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 The Bible story of Elijah and Elisha is found in both books of Kings 

from the Old Testament. They are two of the most notable prophets from 

scripture helping to restore Israel in a time of wicked rulers. Elijah we talked 

about last week and how he predicted a three year drought, restored the 

land after the drought, raised a child from the dead and was rescued by 

God when a widow’s oil and flour never went dry. 

Last week Elijah confronts the evil king, Ahab, about being the cause of 

problems for the people of Israel. Elijah dares Ahab to a challenge of his 

deity, Baal, versus the God of Elijah at Mount Carmel. The challenge is to 

offer sacrifices to their own deities and see which starts a fire to show their 

divinity. Ahab's prophets pray for hours to Baal but nothing happens.  

When it is Elijah's turn he boldly soaks the sacrament with water to display 

his supreme trust in God to start a fire despite being wet. 

After Elijah’s victory over the prophets of Baal when he called down fire 

from heaven, the drought ended. Rain fell, and Elijah retreated from the evil 

Queen Jezebel, who had sworn to kill him (1 Kings 19). Reaching Mount 

Horeb, Elijah heard the voice of God tell him to anoint two kings as well as 

Elisha as a prophet. He did this, and Elisha promptly joined him (1 Kings 

19:19-21). 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/what-is-heaven-like-11636670.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1ki+19
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1ki+19:19
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1ki+19:19
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In 2 Kings 1, Elijah again called down fire from heaven to slay two groups 

of 50 men sent from King Ahaziah. The third group of men was led by a 

commander who pleaded for mercy and was spared retribution. Elijah went 

to Ahaziah and declared the king would die from his sickness, a prophecy 

that was soon filled. 

In 2 Kings 2, Elijah and Elisha traversed the Jordan River on dry land, and 

Elisha, understanding that Elijah would soon pass away, asked to be 

blessed with a double portion of Elijah’s spirit. Elijah was then carried 

straight into heaven by a chariot of fire. Elisha picked up Elijah’s mantle 

and used it to cross the Jordan again on dry land. He received the double 

portion he had asked for and performed many miracles in Israel. Some of 

Elisha’s miracles were the turning of bad water into clean water (2 Kings 

2:19-22), making a widow’s oil to fill many jars (2 Kings 4:1-7), and even 

raising a boy from the dead (2 Kings 4:32-37). 

Elijah and Elisha were both very regarded by those in the “school of 

prophets” (2 Kings 4:38-41) as well as by the rulers of their country. Their 

influence led to an awakening among some of the Israelites during a dismal 

stage of Israel's history. Through the corrupt reigns of Ahab and Ahaziah, 

God trusted in Elijah and Elisha to lead the charge for righteousness. 

Elijah and Elisha’s joined legacy proceeded to help Israel even after their 

lives. Even the New Testament talks of the anticipated return of Elijah, a 

role answered by John the Baptist, the precursor or the one to proclaim the 

arrival of the Messiah. 

 What we see in this scripture is a passing of the baton from one 

leader to the next.  Elisha was afforded great on the job training and 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=2ki+1
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=2ki+2
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=2ki+2:19
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=2ki+2:19
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=2ki+4:1
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=2ki+4:32
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=2ki+4:38
https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/john-the-baptist/
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although Elijah encouraged Elisha to stay behind three times, each time 

Elisha insisted upon following.  Elisha’s shock at the chariots of fire that 

separate him from Elijah reminds us that even anticipated separations are 

painful for those left behind.  When Elijah asks for a double share of Elijah’s 

spirit, his is not asking for twice the power of Elijah, but for twie what any 

other ‘son’ might get. The double portion is the share of inheritance given to 

a firstborn son.  Elisha wants to be seen as Elijah’s rightful heir. 

 Suspense develops in this story because we don’t know until the very 

end whether or not Elisha will receive the spirit Elijah has received.  Elsiha 

himself does not know, until he parts the Jordan with Elijah’s mantle or 

robe.  We can almost hear Elisha, “will I be able to part the Jordan?  Will 

the lord grant me the spirit?” 

 We all have experienced moments like this when we transitioned 

from being the student to having to fulfill the actual position or job.  After 

college, when we are promoted, when we become a  wife or husband, a 

father or mother.  Whether we are ready or not, that threshold is crossed 

and our former life we must leave behind.  And more importantly, we have 

to believe, like Elisha, that we can part the Jordan…well maybe not part the 

Jordan, but fulfill a needed role.   

 This week at ECMC I was able to welcome a new class of residents 

and one of my favorite moments is when I hand them a badge backer that 

provides a large print title so patients can easily identify who is who…and in 

this case the tag says “Doctor”.  Inevitably they almost always giggle when 

I hand them the tag or say, oh my goodness, is this for me?  Now they 

successfully completed med school – they are an MD or a DDS or a 
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DO…but in that moment and several more to come over the next several 

weeks, they will question their knowledge and ability to be a doctor but in 

just a few weeks they will be called to a patient who has stopped breathing 

and they will indeed part the Jordan and provide the need that is before 

them – that God has put within them. 

 These past few months we have spent many conversations 

reminiscing about the wonderful history that Bacon Memorial has here on 

59th Street and all the wonderful pastors and disciples who have walked 

these very corridors.  And like Elisha, I look to my predecesors like the 

wonderful Reverend Halen, and I wonder – will I be given the spirit to lead 

this congregation, to lead this ministry in such an impressive shadow?  To 

follow the beloved pastors that so many of you remember fondly is a 

daunting task at times.  I have never put this robe on…I have carefully 

worked around it in the tiny pastor’s closet in the office trying not to disturb.  

Am I an imposter?  Am I qualified?  Questions that roam around in my head 

more often than I would care to admit. 

 But what this powerful story suggests is that for us faithfulness may 

be expressed by a commitment to discern God’s will.  Faithfulness may be 

expressed by embracing the suspense that is part of life and asking, “What 

is God calling me to do in this situation?”  Sometimes I might prefer to seek 

security and certainty rather than taking on a risky calling – my first calling, 

your first woman, very part-time hours while working full time as well, your 

first commissioned ruling elder.  I wondered – Would this work?  I think you 

may have wondered too…But those were not God’s wonder…those were 

my own and when we allow ourselves to go too deeply into our doubts, we 
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lose our focus on our faith.  Elisha’s experience invites us to grapple with 

uncertainty and to strive forward God’s purposes in the choices we make.   

 And one of those purposes we read about in Galatians.  

Freedom…freedom not for one but for all.  “Live by the Spirit, I say, and do 

not gratify the desires of the flesh, for what the flesh desires is opposed to 

the Spirit..”  We are so susceptible to falling for the desires of the flesh, 

aren’t we?  And it always leads to misery.  Money, power, lust, gluttony – 

having more than others and showing that off…Not being charitable but 

hoarding our resources.   

 The freedom Paul talks about in our scripture is not freedom – like the 

freedom we celebrate on the 4th of July – Paul is talking about Christian 

freedom.   That freedom that the 10 commandments gives us all.  Freedom 

to know we have enough and don’t need to covet from our 

neighbor…freedom to love…freedom to give…well, let’s use Paul’s 

words…the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 

 Our freedom in Christ is not evidenced by results but by our 

character.  The Spirit shapes us through them to be the particular kind of 

people to whom these fruits taste sweet.  It is not that we see what God 

has done for us, so we love our neighbors.  Rather we love our neighbors 

helps us see what God has done. 

 So whatever your mantle – whatever God may be calling you to do, 

even if it’s risky but you feel joy doing it, then you are indeed in the realm of 

the Spirit – exercising freedom responsibly until we are reunited with Christ. 

Amen 


