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 I’m not going to read our Gospel just yet.  We’ve been given two very 

interesting scriptures today and there’s a beautiful Psalm in our lectionary 

selection this week I will also touch on.  This is the week that Jesus leaves the 

disciples, as he’s been preparing to do over the last several weeks, and ascend to 

God to live beside the Creator, in Heaven.  Jesus has been preparing for this, 

talking with the disciples – helping them to be witnesses to the resurrection, 

sharing what they believe with a world that will likely reject them and discount 

them.  Here we find Peter attempting to fill a vacancy with the departure of Judas 

who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus.  Jesus is no longer among 

them to select a replacement so they are left to their own devices to do so.  To 

their own system of selection, voting and installing this new apostle.   

 One might imagine a vetting process – perhaps several submitted some sort 

of resume or testimony as to why they were the most qualified, like we might 

select an employee.  This is a job after all but not exactly – it’s more of a lifestyle, 

a calling, a vocation.  I mean even in the church we have processes for selecting 

our leaders – we have a nominating committee who looks around the 

membership of the church, considers who might be best suited to serve as a 

deacon or an elder, who will then serve the church and make all our important 

decisions.  They decide on the call of the pastor, how we spend the money that is 

donated, and what mission projects we decide to pursue.  Pretty important – so 
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having a process, with a committee that considers all those things when selecting 

potential candidates certainly makes sense.  And for a job as important as one of 

the original disciples who basically will be part of the group that introduces and 

helps grow the Jewish tradition into a Jewish-Christian tradition, at the very least, 

this should be the process. 

 Well there certainly were a significant number of candidates – we are told 

about 120 persons.  Not a bad number.  So similar really to our own congregation 

– we are actually 119 members.  So next the Nominating Committee would look 

at the various talents, availability, willingness to serve – would probably speak 

with them personally and then sit down and make their suggestions/nominations.  

Then you, the congregation at the annual meeting, decide if you agree.  Sensible, 

reasonable but it lacks one thing – other than the nominee agreeing by feeling a 

calling, we haven’t really left much room for the Holy Spirit to make its move – to 

make those selections.  But how would you feel if I suggested I don’t want to do it 

that way anymore…so in this basket in the name of each member of our church.  

I’m going to draw 12 names to fill the seats of Elders and 12 to fill the seats of 

deacons.  No Nominating Committee, no discussion, no asking if the person wants 

to do the job or not – when I reach in and pick a name, that is who will serve.   

Now how does that make you feel?  Well if you’re a sitting Elder, you may not 

care for this process because you might be out of a job and if you’re sitting in a 

pew right now or watching at your kitchen table at home, you might be asked to 

serve and not feel that’s what you’d like to do.  Well, I’m happy to tell you and 

relieve you, these papers are blank and I don’t have the authority to do that 

anyway but apparently Peter did.  What do they do to select this important, 
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potentially critical person?  They put names in a hat and draw one out.  They had 

narrowed it down to two men.  Joseph, called Barsabbas who was also known as 

Justus and Matthias.  And scripture says, they prayed and they threw it not to 

chance by drawing a name – they gave the selection over to the Spirit “Show us 

which one of these two you have chosen.”  And the winner is, Matthias!  And as 

dramatic and exciting as that is – and it’s always great to be the winner – we 

never hear of him again…we know as much about him as we do about the runner 

up who had way more names. 

 This scripture really asks us a question – I think for ourselves and for our 

church – How do we discern the will of God and do we have confidence in the 

systems we employ?  While casting lots seems primitive and out of step with 

reason, could we truse that God might reveal the divine will in such a simple and 

definitive way? To what extent do the methods we employ in discernment get 

tangled up in our own need to control circumstances and outcomes?  Those early 

followers remained faithful in their prayer and accepted the will of God.   

 Our New Testament Scripture is in this same vein – it is prayer.  We actually 

find Jesus in this scripture in the middle of a prayer.  In John 17: 1-5, just prior to 

our scripture today, Jesus begins by praying for himself.  And this is not a prayer 

Jesus went in hiding to pray – this is in the open for all to hear.  So listen to Jesus 

as he continues this prayer…   

6 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. 

They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now 

they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8 for the words that you 
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gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth 

that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on 

their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom 

you gave me, because they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine; 

and I have been glorified in them. 11 And now I am no longer in the world, but they 

are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name 

that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 12 While I was 

with them, I protected them in your name that[a] you have given me. I guarded 

them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost,[b] so that 

the scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I am coming to you, and I speak these 

things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in 

themselves.[c] 14 I have given them your word, and the world has hated them 

because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15 I 

am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them 

from the evil one.[d] 16 They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to 

the world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you have sent me 

into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify 

myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 

 Jesus appears to be teaching the disciples whom he will soon leave how to 

pray.  Now the Gospel of John does not include the Lord’s prayer.  This is the main 

prayer of Jesus in this gospel.  We can hear Jesus’ concern for the disciples and 

their mission in the world.  He is asking for God’s protection.   He knows they 

must go into the world and face hatred and injustice.  He is asking for them to go 

with the sword of truth.  “Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.”  This 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A6-19&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26761a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A6-19&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26761b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A6-19&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26762c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A6-19&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26764d
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word – these words – that we read, that you read in your Bible hopefully 

frequently – this is truth and it’s powerful.  It’s filled with examples of ethical, 

moral and spiritual values. It makes indifference at the face of injustice 

impossible.  Jesus makes some pretty radical demands of us with his 

teachings…we cannot hear these words and remain complacent.  But these words 

Jesus spoke – he has not left us alone.  We live in solidarity with one another  and 

we can band together with others who share our love of humanity and of creation 

– and we have the most powerful thing we could ever have – we have truth.   

 It is not easy to bear witness – it’s not easy to stand up in the face of hatred 

– it’s not easy to deny ourselves the pleasure of knocking someone down or 

mocking someone who does not have what we have – it’s not easy but it is 

possible… 

Psalm 1 – the very first psalm is more like a movie than a song.  It paints a picture 

for us, a simple and clear one, of just how we should live in order to be happy, in 

order to feel joy… 

“Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or take the path 

that sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers; but their delight is in the law of 

the Lord, and on his law they meditate day and night. 

They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its 

season, and their leaves do not wither.  In all that they do, they prosper. 

The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away.  Therefore, 

the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the 
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righteousness; for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of 

the wicked will perish.” 

 Psalm 1 provides the blueprint for moral living under the law of the God of 

Israel.  This is more than a word to the wise, it is a word to be wise in action, in 

the choices we make, in how we live and more importantly, how we treat each 

other.  It is be good to self and to neighbor.   

 So we have the blueprint on how to live, we know how to pray, and how we 

need to put our faith in action by allowing the Holy Spirit in to make some of our 

choices for us.  To throw our desires into a basket, and allow God to have a say in 

which way we go, what we choose and how we bear witness in the world.   

 Sakena Young-Scaggs writes in her reflection of this psalm, “Through our 

faithfulness to the will of God, we can vision a full life in the face of constant and 

unrelenting adversity of the world.  As human windblown beings, we all travel 

through the forest on the journey of our mortal years.  We emerge from the 

forest either as fruit-bearing “trees planted by streams of water” or as withered 

plants or as chaff, to be simply blown away.”   

 Choices – who we choose to lead us, who we choose to be, and who we 

choose to listen to…choose wisely. 

Amen 


