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 It is wonderful to be back with you this morning – back in my familiar spot 

standing before you in this pulpit, in this church on 59th Street, in this beautiful 

place called Niagara Falls.  As most of you know or have perhaps followed my 

social media, I have been away for the past two weeks on a tour of sorts of 

Florida.  Yes, it was wonderful to feel sunshine on my face coupled with a 

pleasant, warm breeze from the Ocean shore.  Yes, it was wonderful to see foliage 

all around filled with colors of bright green, pinks and reds – with a backdrop of 

the aqua blues of the ocean and the oranges, pinks and blues of a Southern 

sunset.  But it is indeed wonderful to be back with you, my dearest family of 

faith…back on this day of celebration of the palms – the waiving of palms as we 

get ready for my personal favorite day of the year, Easter Sunday. 

 While it is wonderful to be back with you and to sleep in my own bed, back 

with my family and my fur babies – it is quite a contrast to walk into one airport in 

shorts and a t-shirt with 78 warm degrees on my face and just 2 short hours later, 

walk out grabbing for my sweatshirt as I walk in 38 degree weather and am 

quickly reminded on the drive home that Spring has not yet arrived here in the 

North and the colors of grays and browns still dominate the landscape.  Yet in a 

few weeks time, blooms will be prevalent for us and even just next week, our 

sanctuary will be adorned with lilies and tulips and colors of Spring. 
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 These contrasts serve as an interesting metaphor for the journey you and I 

will embark upon starting today.  The children and I have prepared our Palm 

Sunday as we placed our prayer shawls just as the towns people laid down their 

garments as their Lord, as their King, walked past on His humble steed.   The 

Pharisees are concerned about the cheering of the people – they asked them to 

be quiet…but they cannot contain their joy.  Perhaps the Pharisees are concerned 

about the political statement this makes yet the prophesy must be fulfilled… 

 As Jesus comes around a bend in the road, something changes.  He sees the 

whole city spread out before him.  It makes him weep, and we hear him say, 

“Jerusalem! If only today you knew the things that make for peace, but you do 

not know them.  They are hidden from your eyes.” 

 Palm Sunday is indeed a day of contrasts…our hymns that start with 

triumph and then pivot to what’s next.  We see it in Jesus, as the ruler of the 

universe chooses to ride a borrowed colt.  The contrast is clear in the destination, 

as the city that welcomes him will later scream for his blood.  For now, at least, 

the greatest hopes for peace are hidden from those who wish for it. 

 Today, our eyes are witnessing the horrors of war upon an innocent people.  

A war that seems senseless, pointless – killing innocent people and destroying city 

after city in this small country – in Ukraine.  I wonder is today the day when things 

beyond my imagining happen or is today the day we grow closer to peace?  Can 

peace exist and how?  Like you I have been praying daily that God will make a way 

for peace there and elsewhere in our world.  Peace in Ukraine and peace on our 
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streets as gang violence, school violence prevail.  And I ask you…What are the 

things that make for peace?  What are the things “hidden from our eyes”? 

 A very strange thing happened to me while I was shopping in some gift 

shops in Florida.  I was looking for a more sensible purse to carry around and I had 

found a hipster style purse that I swung over my should as I browsed – took it for 

a little test drive you might say.  One of the ladies working in the shop came over 

to me very excited about some new handbags they had just added to their 

inventory…and in the same tone you would say – and it comes in lots of pretty 

colors – she said these bags make it so convenient when you’re packing.  And my 

brain stopped and I’m sure I looked puzzled –she quickly turned the bag around 

and showed the clever compartment added to bag for my handgun.  Contrasts.   

 By asking the question – What are the things that make for peace – what 

things are hidden from our eyes – we recognize that we do not know the answer.  

 Psalm 118 is a festival psalm for both Jewish and Christian communities.  It 

is read during Passover as the Jewish people recall God’s deliverance of them 

from slavery in Egypt into freedom.  For Christians, we traditionally read this 

today, Palm Sunday – honoring that joyful thanksgiving felt by the people as they 

journeyed with Jesus to the Temple.  It begins and ends with that wonderful 

affirmation – “O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures 

forever!”  And in between – is everything else – distress, anxiety, concern, threat.  

This prayer is one that focuses wholly on the power and goodness of God.  That 

God has become my salvation.  So why is it so hard for us to live in thanksgiving 

for God’s goodness and love like the psalmist?  We mean to live, make decisions 

and relate to others in the joyful freedom and salvation God brings. Yet we still 
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act (or react) out of fear instead of faith.  When we are overwhelmed or under 

attack we seem to think in those moments we are on our own to make it in this 

world.  I know I have done it many times.  The world tends to try and overcome 

with economic might or military power.  We measure ourselves against others 

and feel small and insignificant.  But it is clear that the world’s judgments are 

often wrong and at odds with the judgments and purposes of God.  “The stone 

that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.   

 We know what this week will bring – Jesus will be rejected, not just by the 

chief priests but by the crowds who cheered him and even his own disciples.  

Though we try to live in faith – we live among those like this – who betray, who 

fall asleep, who fall away – and we begin to doubt ourselves, doubt our faith.  But 

it doesn’t matter – our faith or lack thereof is not required because our actions do 

not determine what God is building – Amen! 

 Because God has chosen to save us through the life, death and resurrection 

of Jesus, we know that, like him, we do not escape or bypass sadness, danger, 

threat and death.  Knowing that God is for us and not against us – God is for his 

entire creation – and not against peace.  God sent us His only son in peace – “This 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for the forgiveness of sins.”  It is a moment 

to recall the great cost of reconciliation, as God sent Jesus into the world to bring 

all back to God’s powerful love. 

 When we share the body and blood of Christ, as we will as part of our 

Maundy Thursday service, it is common to say, “The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you all.”  And how do each of us respond?  “And also with you.”  Peace is 
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what we bring – peace is possible through Christ – “Give thanks to the Lord – his 

steadfast love endures forever.” 

Amen 


