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 Epiphany falls on the 12th day after Christmas, January 6th each year 

on most western churches’ calendars.  It’s a day set apart to mark the 

arrival of the Magi from the east when Jesus was acknowledged as “king of 

the Jews” by those who were not, themselves, Jewish.  The English word 

“ephiphany” comes from a Greek word that means, “to appear” or “to 

become manifest.”   

 Paul’s words from Ephesians today are quite powerful and worth 

repeating… 

“3 This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for[a] Christ Jesus for the 

sake of you Gentiles— 2 for surely you have already heard of the 

commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, 3 and how the 

mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few 

words, 4 a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of 

the mystery of Christ. 5 In former generations this mystery[b] was not made 

known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 

prophets by the Spirit: 6 that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, 

members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus 

through the gospel.” 

 As I begin my message today, I want to credit J. R. Daniel Kirk, 

whose commentary on the Ephesians passage was so inspiring that I am 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+3%3A1-12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29236a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+3%3A1-12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29240b
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quoting it throughout my message today.  This commentary was posted on 

Working Preacher. Com. 

 If we were to scour the Old Testament, we will not find this revelation 

that Paul has experienced – this great mystery – the inclusion of the 

Gentiles.  Paul didn’t come to this conclusion – this announcement of 

equality from Paul, while in prison for these teachings – Paul, a Jew – he 

did not read about it. He did not learn about it from someone else – this 

idea that we should live together in community – that we can learn from 

one another – that we are more alike than different – equality, inclusion – 

this was given to the prophets and the apostles of the early church by the 

Spirit – and in my opinion, still is.   

 We humans are raised in a belief system that like minds should 

congregate, right?  On Sundays – we are Bill’s fans and people in 

Pittsburgh are Steelers fans.  You are a Western New Yorker – You’re from 

the cataract city…and we tend to stick pretty close to where we landed at 

some point – it’s where we feel comfortable.  And the opposite of what Paul 

is talking about in our scripture.  The point is we need to get out of our 

comfort zone and find our way home to God by another way – and when I 

say home, I mean to our spiritual home. 

 Paul is speaking of including Gentiles alongside Jews.  And this 

requires a bit of a spiritual shake up – this is not a thought that we humans 

are going to come to on our own.   

 The world is a vastly and quickly changing place right now and I dare 

say we are embarking upon a new era.  A time when things have and will 
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continue to change dramatically in how people live.  We know that within 

the church things have certainly changed over the last 75 years or so.  I’m 

often told by long-time members of the standing room only services they 

experienced here as a child.  Well, we know the time of everyone goes to 

church on Sundays is over.  I have been a Presbyterian most of my life and 

I have been worshipping pretty much the same way for the past 40 years or 

so.  Singing the same hymns – with a few new mixed in – same order of 

service, etc.  But there are churches in this very community that worship 

with shouts of Alleluia and Amen – hands raised…there are temples that 

worship with silence and meditation, prayer on their hands and knees on a 

mat, forehead touching the ground – some celebrate the Eucharist at every 

service.   Sikhs don’t cut their hair and wear a turban – do you know why?  

Does it make you uncomfortable when you see a man or woman wearing a 

turban?  Is it because we’ve been taught we should be afraid of that 

because it’s different?  According to Sikh custom, hair is part of God's 

creation, something that should not be altered, and many Sikhs believe 

that keeping their hair long allows them to take their minds off of their 

appearance and be more focused on God. They wear a turban to keep 

their hair tucked away and it is also a way to recognize others from the 

fellowship.   

 It will be impossible for us to continue to do things as we have always 

done them – we are living through a time of great change and 

enlightenment.  The terrain in which we live has significantly changed and 

it’s time for us to begin observing that terrain, learn from it, and look for 

God’s light within it. 
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 The Magi – who Matthew never says were kings and never tells us 

how many there were, were most likely astrologers.  They are certainly 

Gentiles; they come from outside of Israel, and they don’t know the 

Scriptures.  But they do know how to read the stars.  God reaches out to 

them and leads them through what they already know.  (repeat) God 

reaches out to them and leads them through what they already know.  In 

the ancient world, stars and other signs in the heavens were thought to 

signal important events.  In this case, a bright star rising leads them to 

discern that a royal birth has occurred in Judea.  As we know King Herod 

was aware of what this meant and asks the Magi to lead him to this child – 

in the hopes he can squash the whole thing out because as we know this 

challenges Herod’s power – this challenges his status quo.   

 Revelation is not only made to the people of the church.  Like the 

Magi, the astrologers – who did not know the scriptures – they were not 

Jews – God chooses how God will lead His people.  God shows us the way 

home.  Revelation is made through the church as well.  “Through the 

church God’s wisdom is made known” says our scripture. 

 This new world God is building begins with a breakdown – a crashing 

down of ideals that don’t work and leave too many people and too much of 

creation without.  God is breaking down walls and divisions and leading us 

to unity and equality.  And we the church need to be included in that. 

 So I encourage you to come with me as go on a new adventure led 

by prophets, by light, home by a new way…Rev. Makeeda Brooks from the 

African Methodist Church is one of those prophets – she has this great 

vision of bringing all faiths from our community together into a single 
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brotherhood – to build relationships, to build trust, to build understanding 

and to lead our community.  We will be partnering with them in February for 

a joint Bible study discussing the teachings of Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

and following this with a worship service they will host at St. Johns.  I 

encourage you to follow where God is leading us – into perhaps the 

unknown – but definitely toward uniting us all as one people.  Modern 

societies don’t tend to think of angelic or demonic figures standing behind 

our leaders.  But we are often aware that there are forces larger than 

individuals and their actions.  There are systems of power that often 

oppress those without it.  There are cultures that hold sway over us even 

when we’re not aware.  What would it say to such powers as these if God’s 

church was a place where powerless and powerful alike were joined in a 

community of equals? 

 The gospel is about giving us a new community.  A surprising 

community.  One that defies the standards we have all been raised to live 

within.  If we have the courage to step outside the normal, to move toward 

the light and follow the Spirit as the Magi did – as the Apostle Paul did – 

this community will be the greatest witness for the gospel that we could 

ever image – an epiphany indeed. 

Amen 

 


