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 In our first scripture reading this morning, Peter who has indeed emerged 

from the locked room with the other disciples as Jesus has asked is going to 

Temple and on his way he and John come upon a crippled beggar.  Now this 

disabled man sat at the “Beautiful Gate” of the temple begging for money and as 

you recall, at this time, the early Christians shared their wealth, their abundance, 

so Peter did not have money to give the beggar – instead he gives him a blessing 

in the name of Jesus.  And what he gives him is a restoration of his body and the 

man is no longer crippled but is now able to walk.  It is at this point, that we start 

our reading today from Acts.  And here, Peter is addressing the crowd delivering  

a pretty effective sermon.   

 Before we can understand this text, we must first consider Peter’s audience 

and the narrator’s.  Peter is a Jew speaking to an audience of Jews.  Now I know 

we’d like to think that our ancestors were the founders of this faith of ours but 

the truth is this faith was founded by Jews, and the earliest first and second 

century churches were developed by Jews.  Now, strong anti-Jewish Christian 

writings began to emerge in the second and third centuries, but even then the 

Jesus movement and its churches were multiethnic and multicultural.  The 

movement was spreading strongly into Egypt and Ethiopia in Africa.  So in truth, 

the foundation of this faith was most strongly established in the middle east and 

in Africa.  It’s not until the fourth and fifth centuries that we see the Roman 
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Christian religion in the West and the beginnings of Greek Orthodoxy in the East.  

In this scripture, we see Peter very directly scolding his fellow Jews but not in a 

persecuting way – because Peter himself denied Christ – not in an anti-semitic 

way – but as a semitic Christian.  And Peter makes it very clear – he addresses the 

crowd, “You Israelites” honoring their heritage and the one whom Peter preached 

crucified and resurrected was a Jew, son of God – the God of Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob.   The Romans with their evil, violent ways and in the third and fourth 

centuries when Peter’s own words would be used to persecute his own people, 

we do find ways to hurt and kill one another – even in the name of God.  Yet, in 

Peter’s sermon, he invites the people to see and feel the life-affirming Christ, the 

healing agent with the healing of the beggar – that despite our tendency to hate 

and even despise each other for our differences – to stay within our own 

protected groups, that Christ who was persecuted himself under these very 

conditions, is himself is a healing agent who comes into our lives to help us 

transform the violent and destructive ways we often direct toward each other.   

 In our Gospel reading from Luke, we again see Jesus coming upon the 

disciples who are huddled together behind locked doors, afraid of their own 

persecution, this evil we bring upon one another.  They are trying to figure out 

what these “Jesus sightings” mean and then suddenly Jesus appears among them.  

What’s important to note in this account in Luke is that Jesus is not a ghost or a 

spirit – he has come back restored in the flesh – he shows them his hands and 

feet – now we aren’t told this but in my mind, he shows them his hands and feet 

to show his wounds to them.  He does this without any sense of frustration – 

Jesus meets the disciples where they are – frightened and unsure…he comes to 

them in a way they can appreciate.  And then asks to eat with them.  Now you 



Inspired by Feasting on the World, Year B, Commentary by Karen Baker-Fletcher 
3 | P a g e  

 

could say Jesus did this to prove he was flesh restored – not a corpse walking 

around or again a spirit, but an actual body.  But I think Luke includes this to 

remind us about the holiness of breaking bread together.  And that when we do, 

Jesus is always present – we need to be grateful for the food and for the 

company.  That food, or meals we share – those are holy moments.  The presence 

of Christ in this moment transforms the disciples’ fear and confusion into peace 

and love and nurturing.  Jesus comes to them in this space where they are hiding 

because of their fear but Jesus knows they can’t stay there forever.  They feel 

some sense of security on some level in this locked space, but in reality the locked 

room is where their fear can fester and really destroy them.  So Jesus comes there 

in such a way, not lecturing them, but just gently reminding them of who they are 

and whose they are.  He doesn’t offer security, Jesus simply offers peace. 

 We will have insecurity, fear of lots of things…our health, our finances, our 

loved ones, the planet, violence in our communities, hate…but within all of those 

things – Jesus lives.  He comes to us in ways that help us transform our fears into 

peace – not perfection, not always victory either – but peace.  And I think this 

world needs a bit more of that. 

 The early Christian Jews that Peter was speaking to were amazed at the 

healing of the crippled man who sat outside the temple  but you need not be 

amazed when the lame or the hurting are healed in the name of Jesus.  It is Christ 

who makes healing possible.  But Christ and Peter are also asking something else 

of us – they are asking us not to repeat Rome’s crucifixion of Christ.  We, like 

those before us, are most complicit in evil when we act in ignorance.  When we 

focus on the teachings of Christ, when we read the Bible on a daily basis, we are 

invited to receive knowledge of God in Christ in order to overcome our ignorance.  
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And, by overcoming ignorance, we receive power to overcome tendencies to 

persecute and to crucify, in any form, those who are misunderstood by the world.  

And God does this in a loving and just way – he comes to us in ways that we can 

understand – in ways that we can appreciate, like the disciples – so that our 

minds and hearts can be made new in Christ and evil in this world and in 

ourselves is overcome – mind, body and soul. 

Amen 

 


