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 As a pastor when texts like we find in Mark’s gospel come up in the 

lectionary teachings, I think how am I going to preach on this?  How can I possibly 

take this text and apply it to our contemporary lives without forcing us to accept 

the fact that those who have divorced might have a real problem with what 

appears to be a law or doctrine.   

 As someone who has been through a divorce, the last thing any of us need 

is to feel even worse for what most of us felt we had to do.  Divorce, even in its 

best circumstance, is a painful process both for the couple themselves and their 

children if there are children.  And the pain extends into friendships, the extended 

family and beyond – sometimes we even lose our church membership as part of a 

divorce.   

 Having said all of this, here we have this text from Mark where Jesus is 

quite clear and direct when answering a question posed by the Pharises… 

“Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 3  Jesus answered 

them, (this is where we all hold our breath in anticipation of 

what the answer may be)…“What did Moses command 

you?” 4 They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a 

certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” 5 But Jesus said 

to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this 
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commandment for you. 6 But from the beginning of creation, 

‘God made them male and female.’ 7 ‘For this reason a man 

shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his 

wife,[a] 8 and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no 

longer two, but one flesh. 9 Therefore what God has joined 

together, let no one separate.” 

 

 Now this text has been adopted by some faiths as a doctrine and once a 

member becomes divorced or when they remarry, they are basically 

excommunicated from the faith.  They become second class citizens – not 

welcome at the Communion Table.  And this is such a human way of interpreting, 

or misinterpreting this text.  Consider, for instance, those New Testament texts 

that condone enslavement: no amount of interpretation will erase the historical 

pain that they have caused, leaving the contemporary interpreter with the task of 

figuring out their religious message and their relevance. The same goes for the 

embedded misogyny, ableism, racism, queerphobia, or classism that we 

experience in these ancient texts as we try, and sometimes struggle, to make 

them our own.  

 But is there is a message here that we can definitely embrace.  Jesus was 

declaring the beginning of a new era in which relationships could work if each 

party approached the other with mutual respect and concern.  To go beyond what 

was “permissible” and embrace what was expected or better yet gifted from God.  

Let’s focus on the last line of the scripture I just read for a moment…”Therefore, 

what God has joined together, let no one separate.”  In that era, if a woman were 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+10%3A2-16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24590a
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divorced by her husband (and women couldn’t initiate the divorce) then she was 

left with nothing – no property, no home, no money – no name, nothing.  Jesus 

isn’t talking to a woman in this passage – he is talking to men and trying to help 

them understand the damage they do when they put their wives out and it isn’t 

that God requires or forbids divorce, God gives us the gift of love and 

companionship knowing this is how we find happiness in this life.  Unfortunately, 

then and now, not everyone chooses to live out the ethics of God’s kingdom.   

 So are we expected to stay with a spouse who has left the relationship or is 

abusive or just uncaring – above all else, save the marriage.  I don’t see that in this 

text but I do see how important companionship is to God.  Our Genesis text is a 

little funny – I mean we can image ADAM, the first human, being presented with 

all kinds of creatures…didn’t really mention a dog – and I think lucky us, we 

women, cause I’m not sure we have made the cut…prior to this text – God 

created the heavens, the sea, man – and all was good.  And now, in aloneness, 

God says its not good.  And discussion in his response to the Pharisees is saying – 

God’s ethics say respect your wife, respect your husband – know that this 

relationship is a gift from God.  And I think in Jesus’ frustration – he says, let the 

little children come to me…and he blesses them and says if you do not receive the 

kingdom as a child, will never enter it.   

 Our focus on this message is just that – what is the Kingdom of God and 

where do we fit into it?  When we cannot live up to the expectations laid before 

us for one reason or another, can we still run to Jesus like a child hoping for a 

blessing?  Can we forgive ourselves?  Can we forgive our former spouse and move 

on with our lives or do we stay in that anger and resentment?   



Inspired by Feasting on the Word, Year B, Vol. 4, Commentary by David B. Howell. 

4 | P a g e  
 

 God created us to love and support one another, to respect our 

relationships and sometimes when that is no longer present, the relationship 

fades away along with it.  The beauty of life is despite disappointment, being 

wronged by someone so close, God has made us of hearts that heal and hearts 

that continually seek love.  We truly are love machines.  And we can heal from 

those hurts and even go on to share our hearts with someone else – and the 

children, families are reformed into something new.  Families come in all shapes 

and sizes “ 18 Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be 

alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.” 19  

 Whether married or not, we need companionship – friendships, to be 

surrounded by those who love us and whom we love.  As I said, families come in 

all shapes and sizes and every uncle, aunt, sister, brother, niece, nephew is 

precious to that family.  And companionship can be the connection we feel to God 

through our faith family.  All these relationships are important… 

 So bring your inner child to Jesus – come to me, do not stop them… for it is 

to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 15  


