
BACON MEMORIAL  
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

A family of faith since 1922  

166 59th Street  
Niagara Falls, New York 14304-3812  

716-283-5744  
Church office hours - Mon., Wed., Fri., 9:30 am – 12:30 pm   

 

3rd Sunday after Epiphany – January 23, 2022 

10:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.  
Large Print bulletin available - ask an usher  

Please silence all cell phones before worship.  

* Please stand if you are able.  

ENTER TO WORSHIP  
Due to recent outbreak of COVID and the Omicron Variant, we require all people wear a face covering 

when not social distancing.  You may remove your mask while seated. 

 
Denotes:  Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word ® Worship Companion.   

Copyright 2015. 

 
GOD CALLS US TOGETHER  

 

PRELUDE   “Glory be to Jesus”  by Robert Lau 

  

LIGHTING OF CANDLES  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Please keep announcements brief, especially if they are already in the bulletin.    

 

RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP  
L: Hear the teaching of Christ: A new command I give you, that you love one another as I have loved  

you. The peace of Christ be with you all.  

A: And also with you.  
L: While remaining in your seat, please turn to each other and offer a sign of peace.  

 

MEDITATION AND OPENING PRAYER 

Holy One,  we thank you for the gift of the Bible, for its psalms and poems, myths and stories, histories, 

teachings, and prophecies. May the Holy Spirit who called out those ancient writings continue to call us 

out today, that our lives may reflect the first sermon of Jesus, our crucified and risen Christ, who brings 

good news to the poor and lets the oppressed go free. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP:  (responsive) 

L: God built the heavens, the earth, and everything in them.  

A: God calls us to be builders as well.  

L: God calls us to build our lives: to restore broken places and continue to grow.  

A: God calls us to build our faith: to study the Word and ponder its interpretation.  

L: God calls us to build our community: to build bridges of understanding and systems of justice. God 

calls us to build history by fulfilling the promises of Scripture:  

A: to preach the good news of God’s love and liberation for all people. 

 



*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   #744   “Arise, Your Light Is Come!”  all verses  

 

CALL TO CONFESSION  

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (Unison) 

God of our Restoration, whenever we come home to you, we realize how far we have strayed and 

how much we have forgotten of your law and your love. We have not loved you with our whole 

hearts or loved our neighbors as ourselves. Forgive us, heal us, and restore us to our relationship 

with you; through Jesus Christ, in whom we trust. Amen. 

 

  (confess silently)  

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS    
 

WE ENCOUNTER GOD’S WORD 

  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION:  We have gathered before your Word, O God. We want to hear 

with understanding, so give us attentive ears. By the power of your Holy Spirit at work in the word read 

and proclaimed, make the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts acceptable to you, our 

Rock and Redeemer. Amen..  

 

INTRODUCTIONWhile the Bible is full of sermons, prophetic speeches, and prescriptions about 

how worship of God should take place, it is relatively rare to get a picture in the Scriptures about how 

worship actually takes place.  On this Third Sunday of Epiphany, we get two such glimpses, in 

Nehemiah 8 and Luke 4.  Nehemiah 8 in particular is rich in possibilities for teaching and preaching 

about worship.  Hear our word today. 

 

FIRST READING    Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10        New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)  

8 
1 

all the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to 

bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had given to Israel.  
2 

Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who 

could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month.  
3 

He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the 

presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were 

attentive to the book of the law. 

 
5 

And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and 

when he opened it, all the people stood up.  
6 

Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up 

their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 
 

8 
So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the 

people understood the reading. 
9 

And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the 

people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all 

the people wept when they heard the words of the law.  
10 

Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to 

those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy 

of the LORD is your strength.” 

 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.  

R: Thanks be to God!   



 

  HYMN      #188   seated  “Jesus Loves Me!” verse 1 

   

CHILDREN’S TIME  

 

SPECIAL MUSIC    “What a Friend We Have In Jesus”  Arr. Mary McDonald 

 

SECOND READING      Luke 4:14-21                                             New Revised Standard Version 

 
14 

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread 

through all the surrounding country.  
15 

He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 

 The Rejection of Jesus at Nazareth 
16 

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath 

day, as was his custom. He stood up to read,  
17 

and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where 

it was written: 
18 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind,  to let the oppressed 

go free, 
19 

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20 

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 

synagogue were fixed on him.  
21 

Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

 

       L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

       R:  Praise be to you, Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

 

SERMON     “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

     Pastor Lisa Giacomazza 

 

*HYMN AFTER THE SERMON # 39 “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” all verses 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Please freely share your joys and concerns so we may lift up your petitions together to our loving God. 

