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Our scripture today from the gospel of Luke is a harsh one. Jesus is saying 

in order to be his disciple we have to give up all our possessions. That’s a 

pretty tall order. Especially in today’s society when what we own, what we 

have is a measurement of our success in life. It makes us all squirm in our 

seats a little. I mean we like our things. They make our life comfortable, 

pleasant. But what if we take this a little bit further. What if we’re talking not 

just about ourselves as individuals but we’re talking about the church as a 

whole? Do we as a Church hang onto money, in the fear of what might be 

next even when that money could be used to further our ministry in some 

way? Do we hold back tithing because we’re concerned about what’s next 

within our own lives? After all, the world tells us we should have a nest egg 

we should have some savings to lean upon it’s the responsible thing to do. 

And yet in our scripture Jesus warns that following him will require Letting 

go of things. But not just possessions - Jesus even says family and friends 

- could he really mean that?  

 

 It’s important to know that in Jewish traditions it is common to use the 

comparison of love and hate. Love and hate as a paradigmatic response of 

discernment. The wicked are said to hate justice and knowledge but the 

righteous hate wickedness and gossip. Luke is not advocating intense 

hostility toward kin and life but rather is promoting the steadfast refusal to 

allow something less valuable to displace something more valuable. When 
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we allow material things, fear and anxiety of losing those things, and 

worrying about the future about our finances to dominate our thoughts, it 

takes up space in our soul in our hearts in our mind and it steals our ability 

to trust God. It takes away our freedom of being able to make good 

choices, it takes away our desire for justice, it takes away our ability to 

have compassion and love for each other. That’s what Jesus is talking 

about. Sometimes as a church you have to throw caution to the wind and 

you have to take a risk and do something courageous. Funny when I typed 

the word courageous it auto corrected it to outrageous so let’s go with that. 

We are called to do things that are well beyond what appears to be within 

our means as disciples.   

 

 When we look at our scripture from Jeremiah we see the metaphor of 

the potters wheel. Imagery of the potters wheel functions in the same way 

as a prophetic vision and the ruined Clay is a symbol of the destruction that 

is to come against Judah. God says that if the house of Israel does evil in 

my sight and does not obey, then it will be smashed and destroyed like the 

first vessel that the potter judged to be deficient and misshapen. Yet in the 

midst of these processes of coming distraction there is a note of hope that 

is plainly stated in Jeremiah 18:8. YHWH declares that if a nation turns 

away from evil which I have proclaimed over it, then I will change my mind 

about the disaster which I intended to bring on it.   

 

Our Scripture tells us it is incredibly important to know that God is indeed 

willing to change Gods mind based upon our behavior. When we seek 

justice God will empower us, when we take a risk in the name of faith both 

as a church and as individuals God will respond to that.  
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There is a cost of discipleship and Jesus is making that very clear in our 

scripture today. (Glass of water).  This is about a 12 oz glass of water. It’s 

not very heavy and I can easily hold it. But if I hold it for 5 min it will 

become exceedingly heavier. My arm will ache, eventually my arm will 

tremble and become numb. Now the glass doesn’t get any heavier – it’s still 

the same 12 ounces but the act of carrying it for long periods of time 

causes it to become exceedingly heavy and difficult  to hold.  

 

Letting go of things, of relationships, of money, of burdens... it’s not a 

punishment.  It’s not too steep of a task. When we do it, we get to live in 

harmony with other people, we get to love other people and allow them to 

love us, we get to turn things around on this planet and we get to seek 

justice for all people and live into equality for all. That’s our reward.  Not 

that we should expect to be rewarded personally but there is definitely a 

response from the Potter, from God. He allows us to do things way beyond 

what we think we can. I want to challenge us as a church to really start 

reaching in new directions in different directions. In whatever way the Holy 

Spirit calls upon us to. Let’s have courageous outrageous faith! 

 

The cost of discipleship?  Our debt was paid…now we respond.  

 

Amen  

  


