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 Today we begin a five week journey through the Book of Revelation.  This, 

the most misinterpreted book of the Bible, is often depicted as frightening (and I 

won’t deny there are some pretty vivid imagery used in this accounting by John), 

end of the world, zombie apocalyptic part of our faith.  Cult-like preachers often 

use this book to justify their mind controlling tactics by threatening their 

followers with just how dark the end of the world might appear.  This was written 

by John in the very early times of Christianity to the seven churches of Asia.   

 

 According to Revelation 1:11, on the Greek island of Patmos, Jesus 

Christ instructs John of Patmos to: "Write on a scroll what you see and send it to 

the seven churches: to Ephesus, and to Smyrna, and to Pergamum, and 

to Thyatira, and to Sardis, and to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea."[1] The churches in 

this context refers to the community or local congregations of Christians living in 

each city.[2][3] The seven churches are named for their locations. The Book of 

Revelation provides descriptions of each Church. 

 Ephesus (Revelation 2:1-7): known for having labored hard and not fainted, 

and separating themselves from the wicked; admonished for having forsaken 

its first love (2:4) 

 Smyrna (Revelation 2:8-11): admired for its tribulation and poverty; forecast to 

suffer persecution (2:10) 
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 Pergamum (Revelation 2:12-17): located where 'Satan's seat' is; needs to 

repent of allowing false teachers (2:16) 

 Thyatira (Revelation 2:18-29): known for its charity, whose "latter works are 

greater than the former"; tolerates the teachings of a false prophetess (2:20) 

 Sardis (Revelation 3:1-6): admonished for - in contrast to its good reputation - 

being dead; cautioned to fortify itself and return to God through repentance 

(3:2-3) 

 Philadelphia (Revelation 3:7-13): known as steadfast in faith, keeping God's 

word and enduring patiently (3:10) 

 Laodicea, near Denizli (see Laodicean Church) (Revelation 3:14-22): called 

lukewarm and insipid (3:16) 

 

Our scripture today cries out words we hope to hear this second Sunday of Easter 

– “Look! He is coming with the clouds, every eye will see him even those who 

pierced him.”  Spoken with such confidence.  To so firmly believe that Jesus is 

indeed present.  Especially speaking to these early churches…yet within their 

descriptions, not so different then where we are today.  Ideally the Second 

Sunday of Easter is an opportunity for the faithful to bask in the glow of the 

resurrection.  We are Easter people after all – last Sunday the church was filled 

with beautiful blooms, the service started with the ringing of bells – we knew it 

was a special day.  Yet when the last car left the church, we are return to life as 

usual.  Our troubles returned, our worries, our doubts.   

 The original audience of our scripture from Revelation today felt the 

disparity as we do between being Easter people and living in the realities of a 

cruel world.  The Christians in Asia Minor were being persecuted and they needed 
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help making sense of their faith in the midst of such trying times.  How were they 

to be faithful when being discouraged made better sense?   

 Appropriately the writer of our scripture reminds us that God is in charge of 

the world and God will have the last word.  While we are indeed an Easter people, 

sometimes it feels more like a Good Friday world. 

 The Gospel from our lectionary today is John 20:19-29…listen to this text… 

John 20:19-29 

Jesus Appears to the Disciples 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 

house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 

and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he 

showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw 

the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 

me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 

them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 

them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

Jesus and Thomas 

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin[a]), one of the twelve, was not with them 

when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But 

he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger 

in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
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“Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 

hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 

believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, 

“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 

seen and yet have come to believe.” 

 Science cannot confirm the truth about Easter.  We can’t look up in a 

science book or even a history text and find solid evidence that this happened the 

way we have heard it and the way we live it today.  Now be honest, does that 

bother you on some intellectual level?  Do you struggle with your faith sometimes 

because of how obtuse this Bible of ours can be? 

 For me the answer is yes I do struggle sometimes.  I do wonder.  I wouldn’t 

be honest with you if I didn’t tell you that.  But there is a power in our scripture 

today – a power that leads me to the items you see here…a manger, a duck…I’ll 

explain in a moment.  Thomas kind of gets a bad wrap in this scripture and is 

often called “doubting Thomas” as if doubt is wrong – it isn’t.  God gave us this 

brain to reason things out.  Thomas was confused.  Perhaps his scientific mind just 

could not accept this seemingly far-fetched idea.  And we shouldn’t look at this as 

a singular moment…how many times in scripture did the disciples and others 

doubt?  How many times have you?   

 Jesus knows this about how we think, how we wonder, how we wander 

away.  The signs Jesus performed during his public ministry were intended to elicit 

faith/believing.  Jesus comes to the disciples, specifically to Thomas, in his 

moment of doubt and confusion, and offers him what he has asked for.  Jesus 

offers him his body because that is what Thomas says he needed to believe.   
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 The seven churches of Asia were each given a guardian angel to watch over 

them and lead them through their various trials from their greed to being 

lukewarm… just as we too are provided this comfort through angels, through the 

Holy Spirit and through the presence of God. 

 Yes, science can not provide us with proof – but testimony can.  I’ve shared 

this before but it’s worth telling again.  In my early twenties, I was indeed lost – 

lost in panic and anxiety that was crippling my life.  So, like Thomas, I asked God 

for proof – I needed to see that God was there and I was not alone in my struggle.  

So I sat on the edge of a Lake wanting to feed the ducks…but no ducks came…not 

one.  Even though I had seen and heard them just the day before – they are 

everywhere in Western New York.  So discougage, like Thomas, I fell into my 

doubt but I gave one last prayer and said, “God, I just wanted to feed the ducks.”  

And within a minute I heard that familiar “quack” and looked out and so many 

ducks were swimming toward me…there had to have been 50 by the time I was 

done.  God gave me ducks in my moment of wonder.  In my moment of doubt, 

and left me with no doubt. 

 So while I still sometimes feel afraid, still wonder – I know God is speaking 

through angels, through a sunrise, through a hug or phone call, and yes, through a 

duck.   

 I’m going to share a musical message with you that was originally recorded 

by Mandisa – she is a wonderful Christian artist – check her out on Spotify or 

Youtube.   

 


