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 Pentecost – marking the birth of the church – symbolized by fire and 

flame.   Our passage in Acts is one of excitement and amazement.  The 

Holy Spirit coming among the believers allowing them to speak in tongues, 

understanding each other, no more barriers and separation.  In fact, it was 

such a spectacle that it was assumed they must be drunk.   

 Living through this season of the church where the secular world has 

essentially taken over and in many ways shrunk the importance of church 

and faith into a secondary, almost unpopular way of life, especially here in 

the Northern part of the country.  And then when we read these scriptures 

of the sheer power of transformation that the Holy Spirit seems capable of 

and think, what happened?  Many of us are bewildered with where we 

stand and wonder what is the Holy Spirit and how does this really apply to 

me anyway… 

 What is clear about our scripture is that it tells us less about what the 

Holy Spirit is and more about what the Holy Spirit does…Peter steps back 

from the crowd to clarify that this is not something to be bewildered by – it 

has already been foretold through the profit Joel…”In the last days it will be, 

God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons 

and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, 

and your old men shall dream dreams.  Even upon my slaves, both men 

and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit.”  So in the other words, 

this is for all of us – this is for everyone…men, women, free slave, rich, 
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poor, young old – all the telling we have read in the last few weeks have 

been very clear about this – the Spirit chooses – the Spirit decides who and 

when – not us – not our wisdom, but that all people can be transformed and 

that the things that we look at as divisions between us are immediately 

erased and we become one people – language, culture, even religious 

affiliation becomes secondary to the unifying power of the Spirit…amen! 

 In the Jewish faith, they too celebrate Pentecost, the Birth of 

Judaism, Shavuot – they read scriptures like this from Leviticus…that 

describe the precise way in which these feasts are to be celebrated. 

Pentecost or Shavuot (Sha-voo-oat) was one of the three divinely 

appointed feasts decreed by the Lord as “solemn fasts” (Ex. 23:14-17; 

Deut. 16:16; 2 Chr. 8:13; cf. Ex. 34:22-23) during which the Israelite men 

were obligated to present themselves at the Temple. Shavuot, Unleavened 

Bread and Tabernacles are the three. 

Shavuot, like the Sabbath and many of the other feast days, was a holy 

convocation or rest day (Lev. 23:21; Num. 28:26). Therefore, no work was 

permitted and it marked the beginning of the grain harvest in Israel.  It 

marked the countdown to the Feast of weeks. 

One of their traditions is to read the story of Ruth. 

1) The story of Ruth took place during the spring barley harvest; Shavuot 

(Sha-voo-oat) is the celebration of the conclusion of the barley harvest and 

the beginning of the summer wheat harvest. 
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(2) Ruth the Moabitess willingly embraced the God of Israel and His Law 

(the Torah). 

I’d like to ask Barry Rose to please come forward and read us the first 

chapter of the Book of Ruth so we can honor this tradition together with our 

brother. 

Elimelech’s Family Goes to Moab 

1 In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a 
certain man of Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the country of Moab, he 
and his wife and two sons. 2 The name of the man was Elimelech and the 
name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and 
Chilion; they were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the 
country of Moab and remained there. 3 But Elimelech, the husband of 
Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons. 4 These took Moabite 
wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. 
When they had lived there about ten years, 5 both Mahlon and Chilion also 
died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and her husband. 

Naomi and Her Moabite Daughters-in-Law 

6 Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of 
Moab, for she had heard in the country of Moab that the LORD had 
considered his people and given them food. 7 So she set out from the place 
where she had been living, she and her two daughters-in-law, and they 
went on their way to go back to the land of Judah. 8 But Naomi said to her 
two daughters-in-law, “Go back each of you to your mother’s house. May 
the LORD deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with 
me. 9 The LORD grant that you may find security, each of you in the house 
of your husband.” Then she kissed them, and they wept aloud. 10 They said 
to her, “No, we will return with you to your people.” 11 But Naomi said, “Turn 
back, my daughters, why will you go with me? Do I still have sons in my 
womb that they may become your husbands? 12 Turn back, my daughters, 
go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. Even if I thought there 
was hope for me, even if I should have a husband tonight and bear 
sons, 13 would you then wait until they were grown? Would you then refrain 
from marrying? No, my daughters, it has been far more bitter for me than 
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for you, because the hand of the LORD has turned against me.” 14 Then they 
wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. 

