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 I’m kind of in love with our scripture today I have to admit.  Second Isaiah is 

one of my favorite books (Or part of a book) in the Bible.  Written with such 

beautiful prose and deep honesty by the prophet.  Today is no exception…these 

words of invitation….Come…Listen….See…Seek.  That is a wonderful little 

instruction booklet right there.  Today I’d like to speak to any of you who are 

feeling a little lost – are wandering and not finding peace, not finding answers.  Or 

maybe someone who is looking, wandering, lost.   This scripture speaks directly to 

those of us who need some direction. 

 But don’t over think it, I think the prophet is saying…first come – just come.  

That’s all you need to do…you don’t need to sign up, or figure it out or even 

understand the words or what we are doing here – the scripture…just come.  

Most people I meet that are lost aren’t just not coming, their going…going in the 

wrong direction – away from God, away from church and toward things that don’t 

work.  You know what I’m talking about – they go toward alcohol, maybe weed, 

pills, others lost like them – and you ask them come…come to church….no, no…I 

don’t need church to be spiritual…I don’t need religion…and I always think…you 

don’t know what you’re saying.  You’re in exile – like the Israelites – you need to 

come home. 
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 Listen…listen carefully to me and eat what is good and delight yourselves in 

rich food.  Rich food – is Isaiah talking about food or something much more 

meaningful?  Rich food – rich spiritual food.  You know we are made up of flesh, 

mind and soul – yes soul – that requires care and food.  And if you don’t give it 

rich food it will eat whatever is available.  People who get their information and 

sadly inspiration from social media, the internet, news channels.  There’s no hope 

in those sources – there’s only human comprehension.  Listen carefully…to the 

words of God. 

 See…I made him (David) a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander 

for the peoples.  See, you shall call nations that you do not know and nations that 

do not know you shall run to you because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of 

Israel for he has glorified you.”  He has glorified you.  How can you truly 

understand that you are glorified by God if you don’t come to the waters.  If you 

don’t bear witness to the goodness of God and share that witness with others?  

To be glorified is to be holy.  You…are…holy. 

 Seek…Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near.  

As I said earlier, so many are seeking in all the wrong places – looking for the 

wrong answers to fill the void they feel.  We are all created with a space within us 

that is only filled by the love of God – knowing God and seeking God’s presence in 

our lives.  The emptiness felt when we seek the wrong things expands and 

becomes cavernous.  But when we seek God not only does the void go away it 

increases the light and love within us – it makes us stronger, it makes us capable 

of so much more than we ever thought possible. 
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 The first word of the passage – Ho…definitely speaks to the state of the 

people Isaiah is speaking to.  They are wandering and not in a good direction.  

“Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters..”  Have you ever gone to visit 

someone at home and as soon as you sit down in the living room your host offers 

you something to drink?  Your answer may be based not on whether you are 

thrist buy on how long you want to stay.  Even if you decline, your host 

persists…”Are you sure?  How about a cup of coffee or a soda?”  “No thank you, I 

am fine.”  “Not even a glass of water?”  In this passage, Isaiah leans across the 

coffee table and says, “Hey, Stop it.  Whether or not you are thirsty, whether or 

not you are hungry, you need what God has to give.”1 

 Our scripture from Luke talks directly to that favored human tradition of 

righteousness, justifying why someone has suffered or even died.  Don’t we do 

that?  When someone has something bad happen to them or becomes ill, we 

say…well, he smoked or she didn’t exercise.  That person was an addict and so 

on…whatever we can do to feel better about ourselves. And Jesus addresses this 

tendency head on in this scripture…”Do you think that because these Galileans 

suffered in this way they were worse sinner than all other Galileans?”  And then 

he comments on one of our least favorite topics…repentance.  It is Lent and you 

know I have to mess with you….that’s my job.  The atrocities of the Romans in this 

passage is pretty terrible.  He slaughtered Galileans that came to present their 

sacrifices along side the animals…so being angry about this seems justified.  Jesus 

is not justifying this slaughter – after all, he knew at this point what his future 

would be at these same evildoers.  What Jesus is teaching us in the moment is not 

to fall down the rabbit hole of blame.  And we live in a day not so unlike this – 
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when everyone wants to blame everyone else for the ills of the world.  Christians 

blame Muslims, Muslims blame Christians, republicans blame democrats and 

democrats blame republicans, straight blame gay, rich blame poor, poor blame 

rich…and where does it get us?  Maybe a momentary feeling of being right, of 

being a little better or a lot better – but does it solve anything?  Well, Jesus has 

something to say – in the midst of this he says…”Hold on.  Think about a lowly fig 

tree.”  One that hasn’t yielded fruit for years he says…the farmer says its time to 

cut it down and plant a new tree.   But the head Gardener says – no, wait!  Let me 

try cultivating the soil one more time and see if I can get something out of it.   

 Cultivating…are you ready to give up on someone?  Are you giving up?  Are 

you listening?  Are you seeking?  Cultivating takes patience, takes work and takes 

a belief that the tree still has the ability to bear fruit.  Our world is in turmoil right 

now – so much violence, war, concerns over money, jobs, employers who need 

staff but no one’s applying…things we used to count on we can’t count on 

anymore…things we used to count on… 

 “Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters…you that have no money, 

come, buy and eat…why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

and your labor for that which does not satisfy?”  I think people are really starting 

to turn toward this way of thinking.  These last few years have shown us there 

actually is a different, some say, better way of living – that working non-stop and 

not spending quality time with family and friends is no way of living at all.  The big 

quit is real – people are willing to do with less so they can have more.   “For my 

thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.”  This 

is why we need to come – we need to listen – we need to see – we need to seek.  
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We need to cultivate.  As our part of the planet flips itself from deep cold winter 

to blooming beautiful Spring – taking things that look like they can never be alive 

again and turn them into beautiful blooming plants once again – this needs to 

remind us of just how incredible creation is – including wonderful, holy you.   

 So like the fig tree, are you bearing fruit or taking up space?  The fertilizer 

around our roots – the nutrients that can make us fruitful again begin with our 

own humility and end with Christ walking beside us, urging us to be more than we 

thought we could be.  Amen 

 

 

 


