
Feasting on the Word, Year B 
Commentary on Job 42 – by Gary W. Charles; Commentary on Mark 10;46-52 BY Cynthia Jarvis  
and Commentary by Lincoln E. Galloway 

1 | P a g e  
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 So who doesn’t love a happy ending?  As a pastor, I love to hear of the test 

that shows no cancer, the check that arrives on December 31st to turn our books 

from red to black, to hear of someone who has been unemployed finally finding 

not only a job, but a good job, one that they were hoping for.  And when it comes 

to Job 42 – I give many thanks to the editor of Job – who after chapters of 

challenges, losses, friends who are not so helpful, and much despair – even God 

telling Job off when he finally answers – basically saying, look I have a universe to 

take care of here, you are not that important…in Chapter 42, everything changes 

for Job…and for us. 

 While Job does end with this happy ending, there are 41 chapters of 

misery.  And for us pastors, it is tempting to grab onto chapter 42 when sitting 

with the bereaved while they are sitting on an ash heap and witness to them – 

look at what happened to Job – God made everything right.   Now God seems to 

really turn things around for Job…let me remind you of just what our scripture 

said… 

10 And the LORD restored the fortunes of Job when he had prayed for his 

friends; and the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before. 11 Then there 

came to him all his brothers and sisters and all who had known him before, 

and they ate bread with him in his house; they showed him sympathy and 
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comforted him for all the evil that the LORD had brought upon him; and each 

of them gave him a piece of money[a] and a gold ring. 12 The LORD blessed the 

latter days of Job more than his beginning; and he had fourteen thousand 

sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand 

donkeys. 13 He also had seven sons and three daughters. 14 He named the first 

Jemimah, the second Keziah, and the third Keren-happuch. 15 In all the land 

there were no women so beautiful as Job’s daughters; and their father gave 

them an inheritance along with their brothers. 16 After this Job lived one 

hundred and forty years, and saw his children, and his children’s children, 

four generations. 17 And Job died, old and full of days. 

 This must be read with caution…now think, 7 sons, and 7 daughters – that 

takes at least 15 years or so and the other restorations we read about – take 

many more years.  This is described in a few sentences but Job’s restoration came 

little by little.  Not in one big bang as it may feel here.  And while Job received this 

restoration – these blessings, that can’t possibly erase the pain Job felt when he 

lost his family, when his friends betrayed him.  Some may say that Job comes to 

terms with God in this passage and feels remorse for being angry with God and 

calling him out…but no.  Job did learn that there is more to God’s reign than Job 

could ever imagine.  But what God does not answer and what Job does not learn 

is why Job experiences such profound suffering while God remains mute.  Job 

enters the theological ring with God and will not be silenced by God’s silence.  He 

calls God out of hiding in  heaven to confront unjust suffering on earth. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+42%3A1-6%2C+10-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-13934a
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 In this text, God is inviting us, those who suffer unjustly, often inexplicably, 

to let out your rage and despair – at the silence of God.  Rather than rushing to 

this happy ending in Job, we need to acknowledge that Job suffered tremendous 

death of his family, loss of his fortune, friends who betrayed him – he was on an 

ash heap – and then he developed this relationship with God with his anger and 

rage and honestly.  While God didn’t quite answer Job’s questions, he did respond 

to Job and in the end says “go to my servant Job and offer up for yourselves a 

burnt offering and my servant Job shall pray for you, for I will accept his prayer.”  

So somewhere in his pain and anguish and his calling out God, he found favor 

with God.  So if you are sitting on your own ash heap – explore what you have 

learned of God – no matter how you got there.  Somewhere in that experience, 

you will find something new you learned about your relationship with God and 

with your faith.   

 While Job receives relief from his suffering, he suffered nonetheless.  There 

are still unanswered questions that we all want God to respond to: 

o Why do the innocent suffer? 
o Why are “friends” oblivious to the sincere cries of those who suffer 

unjustly? 
o Why does God allow such suffering to stand and remain silent before 

the pleas of the afflicted?  

 What happens to Job through his suffering and his friends lecturing Job on 

his theology in the midst of his pain instead of comforting him and standing with 

him, it caused Job to redirect his attention.  In his encounter with God, he was 

compelled into redirection or self-discovery and driven to restoration.   The 
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encounter with God itself transforms us while yet in the midst of suffering.  God’s 

unbreaking empowers us to transcend suffering.  

 Our New Testament scripture describing Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, who is 

sitting by the roadside…noticed by God and then restored so he can become a 

disciple and follow Jesus…I think this speaks to us in our suffering – when we are 

overwhelmed by our grief or pain, and we are letting life walk by us as we sit in 

that pain, blinded by the opportunities, by the beauty that is right in front of us.  

And what pulls us out of this thinking, what brings us back to the living, is 

Jesus…our faith, our belief that we can go on – that we still have living to do, that 

we have purpose within our faith.   

 Loss, grief, pain, suffering – none of us, not one, if we love, will not 

experience these things on a fairly regular basis – and we must take our time with 

our pain, and sit by the roadside in that discomfort until we reach out to God, 

either in pure fits of anger of why God, or acceptance with Thank you God…and 

we are restored – our vision of our lives, or our purpose is restored. 

 Bartimaeus is a model of discipleship because he is a person of faith.  His 

capacity to see and comprehend reminds us that the disciples seem not to 

perceive or understand, to see or to hear.  In this passage, Jesus draws attention 

to the faith of Bartimaeus and we are invited through the words of Jesus to see 

the relationship between faith and wholeness, faith and salvation. 

 If you are in your ash heap – hear these words of mercy – Go, your faith has 

made you well.  Go, your faith has healed you.  Go, your faith has made you 

whole. 
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Amen 

 

I’d like to sing one of my favorite hymns - #821 – How can I keep from singing… 

This hymn shares how no matter where we sit in our pain and suffering, our faith 

is always stronger to carry us through those times. 

 

 