15 So she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to 
her gods; return after your sister-in-law.” 16 But Ruth said, 

“Do not press me to leave you 
    or to turn back from following you! 
Where you go, I will go; 
    where you lodge, I will lodge; 
your people shall be my people, 
    and your God my God. 
17 Where you die, I will die— 
    there will I be buried. 
May the LORD do thus and so to me, 
    and more as well, 
if even death parts me from you!” 

18 When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no 
more to her. 

19 So the two of them went on until they came to Bethlehem. When they 
came to Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred because of them; and the 
women said, “Is this Naomi?” 20 She said to them, 

“Call me no longer Naomi,[a] 
    call me Mara,[b] 
    for the Almighty[c] has dealt bitterly with me. 
21 I went away full, 
    but the LORD has brought me back empty; 
why call me Naomi 
    when the LORD has dealt harshly with[d] me, 
    and the Almighty[e] has brought calamity upon me?” 

22 So Naomi returned together with Ruth the Moabite, her daughter-in-law, 
who came back with her from the country of Moab. They came to 
Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest. 

___________________________________________________________ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ruth+1&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-7148a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ruth+1&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-7148b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ruth+1&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-7148c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ruth+1&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-7149d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ruth+1&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-7149e
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 The Book of Ruth is a beautiful book of tremendous loss, grief, fear, 

devotion, determination and transformation.  Ruth, in a foreign land, poor, 

widowed, with her penniless Mother-in-law, and in the moment of Ruth’s 

desperation was plucked up by Boaz and given a miraculous life where she 

birthed a son Obed, whose son Jesse would father David.   

 What we have revealed through this passage and through the 

scriptures that we have read throughout this Easter season is that the Spirit 

is not something we go outside ourselves to seek – it is something that 

lives within each of us.  And it is one thing and one thing only – it is truth.  It 

does not see through our eyes – our weak eyes that see how we are 

different, that sees abundance that we can use up as we wish, that sees 

me, mine and then yours.  No the Spirit doesn’t see that – we, in our 

weakness, in our frailty, in our insecurity, we see this but it is not really 

there.   

 Our Gospel is the farewell discourse where Jesus is leaving for good 

but he makes a bold statement before he does…Jesus says, “It is to your 

advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not 

come to you.”  We have truth but we don’t know the whole truth.  Truth is 

available to us but we don’t always see it.  Naomi, even after Ruth was 

plucked up not by an old man who didn’t see just a young beautiful woman 

who needed him, but a man who was kind and gentle and loving… and 

gave her the most beautiful gift – he made her a mother, something I am 

sure Ruth thought at some point would never happen for her.  Even after 

Naomi witnesses this, she still must have not recognized this truth because 

at the birth of Obed, we are told in scripture, the women say to Naomi. 
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“Blessed by the Lord, who has not left you this day without next-of-kin…He 

shall be to you a restorer of life…and for your daughter in law who loves 

you, who is more to you than seven sons.” And Naomi embraces and feeds 

the child.  And in this moment of a multi-cultural marriage, inter-faith, 

younger woman, older man marriage/family– we see this.  We see this 

perfect truth of love and communion and community.   

 This is what Jesus is referring to – why this Advocate is so critical for 

us.  I can’t tell you what the Holy Spirit looks like…or even really how it fits 

into all of this but scripture paints a pretty incredible picture of how it works.  

Fire …the flame within us.  When we see something beautiful, something 

full of the truth of God, we know it and sometimes it comes pouring out of 

our eyes. 

 Don’t be afraid of the spirit within in you.  There were things Jesus 

wished to share with the disciples that they were not yet ready to receive 

scripture tells us.  These things are not out of character with what Jesus did 

share.  However, part of the work of the Spirit has been to continue the 

work of Christ through the life of the church.  The Spirit still speaks through 

the church and through people of faith today.  And we, the church can draw 

upon the empowering presence of the Spirit to be a community that cares 

for and supports all persons.  We have been, we can be Naomi – we have 

lost at times, we have felt alone, we have felt desperate – we have been 

blessed and we can and will be moved in a new direction – change is 

inevitable, it’s constant.  We can be the change we wish to see in the world 

and live the truth that is within all of us. 

Amen  
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