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 Happy Independence Day!  This day we set aside to celebrate our freedom 

– where we put aside our differences as a people and we simply celebrate being 

an American.  Some of us eat hot dogs or bunny dogs, dips and chips, apple pie 

and an ice cold American Beer or bottle of Coca Cola.  We top the day off 

watching fireworks that in their grandeur say just how proud we are to be 

Americans – to be free. 

 Historically, as a country, we have had all kinds of men who have been 

elected President throughout these more than 200 years.  We typically look for a 

strong leader, maybe a military leader or someone who has demonstrated 

through their service and occupation that they can indeed lead the greatest 

nation in the world.  Some say that the President of the United States is the most 

powerful person in the world so naturally we would want someone who stands 

with strength and toughness to ensure we will remain a strong nation and we will 

be safe from invaders. 

 Our Old Testament scripture from 2 Samuel conveys striking images of 

power – “Saul was king over us” and “you David who shall be shepherd of my 

people Israel.”  Saul, the overlord, and now David – a caretaker.  David’s reign had 

many flaws as we know but he did heal the nation of Israel by uniting the many 

tribes, who, like us on this day, came together to celebrate David as King…but 
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they did not choose David – they chose Saul.  God chose David and by guiding 

David in this new way of ruling, it represented a significant shift in how God 

approaches leadership of His people.   

 Why do we humans seem to want a powerful person in authority?  Most 

often, we place our sense of security in that person.  We dray our identity and 

safety from the President or CEO, Governor, military general, etc.  But this is 

where we make our mistake, isn’t it?  Our identity personally and as a people, our 

security comes from one source and one source only – it comes from God.  When 

we put our trust into a President, a CEO – some kind of leader – and fail to turn to 

God for guidance, for our sense of safety- this is a failed political system, plain and 

simple. 

 Our New Testament scripture from Mark where Jesus continues his mission 

of sharing God’s message – of shepherding God’s people – but here we find him in 

the comfort of his own people – he’s come home so to speak – and shouldn’t this 

be celebratory?  Shouldn’t this be the easy part of Jesus’s journey, his mission?  

Instead he is questioned – “Where did this man get all this?  They took offense at 

him.  I saw a quick snippet on the founder of People Magazine, Richard Durrell, 

who established this magazine back in the 1970s…he said this magazine will 

highlight everyday people doing extraordinary things and extraordinary people 

doing everyday things.  And it held true to that.  You see celebrity at home, with 

family, baking or decorating their house, taking care of their children – and we 

saw much of this during lockdown when some of these famous people took to 

blogging, podcasts from their homes looking pretty ordinary.  George Clooney 
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was interviewed and he said he and his wife hired a nanny to take care of his twin 

daughters when they were babies and toddlers.  The nanny was Italian so they 

encouraged her to teach the children Italian and they became fluent – and they 

began to realize their parents are not so they speak to each other in Italian and 

George and his wife can’t figure out what they are saying – he said in the 

interview we basically gave them a weapon to use against us…extraordinary 

people doing ordinary things – like getting tricked by their kids.  Jesus becomes 

ordinary but he also is challenged as a missionary.  He is teaching, sharing the 

word of God, and the people are questioning him.  And this is something that has 

not changed.   

 Many churches have made a sharp distinction between “mission” and 

“evangelism” – between outreach in deeds and outreach in words.  It is clear that 

Jesus and the disciples encompassed both a healing mission and proclamation in 

evangelism.   We have had missionaries here at the church sharing their 

experiences, the most recent being the ladies who traveled to Kakamega 

Orphanage in Africa as part of our Operation Christmas Child…it is so powerful to 

listen to them and their experiences as they not only provided illustration on what 

our donations had provided, but they proclaimed their witness to the grace and 

mercy of God through their mission work and when you hear those words come 

from someone who “walks the walk” they are incredibly powerful.  They make me 

want to get up and do what they do – help like they do – shepherd our people. 

 But there is potential for rejection every time we proclaim the word.  

People tell me stories about why they don’t go to church, how they no longer 
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believe, they question where faith even belongs and prefer we keep it locked up 

in our respective sanctuaries – how often do we hear, separation of church and 

state – to the point where it’s separation of church and just about everything.  It’s 

not easy to know when or how to share our faith, to offer a prayer, to know when 

the time is right to open a bible and read a passage to someone or with someone.   

Evangelism is not an act to get them to come to our side or believe what we do – 

if that’s the approach, you’re missing the point.  It’s about sharing what God has 

done for us and what our faith has come to mean to us.  It’s an act of love not an 

act of competition.  I think some of us are a little intimidated by speaking of our 

faith feeling we don’t have enough theology or polished words or dogma to truly 

speak of our faith…but you don’t need any of that.  You simple need to speak 

truth in love, from the heart, in your own words and never be ashamed.  When 

we do this we are all Kings – shepherding God’s people. 

Amen 

   


