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 Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.  All of us here 

today and listening have heard this throughout our lives – for me, it started 

with my mother who recited this to me every time I told her what a rotten 

brother I had.  She’d tell me to be kind with my words and to treat my 

brother the way I wanted him to treat me.  Then it translated to school 

where our teachers reminded us of this rule.  And while Jesus certainly 

recited this rule, others did as well – almost all faiths and philosophies 

follow and preach this simple do unto others way of life.  And if we followed 

it, life would probably be pretty great – but let’s be honest – it isn’t always 

easy.  After all, we were raised in a world where getting even is looked 

upon as heroic – they make movies about it and we cheer for the bad guy 

to get his – right?   

 Today in Luke’s account of this rule, Jesus takes it a step deeper.  

Jesus talks about loving our enemies and doing good to those who hate 

us.   In other words, our response to others is not determined by their 

behavior.   Jesus’ response is to do good to those who do bad to us. 

 This Sermon on the Plain that we have been navigating through 

these two weeks is a deep and challenging interpretation of how we, as 

followers of Christ, are to live.  One that goes against what our human 

instinct, or you could argue, what we have been taught by society, tells us 
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to do.   So how do we move from the natural instinct to match blow for blow 

and word for word?  How do we live our lives responding with grace and 

kindness, instead of reacting with words or actions that seek to answer hurt 

with more hurt? 

 I was speaking with someone this week about what our beliefs are as 

Presbyterians – they come from a different faith tradition – and I said, 

simply, we have been blessed by God, chosen as believers, and we do not 

earn our salvation – our debts were paid on the cross.  Our lives become a 

constant response of gratitude for this incredible gift we have been given – 

in other words, we remember how God has responded to us…we who are 

filled with sin, who lack, who fail, who judge, who hate – we in all our sin, 

can become Christ’s arms, eyes, and heart, despite all of our short comings 

and give love where there is hate.  We can do this – but do we? 

 Things happen to us – unthinkable, terrible, unexpected tragedies at 

times – yet within us we are still capable of happiness.  We are able to be 

redeemed.   

Hijacking Survivor 

Jackie was following her dreams of working and living in Egypt when she 

decided to take a weekend trip to Athens, Greece. Things took a deadly 

turn on her flight home when the plane she was on was hijacked and 

Jackie was shot at point-blank range and thrown on the tarmac to die. 

Although she lay on the tarmac for five hours before anyone found her, 

Jackie said she felt at peace because she felt like God was telling her that 

she was going to be okay.  
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Jackie did in fact survive—though she was left with impaired vision and a 

loss of short-term memory. When she appeared on The Oprah Show she 

told Oprah that she had to go through a forgiving process after the 

hijacking, but she made the choice to be happy and move on with her life. 

 

 Jesus revealed the merciful God.  In him we see that the very nature 

of God is to be merciful.  Our Old Testament passage we see Joseph as he 

returns after his brothers had originally planned to kill him but decided to 

just sell him into slavery instead, where he became enslaved for many 

years, spends years in prison but then his life took a turn and God shined 

favor upon him and he became the Pharoah’s dream interpreter which 

gave him tremendous power to do good in the world.  And when he 

returned, he could have been quite proud of what he was at that point –he 

was pretty boastful when he was tossed out too which is kind of why his 

brothers didn’t like him very much – but on Joseph’s journey, he learned 

some things and he didn’t come for revenge.  He came for reconciliation 

because God had been merciful to him.  Humility is the virtue that may 

come when one’s pride is confronted.  Joseph has to devise a way for his 

brothers to surrender to him and receive forgiveness.  Surrender is a 

painful, personal process in our relationships, our faith communities, and 

our country.  To surrender humbly to a higher good does lead to new life, 

love and a deeper joy.  And joy is a sign of reconciliation.  When Joseph 

and his brothers let go of their guilt for what they had done to each other 

they were able to recognize there was indeed a divine purpose at work. 
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 In order to live up to this incredible calling of living into discipleship, 

we must fight our natural human tendencies and that of our world, to let 

ego come before love.  When ego does, it puts barriers between us and 

God.  We don’t allow God’s mercy to be fully realized in our own lives and 

in the world. 

 

 But what if our frustration or anger rests with God.  When we are 

faced with something so painful, so tragic, that we can’t see our way 

through it?  And we turn away from God because we don’t think it should’ve 

happened.  A loved one who suffers, dies even when it seems they 

shouldn’t have – what then?   

 Somehow Jackie lying there helpless, in pain on that tarmac– 

somewhere in her soul, she’s being held by God.  Somewhere in all of us – 

God knows what it feels like to suffer.  Jesus suffered and died when he 

shouldn’t have.  But divine love transcends and conquers all when we 

surrender our own egocentricity.  That surrender may come through the 

shattering experiences that we do not welcome, but that reveal God’s 

presence for our growth. 

 

 Love thy enemies, my dear brothers and sisters – love thy enemies. 

 

AMEN 

 

 

 


