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Sermon 

Peace…Be Still. 
Pastor Lisa Giacomazza 

Bacon Memorial Presbyterian Church 

 

 I have a weather app on my phone and every time there’s a significant storm 

coming, it makes an alarm sound that has on an occasion or two, woke me out of a 

deep sleep.  Sometimes the storm is here in our neighborhood but his app even alerts 

when a large storm is approaching somewhere in the US – right now it’s tropical storm 

Claudette who is ripping through the south leaving behind destruction of heavy rains 

and flooding and tornadoes that have leveled homes and other structures.   

 We have certainly had our share of massive storms in this country – multiple 

hurricanes every year, massive tornadoes and floods.  These storms begin out at sea 

where they toss about the massive waters of the Atlantic Ocean and gain fuel from 

warm waters and explode upon the Eastern coasts of the United States.  Well it seems 

we’ve happened upon the disciples, some of whom were experienced fisherman, in the 

midst of one of these massive storms.  These grown men who have likely experienced 

rough seas before are fearing for their lives – and Jesus, whom they have not yet 

recognized as the son of God, is oh so helpful, asleep…and the disciples wake him and 

say, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?”   

 We have all been tossed about within our own storms in this life.  Some are 

personal and some, like this one the disciples find themselves in, affect many or even 

all of us.  Over the last year and a half, we were all thrown into storm COVID and 

everything we believed we knew about living on this planet, about keeping ourselves 

healthy and safe, about protecting our families – all of that was washed away and we 

found ourselves – rich, poor, young, old, American, Chinese or European – all of us 

were basically in the same boat.  It was hard to know who to listen to, what to do, what 

not to do…the waves kept crashing – illness, death, the unknown, for some loss of a 

job, loss of school as we knew it, working remotely, the waves kept crashing…then face 

masks – wear them yes?  No?  More waves – then separation, lockdown, and then 
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vaccine – only available for some, some concerns about side effects – more waves, 

then more vaccines …slowly we came up to the deck of our collective boat and while 

we are sailing a bit more smoothly – the sea has calmed somewhat, we are not certain 

when the next wind will stir up our sea and blow us somewhere new once again. 

 Did you ever think…”Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?”  Did you 

wonder when and how we would emerge from all of it?  I have – in many ways, I still do.   

 When we tune into our Old Testament scripture from the Book of Job we jump 

into the story at its climax.  God’s dramatic answer to Job out of the whirlwind.  But to 

grasp God’s answer to Job, we first need to know Job’s question.  Job’s question is one 

that many of us still ask God today – Those who live a good life and are obedient to 

God’s commands will be rewarded with good fortune – health, wealth, and other 

blessings.  Those who sin and disobey God’s commandments will meet misfortune – 

illness, poverty, and other woes.  This legalistic framework, focused on the right and 

wrong, was considered the essence of justice.  People get what they deserve and reap 

what they sow.  That when bad things happen there is a consolation that we get what 

we deserve.  And this is the belief that Job prescribed to.  But then his own tragedy 

strikes and his world becomes chaos, thanks to a heavenly deal between God and 

Satan, Job loses everything.  He loses his possessions, his children are killed, he loses 

his health.  And yet, Job is innocent.  So Job decides to plead his case in court with God 

– claiming his innocence, asking for justice and finishes – “Let the Almighty answer me!”  

And in our scripture God does respond – and actually goes on for four more 

verses…”Your human theories cannot possibly capture the complexity of the universe, 

nor can they contain the chaos.”  In all of God’s beautiful response, he never really 

answers Job. 

 We all wonder don’t we in the middle of our storm, in the middle of our chaos, not 

where is God, but where is justice?  I live a good life, I take care of my body – why am I 

sick?   Or why do I struggle financially?  Emotionally?   

 We all know that this is not how the world or how our faith work.  People, good 

people, innocent people, children, have been oppressed through no fault of their own 
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from the beginning of time.  What this passage from Job tells us is that for Job, God 

may not have provided the justice Job asked for, but God does indeed answer.  The 

chaos is still there, but so is God. 

 For African Americans who endured in some cases a lifetime of slavery, abuse, 

suffering, they adopted the beliefs, the religion of their captors and made it their own. 

They were faithful to God yet their situation did not change.  Like Job, their justice did 

not come to save their ship in this storm….the waves continued until President Abraham 

Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863, as the nation 

approached its third year of bloody civil war. The proclamation declared "that all persons 

held as slaves" within the rebellious states "are, and henceforward shall be free." 

Despite this expansive wording, the Emancipation Proclamation was limited in many 

ways. It applied only to states that had seceded from the United States, leaving slavery 

untouched in the loyal border states. It also expressly exempted parts of the 

Confederacy (the Southern secessionist states) that had already come under Northern 

control. Most important, the freedom it promised depended upon Union (United States) 

military victory. 

Although the Emancipation Proclamation did not end slavery in the nation, it captured 

the hearts and imagination of millions of Americans and fundamentally transformed the 

character of the war. After January 1, 1863, every advance of federal troops expanded 

the domain of freedom. Moreover, the Proclamation announced the acceptance of black 

men into the Union Army and Navy, enabling the liberated to become liberators. By the 

end of the war, almost 200,000 black soldiers and sailors had fought for the Union and 

freedom.  (National Archive). 

 And to mark this event, this beginning of a calming of their storm, we all now will 

celebrate Juneteenth each year on June 19 as a national holiday.  It will be an 

opportunity to educate, inspire and agitate or create positive change in our country and 

in the world.   

 What these two passages tell us, side by side, is that sometimes God calms the 

storm and sometimes God is the storm.  And it also tells us that while we may all be in 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/299998?q=Emancipation%20Proclamation#.Vflu0VtrT7w.link
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the same storm  at times as we were threw the pandemic, we are not all in the same 

boat.  In our scripture from Mark- there are other boats in the water – it’s not clear how 

they faired – but we know Jesus wasn’t on the other boats.   

 So my question for you is this – is Jesus trying to calm your storm and you just 

haven’t awoken him yet – or like Job, are you holding on so tight for justice, that your 

missing the opportunity to get into a different boat? 

 Faith does not give us a ticket to calm seas.  But it does give us the guarantee of 

a very effective passenger.  African Americans did not hold out for justice – they got into 

a different boat.  They sailed a new sea…and what is so great about this is we all reap 

the benefits of this – because freedom and an end to oppression for one of us is a 

victory for all of humanity.  And being able to celebrate it with our black brothers and 

sisters, is such a powerful victorious feeling. 

 So is it time to get in a different boat?  Or is the storm God trying to guide you to 

new waters…Or is Jesus present and asking you to remain calm while we ride out this 

storm together? 

Beverly Zink-Sawyer writes in her commentary – “A photograph taken shortly after 

Hurricane Katrina struck New Orleans in the fall of 2005 shows the devastation of a 

cemetery in the historic district of the city, with trees toppled, debris covering the 

ground, and several burial vaults broken and smashed.  But…in the middle of the 

devastation, untouched by the storm, stands a statue of the risen Christ, arms extended 

wide, offering a benediction of calm amid the chaos.  Such is the image conveyed by 

this scripture from Mark’s gospel:  the image of Christ with his arms extended wide over 

the chaos of our lives and world, saying, “Peace!  Be still!” 

 

Amen 

 


