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 Laying the Foundation … it’s an important part of any journey, any project, 

any structure within our lives.  To lay a foundation upon which the rest of the 

project will stand.  You could apply this to someone’s education – that they must 

have a good foundation in fundamental skills before they can pursue advanced 

studies…you must have a good foundation in a relationship before you pursue a 

deeper commitment…you must have a good foundation in planning and 

preparation before you begin a trip, vacation or a journey.  I think we all agree a 

solid foundation is an important thing for all things we pursue in life. 

 I spoke last week about being homesick and wanting to return to the 

feeling I felt in my childhood home and I’m going to take a peak back into 3129 

Eggert Road once again this week.  For years, my parent’s home developed cracks 

– deep cracks in the walls and even in the floor of the basement and the slab of 

the split level home.  We were always very worried about the structure of the 

home but my parents in their advanced years didn’t want to pursue any major 

repairs so it was left undone and uncorrected.  When they passed and it was time 

for us to clean up the home to sell it, we were very concerned this could mean 

that the Foundation was damaged or failing in some way so we had an engineer 

come and examine the property and as it turned out, for all the years we worried 

about the foundation and that the repair would be very expensive, the home only 

needed a sump pump to correct the problem.  The engineer assured us the 
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foundation was solid and with this minor upgrade to the home, it would stop the 

cracking of the dry wall and floors of the home.  And indeed it did. 

 It was such a relief to know that the foundation of the home was solid, was 

stable because we knew as long as the foundation was solid all other things could 

be repaired.  Phillipians, Chapter 1, vs. 3-11 is Paul’s letter he wrote filled with 

love and affection for them, though he remained jailed for his expressions of love 

and belief in Christ.  These are those wonderful, uplifting words Paul wrote…and 

as I read them this week, it made me think of our relationship here at Bacon… 

Paul Prays for the Philippians 

“ My prayers for you are full of praise to God as I give him thanks for you 

with great joy! I’m so grateful for our union 5 and our enduring partnership 

that began the first time I presented to you the gospel. 6 I pray with great 

faith for you, because I’m fully convinced that the One who began this 

gracious work[a] in you will faithfully continue the process of maturing 

you[b] until the unveiling[c] of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

7 It’s no wonder I pray with such confidence, since you have a permanent 

place in my heart![d] You have remained partners with me in the wonderful 

grace of God even though I’m here in chains for standing up for the truth of 

the gospel.[e] 8 Only God knows how much I dearly love you with the tender 

affection[f] of Jesus, the Anointed One. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+1%3A3-11&version=TPT#fen-TPT-10671a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+1%3A3-11&version=TPT#fen-TPT-10671b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+1%3A3-11&version=TPT#fen-TPT-10671c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+1%3A3-11&version=TPT#fen-TPT-10672d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+1%3A3-11&version=TPT#fen-TPT-10672e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+1%3A3-11&version=TPT#fen-TPT-10673f
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9 I continue to pray for your love to grow and increase beyond measure, 

bringing you into the rich revelation of spiritual insight[g] in all things. 

10 This will enable you to choose[h] the most excellent way of all[i]—

becoming pure and without offense until the unveiling of Christ.[j] 11 And 

you will be filled completely with the fruits of righteousness[k] that are 

found in Jesus, the Anointed One—bringing great praise and glory to God!” 

Foundation…a solid foundation in love as Paul encourages these new, 

young believers.   

 Our Old Testament scripture from Malachi, God announces that he is 

sending a messenger to prepare for his coming.  And as we read our gospel 

scripture from Luke, that messenger is John.   There is one significant 

difference – John offers repentance to everyone through baptism where 

Malachi’s message cleanses and purifies only the priesthood.  Malachi 

reflects the period of restoration shortly after the Temple was rededicated 

in 515 BCE.  This period of restoration was not an easy one, the crises were 

as threatening to community survival as the crises of Jerusalem’s 

destruction in 586 BCE and the subsequent exile to Babylon. Today we read 

just a small portion of Malachi’s prophesy, but it is a book with contention 

and genuine questions about whether the community or its covenant with 

God can survive its present crisis. The pervasive tone is of a community or, 

more specifically, a family that can no longer understand one another.  For 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+1%3A3-11&version=TPT#fen-TPT-10674g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+1%3A3-11&version=TPT#fen-TPT-10675h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+1%3A3-11&version=TPT#fen-TPT-10675i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+1%3A3-11&version=TPT#fen-TPT-10675j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+1%3A3-11&version=TPT#fen-TPT-10676k
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Malachi, the community is on the verge of falling apart.  God can’t seem to 

get through to the people and the people have a healthy skepticism 

against the divine.  The community has fallen away to the point it does not 

feel God’s love and God does not feel devotion from the people. 

 As we “prepare the way of the Lord” with our walk to Bethlehem this 

advent, we are walking streets unknown to us.  So many celebrate 

Christmas but do not know Christ.  So many refuse to be part of a faith, yet 

place a manger scene upon their property for decoration.  And running into 

our near third year of an unpredictable pandemic shifting itself into an 

endemic and we along with it, the map to Bethlehem has become hazy and 

may require us to be “rerouted”.   

 Malachi focused on the priesthood because the church leaders of the 

time were frankly doing spotty work.  They were bringing only maimed or ill 

animals for sacrifice – and while this is a practice we are not familiar with, I 

think we can look at today’s church and see some clergy over the last 

several decades have not maintained the sanctity of the church. This 

sanctity requires both moral uprightness and ritual purity, and a 

commitment to the teachings of Christ.  It caused many to doubt the 

church and to even be fearful of what lies in store should they dare to 

enter. 
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 Much of my message on Malachi this morning was inspired by an 

awesome commentary by Margaret Odell, Seminary Professor from St. Olaf 

College in Minnesota published on Workingpreacher.com.  She states, “This 

little text suggest that the first order of business as we prepare for the 

Lord’s coming is not endless discussion- no more endless question about 

how we came to be in themes we are in – of who is right and who is wrong 

or, for that matter, whether God sees these things as we do.  The 

messenger in Malachi has a more fundamental problem, of restoring the 

conditions for full communion – between God and people yes, but also 

among the members of the community as well.” …A place we find ourselves 

in as well. 

 When John the Baptist was born, his father Zachariah could not 

speak…he was unable to speak.  He and his wife Sarah knew this child was a 

gift from God and were told his name was to be John despite Jewish 

tradition where he should have been named after his father.  Zachariah 

wrote the name on a paper to confirm he was giving the name John to his 

son and then at that moment, he was able to speak.  I have artwork today 

that I also included in the newsletter of Zachariah cradling his son.  I love 

this picture because it speaks of that perfect human love, that foundation 

that is so important – a father and son, and a father who knows God.  I’ve 

imagined myself that baby a few times this week while meditating on the 

picture yearning for that feeling.  And as I have prayed upon it, I’ve realized 
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I am afforded that feeling all the time through my love of Christ and God’s 

love of me. 

 So where might your cracks be – like my childhood home…what is the 

foundation of your faith?    Is it a solidly built structure that was given to 

you by years of attending church, a special pastor in your childhood, a 

faithful mother or father?  Knowing where our foundation was laid, helps us 

to recognize trouble.  If the last two years have taught us anything, its that 

we certainly cannot rely upon this world to provide that foundation for our 

lives.  So many things we counted on no longer exist, at least not in the way 

they once did.  (pick up Bible) But God, but this book, two thousand twenty 

one years after Jesus was born – here we sit reading those same words and 

it still moves us toward God.  Now that’s a foundation. 

Amen 

 


