up and take communion?  We believe in Jesus in the same way 

they do yet it is unclear if we are welcome at their table.  I’ve had Catholics 

ask me if its ok for them to worship in a  Presbyterian church…we have 

fallen away from this unified considerably. 
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 Back in the 50s and prior it was more about perishes – you attended 

the church that was closest to your home.  It was less of a concern if the 

church was Methodist or Presbyterian.  Churches were filled with families 

and were bursting – including this one.  Now before we start longing for the 

“good old days” we must remember that the 1950s brought the unrest of 

the 60s and the church was part of that being largely white and middle 

class, a description that ignores significant portions of American religious 

life.   Such nostalgia is a trap really…it draws us away from the reality of 

today into an imagined past of idyllic church life.   

 Here we are in our Second Sunday of Easter – Easter, with all its 

hope and promise of transformation and reconciliation– imagining a world 

where the good of the community comes before the good of self.  Norway 

has tried a Universal Basic Income with some success meaning everyone 

is guaranteed a certain income whether they are working or not – this 

protects parents who may need to stay home with children, the disabled, 

and those who may be temporarily out of work.  They also  ensure all their 

citizens have access to healthcare, education and basic income.   

Betterment of the community first.  Consider the African philosophy of 

“ubuntu” — a concept in which your sense of self is shaped by your 

relationships with other people. It’s a way of living that begins with the 

premise that “I am” only because “we are.” The Kenyan literary scholar 

James Ogude believes ubuntu might serve as a counterweight to the 

rampant individualism that’s so pervasive in the contemporary world. 

"Ubuntu is rooted in what I call a relational form of personhood, basically 

meaning that you are because of the others," said Ogude… "In other 
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words, as a human being, you—your humanity, your personhood—you are 

fostered in relation to other people. 

"In practice, ubuntu means believing the common bonds within a group are 

more important than any individual arguments and divisions within it. 

"People will debate, people will disagree; it's not like there are no tensions," 

said Ogude. "It is about coming together and building a consensus around 

what affects the community. And once you have debated, then it is 

understood what is best for the community, and then you have to buy into 

that." 

 The Psalm for this week is Psalm 133 – a very brief but beautiful 

Psalm that shares this very important message – “How very good and 

pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!”  And then we transition to 

John’s story of Thomas…where the disciples are hiding in a locked room 

away from the community…”the house where the disciples had met were 

locked for fear of the Jews” – quite the opposite of our reading from 

Acts…quite the opposite of living in a harmonious community.  We can 

assume the disciples are afraid that they may be persecuted for their 

association with Jesus in the same manner Jesus was.   And the locked 

door appears to keep the political concerns out – but it doesn’t keep Jesus 

out.  And Jesus has come with a very important single message – peace.  

And it is not a peace among this tiny community they have created for 

themselves – Jesus tells them they have been elevated from disciple to 

apostle and must leave this room and carry this message of peace to the 

community.  A community that has proven itself to be far from peaceful or 

peace-minded.  And in this one gesture, Jesus has changed their identity 
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from one who follows to one who leads.   And then there is Thomas – some 

call him doubting but that really isn’t the correct translation here – it is more 

unbelieving then doubting – Thomas is seeking and that’s very different.  

Thomas was not with the others when they met Christ and Thomas does 

not believe just their testimony in the same way the others did not believe 

Mary.  Thomas does not seem to have the ability to see Christ without 

being personally in Christ’s presence here.  Christ comes to Thomas where 

he is in his own faith at that very moment – Jesus doesn’t invite the other 

disciples into this moment- this is exclusive between Thomas and Christ. 

 As I mentioned earlier, there are many different types of worship of 

faiths in this world and even within our own community – different 

denominations and faiths.  And just as Christ came to Thomas in a very 

personal way, He continues to present himself to his people in unique ways 

that are personal for them and for the particular tribe or community that 

they exist in.  We are the ones who locked the doors of these different 

houses – we are the ones who felt some sense of ownership rather than a 

part of the larger faith communities.  We are the ones who placed the locks 

on the doors. 

 As we talked about last week, this is a special moment – and how the 

world emerges from the pandemic and the changes we have had to incur 

throughout it – is really up to us.  Will we stay in our locked room – unable 

or unwilling to confront the political climate out there?  It’s important to 

remember when the disciples emerged from their locked room, they were 

no longer following but leading.  They had no doubt who they were in that 

moment….Mary recognized who she was as well…she was no longer just 
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a follower of Christ but in that moment she recognized Christ she called 

him “Rabouni” which means teacher – she recognized herself as a disciple 

so she could share her witness with the other disciples.  She saw herself 

no longer as a meek woman following but as someone who could now lead 

because of her own transformation.  Because she focused her life around 

Christ.   

 Can you be a leader and bring a message of peace and unity to a 

world that often preaches separation and classism?  Do you believe that all 

people deserve a universal basic income – education, healthcare or do you 

believe these should only be available to people of means?  Can you 

recognize our need for ubuntu?  I am because we are… 

 You and I were not given the luxury of seeing the signs Jesus 

provided to the disciples that day…we must rely on John’s telling of 

them…”Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 

which are not written in this book.  But these are written so that you may 

come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 

through believing you may have life in his name.”   In John’s final words, 

the risen Jesus has breathed a new missionary calling into the church.   In 

these words, he is coaxing us to be disciples of the word today where we 

might become apostles on both sides of the door. 

 When we question whether we should remain silent at the face of 

injustice, when we fail to show compassion in the face of suffering, when 

refugees who risk their child by sending them on a journey of 100s of miles 

with strangers in the hopes they find food, nourishment, medical treatment, 

safety and we turn the other way or worse we scream at them to stay 
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out….are we like Thomas – do we have unbelief that there is enough for all 

us?  Doubting that we can be the apostle God has called us to be bringing 

peace to the world?  Ubuntu….I am because we are. 

Amen.   


