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 I don’t know about you but I have a lot of questions…in fact, I have 

always wondered about a lot of things.  My father was a very well read man 

and I loved being able to ask him pretty much anything and he would 

always seem to have the answer.  But there are many things in life, where 

the answer remains unknown not yet known.   

 Our world today continues to be confusing, scary, unclear of what’s 

next.  Sometimes the only way to understand today is to look at the past.  If 

we look at pandemics, there have many throughout history.  We often hear 

today’s COVID compared to the flu of 1918.  But there was the Bubonic 

Plague, scarlet fever, small pox, polio, HIV/AIDS just to name a few – all 

viruses, all dangerous that left death and destruction in their path – and all 

have either a vaccine, abatement or a treatment that make them a little less 

scary then when they first appeared and began to infect humans.   

 Our scripture from Isaiah talks about life’s hard places.  Who among 

us does not know what it feels like to be overwhelmed and underprepared 

for life’s hard places?  Who here was really ready for this pandemic and all 

the changes and destruction it has left in its path.  Ancient Israel, as a 

worshiping community and as a nation-state in exile, knew intimately the 
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force of fear.  They no doubt felt abandoned, and what faith they had was 

threadbare as the story of their chosen status unraveled seam by seam.  

How could they trust that God would bring them, once again, out of the 

exile they find themselves in?   

 The key to this statement is once again…if once again they find 

themselves in anguish, this implies that they had been at some point 

delivered in the past.  That God had rescued them and brought them to 

higher ground.  Sure, they had been in waters that went over their heads 

and been delivered – in fact, they had seen their enemies drown in the very 

waters that had saved them.  They had stories of deliverance from fiery 

furnaces, and a pillar of fire was part of their redemption in the wilderness.  

But how could they, while in that fire, believe that God would deliver them?  

How can we believe that at some point this pandemic will end and COVID 

will no longer be part of our daily conversations?  When we can leave our 

homes and not fear of what might come next? 

 Our scripture from Isaiah is powerful and direct… “But now thus says 

the LORD,he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not 

fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.”  

Do you feel like you belong to God…do you feel, like our scripture says, 

“Precious” in God’s sight?  If we only had this present moment in time with 

no point of reference, without a lifetime of reasons why we know God is 
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great, why we know God walks with us through the fiery furnace, through 

the deep waters, it might be impossible to believe  

  You are mine.  Possessive and protective God.  The Israelites 

abandon fear because they know they have not been abandoned…These 

words must have been hard to hear for a people in exile…they must have 

wondered…If God is with us, how did we end up in Babylon?  Questions – I 

have questions…If God is with us, why are we, after almost 3 years – still not 

winning this battle…talk of a fourth, yes fourth vaccine…why??  If God is 

with us, then why??? 

 We are not privy to the timeline…we are not able to see into God’s 

crystal ball and know when…when this season of our lives will end and we 

can move in a new direction…because that information is not important, 

not really.  What is important, what we need to focus our attention on is 

God’s redemptive power and his desire to make us whole, to carry us 

through these times.  Not for the sake of getting to the other side, but for 

the sake of loving us through it.   

 This is one of my favorite Sunday’s of the church year because this is 

the Sunday when we can really celebrate the wild, cooky, wacky John the 

Baptist.  I like it because I too am a bit wild, cooky and whacky.  But then 

again, everything about the ministry of Jesus is wild and whacky, isn’t it?  I 

mean, he didn’t come storming onto the earth in a golden chariot with 

choirs singing and angels dancing – Jesus came into the world in a stable, a 
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house built for animals and was laid in a troth of sorts – a manger.  Pretty 

cooky…and pretty intentional.  Our gospel from Luke today signals the end 

of John’s preaching mission to the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry.  The 

people are wondering if John might be the Christ, but John lets them know 

that one more powerful is coming, one empowered by the Holy Spirit.  

John’s ministry of preparation for the Messiah is ending.  John – this wild 

backwoodsman who redeemed the downtrodden.  And Jesus got in line 

with those sinners to be baptized by his cousin John.  When the line of 

downtrodden and sin-sick people formed in hopes of new beginnings 

through a return to God, Jesus joined them.  At his baptism, he identified 

with the damaged and broken people who needed God.  Clarence Jordan, 

New Testament scholar, renders it: the sky split, the Holy Spirit in the shape 

of a dove came down upon him, and a voice came from the sky saying, 

“You are my dear Son; I’m proud of you.”  At His baptism, Jesus is ordained 

as Messiah by a God who loves him and tells him so.  And then Jesus prays 

immediately following his baptism – to secure his constant connection with 

God.   

 Have you ever watched a grandmother playing with her grandchild 

and the way she looks at that child – with as much love as someone can 

have for another.  The child is precious in her sight and any observer can 

see this.  Isaiah tells the people they are precious – unabashed desire that 

moves God to compassion and action for the people.  God’s voice is carried 



Inspired by Feasting on the Word, Year C – Commentary of Isaiah 43:1-7, by Valerie Bridgeman Davis and 
 commentary of Luke 3:15-17. 21-22 Robert M. Brearley 

5 | P a g e  
 

on the wind – north and south from Babylon to Egypt and God says…”Give 

them up”.  And I believe God is saying that right now…Give them up.   

 God is still speaking – God’s voice is being heard near and far.  At 

ECMC this week, I went to get a cup of coffee to spur myself on to another 

day of hearing the administrators around me trying to figure out where to 

put patients to make room for more, or find ways to care for those we have 

with few staff and more out sick…it’s tiring day after day, week after 

week…and as I walked to the coffee station, there were two military 

personnel sitting, waiting…they were medics there to help us through our 

exile of sorts – they were kind, respectful and smiled the whole time I spoke 

with them.  To me and I’m sure to many who met them that day, they 

looked like angels – and indeed they were – sent from God…because you 

see, God’s voice demands a return, a remnant, a rescue.  Sons and 

daughters, created in God’s image and for God’s glory, hear the call.   

 We are those children, being admired, by one who knows we are 

precious.  But these comforting words of Isaiah are easier to read and write 

about than they are truly to hear and believe.  But it is because words this 

good – love this uncommon – take time to be believed and absorbed. 

 John prepared the way for Jesus and I wonder what preparation is 

going on right now – what we are getting ready for…what is next.  I have 

questions – and questions are good – but I also have faith…faith that God 

sees us. Remember that the boundaries within our own memories and 
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minds, boundaries of what we know or understand, are not God’s.  “Do not 

fear, for I have redeemed you I have called you by name, you are mine.”   

Amen  

 

 