Response:  God fill us with the power of your spirit. 

 

 

OFFERING 

INVITATION TO OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY  “Fairest Lord Jesus” Carol Tornquist     

 

*DOXOLOGY #606  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him all creatures here below; 

praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
 

 



 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION and THANKSGIVING (Unison)  

God of life and of new life, bless these gifts that we have given that they may further your reign in 

this world. 

 

*ACOLYTES CLAIM THE LIGHT OF CHRIST  

 

WE LEAVE TO SERVE 

 

*BENEDICTION HYMN   #837   “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine” all verses 

 

*CHARGE   
 

*BENEDICTION  

 

*POSTLUDE     “Wonderful Words of Life”   by Lani Smith 

 

LITURGIST – Bill Springer   

 

Annual Reports due to the church office!! 

We need your committee report for the Annual Report. Send it to the church’s email - 

secretary@baconmemorial.org 

  

Sign-up 

 Thanks to a very generous donation, we now have a brand new, battery powered snow blower. If you 

can help with snow blowing the sidewalks, call the church office at 716-283-5744 and give the Secretary 

your contact information. We can’t set up a schedule because we don’t know when we will be snowed 

upon. We would like a list just in case!!  

  

Church’s Phone Directory to be Updated 

Bacon’s phone directory will be updated soon.  If any of the information on you in the current directory 

(light blue cover, dated 2022) has changed, then please contact Jeff Trethewey - cell: 716-383-2333 or  

e-mail: jefftrethewey@yahoo.com.  If you believe that you are not listed in the current directory then 

please forward the following information to Jeff: Your name, address, e-mail address, land phone #, cell 

phone #, and month and day of your birth (year is not required). Also please include the names of others 

in your household as well as their month & day of birth and cell phone #. 

       Please make sure your information in the Church’s phone directory is accurate so that you receive 

timely updates for such topics as the 100th Anniversary announcements as well as info concerning the 

taking of pictures for a new Church pictorial directory in 2022. 

   

Footprints on the Future is collecting new socks, gently used or new hats, scarves and gloves. These 

items will be tied to trees at the NACC (Niagara Arts and Cultural Center). The snowman in the Narthex 

is ready to receive your donations.  

  

  

Thank you to Ron and Fran Clements 

for donating our Sunday bulletins! 
  

mailto:jefftrethewey@yahoo.com


 

IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH   

Opportunities at Bacon  
There will be someone in the office to answer calls  

Mon., Wed., Fri. from 9:30 am - 12:30 pm  

  

Sun., January 30, 2022 
Sunday Worship Service, and Sunday School, ……..10:30 am 

Crochet, Knitting group…………………..………….3:00 pm 

AA meeting………………………….……………....7:30 pm 

         

ATTENDANCE: 

  

January 16, 2022 

Adults…..………..25 

Children…..……….2 

Hand delivered…....2 

Mailed …..……......6 

e-mailed………….10 

You tube………....72 

Facebook………….2 

  

We are committed to continuing our on-line worship on a weekly basis and we encourage you to 

continue to watch and share our message with your family and friends.  Our on-line worship can be 

found on the Bacon Memorial Presbyterian Church You Tube channel and Facebook.  You will 

find a link on our webpage at www.baconmemorial.org. You can download a copy of the bulletin from 

our webpage so you can follow along with us! If you would like a printed copy of the sermon, you may 

download from the website or you may call the church at 716-283-5744 and we can send you a written 

copy of the sermon by e-mail/mail weekly.  Thank you and may God lead us to find an end to this virus.  

  

 

 

3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

 

  

http://www.baconmemorial.org/


PRAY for: 

For those who are tired, lonely, homebound,  addicted or have mental health issues.  

For our church members who can’t get to church but want to stay connected. 

 

John and Lisa Bundy - COVID 

Shirley Bundy - COVID 

Family of Beth Bailor 

Jim and Jane Wilson – Internal bleeding 

Jeff and Peg Trethewey - COVID 

Jorrie Pucillo – COVID 

Shawna Pucillo -  COVID 

Joe Giacomazza and Pastor Lisa - COVID 

Ivy – 1 month old – sick 

Dave Barry -  

Irene Barry – COVID again 

  

HOMEBOUND 

Harold & Billie Cooper 

Mary Ann Jamieson 

Barbara MacDonald  

Carol Ortt 

Renee Quinn  

Ruth Quinn  

Judy Reese 

Mary Lou Smythe 

  

SERVING OUR COUNTRY 

James Bak   Joseph Bak 

Cameron Gee  Andrew LaFave 

Mathew Springer Ryan Sepe 

Andrew Wilson   

  


