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 When we look upon our New Testament scripture this morning, taken from 

the Book of Revelation – a book of apocalyptic writings that nearly didn’t make it 

into the Bible due to its gruesome images and sometimes frightening descriptions 

of end times that seem like science fiction in nature.  These writings have been 

distorted and used in demonic ways to persuade people to believe things that we 

humans cannot easily predict – what does the end look like?  What is God’s 

intention for us after all? 

 A prominent feature of apocalyptic writing that figures strongly in today’s 

reading is the use of visions.  John’s visions lift him out of everyday life to a 

heavenly realm where he can view earthly existence from God’s perspective.  

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth 

had passed away, and the sea was no more.  And I saw the holy city, the new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God…See, the home of God is 

among mortals.”  And I started to wonder as I read that – what is God thinking as 

he looks down upon us now…during this time.  What does the world look like, and 

even our lives look like from God’s point of view.   

 The fighting over vaccines, over masks, people still becoming ill, still dying 

world-wide…droves of people walking hundreds of miles to find help for 

themselves, for their children, only to be either turned away or placed in cells or 

camps…and what about the planet – global warming.  Madagascar where people 
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including the children are dying from starvation because of a severe three year 

drought caused by global warming.   And here, suicide rates, addictions, 

depressions are at an all time high…probably due to the crazy times we’ve been 

living through over the past two years.   

 Today’s reading, the vision of the new Jerusalem is filled with imagery of 

renewal, beauty and comfort in times of suffering and grief.  The “holy city” 

comes down out of heaven from God.  Jesus’s teachings that God is with us now 

finds an echo in this passage.  “See, the home of God is among 

mortals”…community is where God dwells with God’s people. 

 The Gospel lesson for All Saints Day this year is from John 11:32-44 and I’d 

like to read a portion of it as we prepare to pray our prayer for those who have 

died over the last year…listen to this scripture…it is the passage where Jesus 

learns that Lazarus, his dear friend, has died… 

John 11:32-44 

New Revised Standard Version 

32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and 

said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 

died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also 

weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, 

“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus 

began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of 
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them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept 

this man from dying?” 

 And Jesus goes on to raise Lazarus from the dead and return him to 

life…what is so important in this passage is that Jesus feels the human pain of 

death – God through His son truly feels that pain in this moment – Jesus weeps 

and is deeply grieved.  And don’t we know how that feels.  Losing someone – once 

we suffer through a loved one’s death – we can never return to who we were 

before.  These last two years have been tough – nearly 750,000 people in the US 

alone have lost their lives to COVID.  Nearly 5 million world wide.  And the other 

issues – suicide, depression, ailments that were not treated due to lockdowns – 

the cause and effect has been immense and has touched all of us in some way.   

 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also 

weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit…have you ever been deeply disturbed 

in spirit?  Those are some tough days, weeks, months, sometimes years…but the 

resurrection of Lazarus is a moment of relief, of renewal from the suffering…We 

do not get to see our loved ones alive again in this life, but we know we will be 

reunited with them someday.  What we do get in the meantime is a God who 

provides us with a spirit that can continue to go on and love again – a spirit that 

can indeed recover, with time, and live again.  A spirit that can enjoy memories of 

our loved ones without the sting that death brings – and remember them fondly 

with a smile.   

 So if God is looking upon us right now, and sees the hope that we see in the 

baptism of McKenna and McKensa, would God be pleased that despite all that is 
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wrong in the world, this is absolutely right!  That hope lives – that love continues 

and grows – that we continue to praise God from whom all blessings flow!   

 As we remember those we have lost, help us to lift up our hearts to the 

healing God whose vision is to bring heaven to us here on earth – for us to live 

together in peace and love as a community – and to continue to bless our lives 

with dear friends, family and the beauty of creation.  Help us to live a life of 

gratitude giving back to a world that gives so generously to us each and every day. 

Amen 

 

   


