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 We have been traveling through the Old Testament meeting the prophets 

week after week and today we meet Hosea. Hosea was a prophet who lived and 

prophesied just before the destruction of Israel in 722 BC. He preached to 

the northern kingdom. Throughout the book, he refers to Israel and 

Ephraim. Ephraim was the largest tribe in Israel and sometimes the whole 

nation was referred to as Ephraim. Hosea was commanded to take a wife 

who would become a prostitute as an example of God's relationship with 

Israel. In the first three chapters we see Hosea's marriage to the prostitute, 

Gomer. His marriage to the unfaithful wife is to be an example of God's 

relationship with the unfaithful nation of Israel. In the first three chapters 

we alternate between the events in Hosea's message and God's explanation 

of how those events relate to the nation. 

In 4-14: Hosea delivers a message of warning to the nation of Israel. You 

can see a parallel between the three sections describing Hosea's marriage 

and the major sections in the last part of the book, within these individual 

sections, we have several “mini” sermons which themselves alternate 

between the listing of the sins, the pronouncement of judgment, the call to 

repentance and the promise of restoration. 

William Willimon, Bishop from North Alabama Methodist Church wrote an 

incredible commentary on this challenging scripture that I will expand 

upon this morning.  He writes….”There was a time when you would hear 
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people say, “Although I am not an active member of any church, I still 

consider myself to be very religious.”  At some point, even generic 

“religious” was too specific for comfort and you now hear people say , “Even 

though I am not really a religious person, I do consider myself very 

spiritual.”   

Last night we spent the evening honoring and celebrating 100 years of 

ministry for this church.  The in 1930 members stood on this very spot and 

declared it a new house of worship and religious education.  But today, 

being “spiritual” is the great faith of our time – faith as a vague feeling of 

something or other, out there, or within, something that gives us a sort of 

warm feeling about some indescribable, indefinable, something.  Call it 

spirituality lite. 

Willimon continues…”This is the result of a project begun at the birth of 

modern times.  We could not stand an interventionist, engaged and 

involved God who intruded into our closed, law-abiding natural world.  So 

we made God into an abstraction, a concept, a detached cosmic bureaucrat, 

just following the rules. 

“Well Hosea introduces us to a very different kind of God.  Hosea intrudes 

with a pushy, challenging, perhaps even offensive metaphor for our 

relationship to God.  We are depicted today as an adulterous spouse 

standing before God, the loving and faithful spouse.  Though we may prefer 

the calm, cool and polite God – today we encounter the heated, passionate, 

anguished name-calling, shouts and cries, anger and pleading.  And I 

wonder, can we worship this much of a God?  Seems impossible to maintain 



As noted above by quotation, this sermon quotes commentary from Feasting on the Word, Year C, Hosea 1:2-10, by William H. Willimon  
and commentary on Luke 11:1-13 by Cynthia A. Jarvis.   

3 | P a g e  
 

our safe, comfortable “I’m just spiritual” distance when reading scripture 

like this.” 

“But within Hosea’s challenging parabolic metaphor is good news.  What is 

God like?  Jesus responded with stories about a shepherd who relentlessly 

searches until the one lost sheep is found, the woman who seeks until she 

finds her one lost coin, the father who waits until the lost son comes home.  

God is like that. God is determined to retain that which belongs to God.” 

“Today’s text from Hosea is more than a little shocking.  It is a scandal.  To 

compare our relationship with God to a messed-up marriage in which a 

sexually promiscuous repeatedly unfaithful spouse is repeatedly forgiven, 

taken back, excused, and loved is a scandalous idea, not often thought in 

polite proper religious circles.  It is not very “spiritual”.” 

“Thus Paul says that a God who loves so much that God is willing to be 

crucified for the unfaithful beloved is a skandalon to the world.  Yet to those 

of use who are being saved, this scandal is our salvation.  Only a passionate, 

unseemly God who is willing to risk scandal could possibly save a bunch of 

adulterers like us.” 

“Thanks be to God.” 

As we look at the New Testament from Luke, we encounter Jesus teaching 

about prayer, using what we call the Lord’s prayer.  And not just teaching 

prayer per se but teaching us what it actually looks like and feels like by 

using the metaphor of the friend who says do not bother me – but the 

friend will, because he is a friend, give whatever is needed.  Knock, seek, 

find.   But what is this God to whom we pray indeed is, but has chosen to 
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remain unknown to us.  But Jesus responds to this question – in everything 

that Jesus exemplified, in all that he taught – and even Hosea concurs – 

God invites us to enter into a relationship.   That relationship involves a 

conversation and the conversation begins with a word.  If by God’s grace we 

do, we will find ourselves literally in conversation with a friend who knows 

our every weakness because he himself has cried out in anguish and been 

met with silence.  This verse reinforces the point that prayer itself has 

made:  prayer is not a meek, contrived and merely “religious” act; it is the 

act of human beings who know how hard it is to be human.  (D. John Hall) 

Those disciples who stood on this ground and called it Holy understood 

this.  They built this church with their hard earned money, time and 

passion.  They shared God’s love with children and with those who needed 

to hear it.  They found God’s teachings here and called it good.  And I 

declare on this day, as we acknowledge 100 years of faithfulness, that 

nothing, even our modern “lite” version of religion, will be able to silence 

the Word that answers our prayers. 

Amen 


