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 For those of you who were able to attend or view the Ash Wednesday 

service this week, we left the service understanding and knowing, like our 

beautiful baby Warren, that we had been touched by God.  And that when God 

turned us from Ash into flesh, he turned us from dark into light.  And that light 

cannot be denied.  It was part of us before we were born flesh – that light comes 

not from the flesh, but from our soul, after all we are spiritual creatures having a 

human experience.  In our Gospel from Luke, we find Jesus in his humanness, 

having a spiritual exchange with the devil.  Now we know it is indeed his soul 

having this exchange, this conversation, because our scripture starts with “Jesus, 

full of the Holy Spirit” and it goes on to outline how over those 40 days the devil 

tempted Jesus.  The devil played upon Jesus’ hunger…commanding him to make a 

stone into bread.  But Jesus says no.  Then the devil tempts Jesus with authority 

over the kingdoms of the world – and Jesus says no.  Last, the devil tells Jesus to 

jump from the top of the temple and command the angels to rescue him.  And 

Jesus says no. 

 As I read this scripture, my mind immediately went to what is happening in 

our world.  The war in Ukraine, nothing more than the devil tempting with the 

sweet taste of power and majesty.  And hoarding of resources while so many in 

our world, children, go hungry and we throw good food away.  And those so 

lonely, so desperate, in such pain, when the devil says jump – it will be better 
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than living – and there’s no one to say – please stay, we love you.  You see, the 

devil is everywhere in  this world – this evil we live with  and around.  It starts 

wars, it creates massive famines and it fails to rescue the lonely.   

 Giving into this is forgetting the promises God has made to us…forgetting 

our own baptism.  You see, when we are filled with the Holy Spirit, temptations 

will come – it is the devil’s way to blot us out.  We are a nuisance when we are 

carrying the love of Christ to the world.  We are all troubled and tested on a 

regular basis.  Our tests might not be so obvious as the ones Jesus faced.  Ours 

look more like this – one of our children comes home from school with an 

opportunity to play hockey in a competitive travel league and your son really 

wants to do it..and the practices are on Wednesdays, Fridays and Sunday 

mornings.  But you think – it’s so good for kids to play sports and its only for a 

little while after all.  So you sign him up and then you sign him up again, and 

again…and then he’s 17…and he hasn’t stepped foot in church or Sunday school 

except maybe a few summer Sundays, Christmas and Easter.  And he’s being 

tempted – by a devil called cocaine.  And he doesn’t have the strength of all those 

teachings about Jesus and love and this very scripture today to fall back on.   

 There’s a spiritual depth and power for life and ministry that is made 

possible as we respond in faith to trials, trouble, temptation, and testing.  If given 

a choice, most of us will not intentionally choose a path filled with difficulty.  Our 

prior choices may cause us to stumble onto this path.  Similarly, the choices of 

others around us may create harsh and hostile circumstances that force us onto 

this path, but most of us are slow deliberately to choose the path of discipline.  

Yes in the season of Lent we are invited to embrace an intentional way of life.  
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Like Jesus, this is a time when we can turn our faith on into a more conscious light 

– for ourselves and the choices we make for our families.   

 Where do you feel yourself being led?  Are you like Jesus – in a wilderness – 

starving for strength.  Jesus was led by the spirit in the wilderness, where for forty 

days he was tempted by the devil.  The Spirit does not just “drop him off” in the 

wilderness to fend for himself – the spirit stays with him helping him to grow 

stronger through this season. 

 Yes, we were anointed by God in our baptism.  Yes, we were chosen to be 

one of the faithful.  But that is not enough to prepare us for our calling to serve 

God in this torn up, backward facing, world.  These tests – these trials – these 

twists and turns you and I find ourselves facing…getting through these is what 

prepare us for our own ministries…not because they’re hard and not because 

they are painful.  God does not cause us to suffer – we do that…and how?  

Because through these trials we are taught the most important thing any of us 

can ever learn – we learn dependence on God, who graciously provides for all of 

our needs in all of life’s seasons. 

 Our Old Testament scripture we find the Israelites finally in the land of milk 

and honey – they have made it out of bondage and God has given them this great 

inheritance, as He promised to Abraham he would and what has happened to the 

people?  They think they don’t need God – they think they have done this for 

themselves and they lose their humility and their generosity and they have 

become selfish – sound familiar?  This scripture reminds us of this crucial order of 

things – first, be thankful and give alms – then we are led to liberation through 
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God.  What happens to our sense of self and history when our priorities are 

organized around material possessions and shifting market values?  We soon no 

longer remember why we give thanks or to whom we give it.  This text, along with 

our Gospel text, counters the illusion that we can deliver or save ourselves 

through our own efforts or means.  When we forget our past, we lose our present 

and future as a people.  And how can we truly know our history, how we are 

connected to people of faith both here in this church, within this denomination 

and community and throughout the world unless we come and listen to these 

scriptures – together.   

 Lent is a time for us to sit back and ask ourselves honestly just where faith 

stands in our own lives.  Is it a priority?  Can I say no to something that conflicts 

with my worship or prayer time?  And we must do this honestly – not because you 

are being judged for this – but because the devil never takes a day off.  The world 

is constantly moving in different directions and its so critical for us to come 

together as a faithful people to build up our strength to avoid the pitfalls of life.   

 The people of Israel through their trials from bondage in Egypt to their 

salvation in Israel spent many a day frustrated and angry with God – again and 

again – they said, if you are the God you say you are prove it.  Do you ever think 

that?  God – if you’re present, do this thing I need you to do for me.  Prove you 

are there!  Prove it…that’s not what happened to Jesus in the wilderness.  The 

devil wanted Jesus to make God prove it…but what Jesus did is he proved to the 

devil that he was indeed filled with the Holy Spirit – filled with faith that God 

would do what he had promised.  Prove it.  Be that faithful person this lent.  If we 

choose the Lenten struggle to be intentional and receptive to the grace of God, 



Inspired by Feasting on the Word, Year C commentary by Jeffery L. Tribble Sr (Luke 4:1-13)  
and Archie Smith Jr., (Deuteronomy 26:1-11) 

5 | P a g e  
 

we will encounter a faithful God who leads us not only into the wilderness but 

also through the wilderness.  Come with me and let’s prove it together. 

Amen 

 

 


