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 Sanctuary.   This room we are sitting in right now is called the Sanctuary.  

The room or home those of you at home are sitting in right now may very well be 

your sanctuary.  As we have been working through our scriptures this advent, we 

have been on a journey starting with our homesickness – homesick for a world 

that no longer exists, homesick for that feeling of safety and security.  Then we 

moved to laying the foundation – looking at the cracks within our own 

foundations of faith and how, with just a simple adjustment, our foundation can 

be sound once again…and that without that sound foundation, our home, our 

sanctuary, cannot stand.  And last week, we invited our dear friend Major Carroll 

to worship with us as we shared our abundance with his mission and ministry 

through our annual white Christmas toy drive – praise be to God.  Now today, we 

are seeking sanctuary.   

 It bears the question – isn’t that why we come here week in and week out?  

Isn’t this our sanctuary after all?  This room bears that very name, as I said.  Yet 

there are times and there are those that may come and sit in that pew and yet 

feel a stranger – yet feel like they don’t belong, yet feel they are in someone elses 

home.  While this may indeed be a sanctuary, it is not always a home for some. 

 Our scripture from Luke breaks into two parts.  It is a narrative telling of the 

encounter of Elizabeth and Mary, both of whom are pregnant and how Elizabeth’s 
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yet to be born baby, John, recognizes Mary’s yet to be born baby, the Messiah.  

And the second part of the scripture is Mary’s canticle, the Magnificat, taken from 

the opening line:  “My soul magnifies the Lord.”  Mary goes to Elizabeth, her 

cousins home, in great distress.  She is a young, virgin girl, engaged to Joseph and 

finding herself pregnant.  She has been visited by the angel who has told her of 

the fate of this great deed she is to do for the Lord and for the world.  That this 

miracle inside of her will change the world.  She had to of thought- but how?  

How will this happen?  How will people interpret this?  How will they know?  She 

was truly terrified but …she was faithful…and more, she was grateful and 

magnified the Lord in her beautiful prayer to God.  She comes to Elizabeth for 

comfort, for peace, for safety – she comes to Elizabeth for sanctuary.  And in 

doing this, she begins to fulfill the scriptures. 

 In our advent devotional there is a powerful piece of art that I’ve printed 

for you that accompanies todays scripture and I encourage you to take this home 

and pray upon it as a visio divina or a visual meditation and prayer.  I’d like to 

share with you the meditation that accompanies it. 

From the Artist Rev. T. Denise Anderson  

I’ve read the Magnificat many times, but only recently have I started reading it for 

what it is: a protest song. Listen to the tone: “[God] has brought down the 

powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly.” It’s a song of vindication 

against oppressive powers. Some ancient manuscripts attribute this song to 

Elizabeth, not Mary. Of course, an older woman would be able to exegete the 

times from both communal history and lived experience. But it’s also true that the 
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gift of prophecy is no respecter of age. They each have different proximities to the 

Messiah: one’s offspring will prepare the way, and another’s will be the way. Both 

are able to sing the song because both are oppressed, which brings me to the 

inspiration for this portrait: Ahed Tamimi. An activist from childhood, Tamimi 

became a symbol of Palestinian resistance. Because of her recognizability, her 

family sent her to live with relatives in Ramallah, where she’d not have to face the 

threat of checkpoints. At the age of sixteen, she was arrested for slapping a police 

officer to protect her disabled cousin. The reference for this painting was a photo 

taken of her as she was being detained by Israeli forces for trying to intervene in 

her mother’s arrest. This visual expresses the mood of the Magnificat in a new 

way for me: a young girl under occupation, sent away for her own safety, 

responding to not only her own oppression, but to that of her community. She 

believes that righteousness is on her side, but she’s still in anguish. The Gaudete 

(joy) colors of Advent surround her, but with that joy is remarkable pain. As for 

the key, it’s there, but very tenuous. Can you even see it? Freedom is both here 

and not yet. 

 Mary has great joy like all expectant mothers do but there is sometimes 

terrible pain, loss within that joy.  What is so significant about the Magnificat is it 

is shaped by having Mary speak of God’s actions in the past tense:  God looked, 

did great things for me, showed strength, scattered the proud, brought down the 

powerful, lifted up the lowly, filled the hungry, sent the rich away empty, and 

helped Israel.  This speaks of a future God will bring through the yet-to-be-born 

messiah, using past tense verbs.  There is a sense, then, in which Luke is 
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proclaiming that already at the point of awaiting the coming of the messiah, 

salvation is a done deal.  

 Isn’t that exactly what our faith is all about?  Aren’t we always speaking of 

the already and awaiting the not yet?  Isn’t this the paradox of Advent?  Christ 

already came and yet we begin the Christian year waiting, preparing, and hoping 

for him to come…  

 At the very center of Mary’s canticle is this – while she begins speaking of 

herself she quickly turns to all the great things God has done to lift up the 

oppressed and how God has used his power in the world for the sake of the 

community.  At the very center of our faith is the reversal of the systems of 

oppression that keep some on top by putting others on the bottom.  This is clearly 

from where Mary is speaking – this young, strong, woman of faith – the mother of 

our Lord who raised Jesus and clearly he inherited some of these traits from his 

mother.   

 The artist of the picture I handed out today depicts the anguish of a woman 

who stands at the center of oppression and screams not in weakness but in 

strength.  Like Mary, when we stand for what seems impossible, when we stand 

for what we must for this world, to further God’s work in the world and to care 

for our fellow man, we embody the strength of this amazing woman.  And others 

who have stood in the face of oppression and injustice.  Mary is calling us to 

believe in God’s power and to look at all the wonderful works He has done to 

inspire and assure us that with God, even with all we face today, yet, with God at 

the center, all things are possible. 
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 So as we stand in a road with no clear direction – when the future looks 

foggy to us all – Mary was certainly unclear and unsure as to how this was going 

to come to fruition – how she and Joseph would navigate a road never traveled 

before – but she was 100% clear on how she would manage it…”He has shown 

strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly.”  

None of us know how this time we are leaving through will end – but it will end 

and things will change.  When or how we can’t know – but we don’t need to.  The 

people are restless – they are demanding better wages, better working 

conditions…they are demanding equality and justice…they are demanding truth 

and clear answers.  They are singing their own Protest Song of sorts.  And the 

powerful will be brought down off their thrones in this process.  We are singing 

our own song of vindication against oppressive powers.  So thank you Mary for 

showing us that with God’s help, and the help of those who love us, we can 

change the world. 

Amen 


