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 Unexpected news…unexpected events.  I’ve had a few in my life and in fact 

I had one this week.  I was driving to work on Wednesday like any other day and 

as I made my way up the hill of the escarpment, one of my favorite parts of my 

drive with a beautiful view of two wineries and their vineyards on one side and an 

apple orchard on the other –especially now with all its splendor in fall colors, 

when suddenly and dramatically I hear a loud boom! Coming from the rear of my 

vehicle.  When I look in my rear view mirror, I see a gaping hole in my rear 

window and the remaining glass shattered.  I was in complete shock and quite 

honestly thought for a moment I had been shot.  I pulled off to the side of the 

road and checked myself…other than a rapid heart rate from the shock of it, I 

appeared to be in one piece.  I got out of my vehicle and surveyed the damage 

and still my mind couldn’t quite understand what had happened.  Well, in time I 

came up with a solution to my sudden problem – I turned around and went home, 

contacted a glass company and within 24 hours or so, it was repaired.  There is 

some residual issues – I have to have my interior detailed to get any remaining 

glass out and the hatch may not close quite right if some pieces ended up in the 

track-  I will need to work that out over time.  I was very grateful that I was able to 

have this repaired so quickly and that I nor anyone else was injured in the 

process. 
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 So the damage for all intents and purposes is repaired but my vehicle still 

has some evidence that something dramatically changed over the past week.  

When things like this happen in our personal lives – when something unexpected 

comes our way – like my daughter’s kidney stone that appeared out of nowhere 

this week and landed her in the ER, we have no choice but to step back and allow 

the situation to unfold.  Our normal routines take a back seat as we try to 

navigate through what has been presented to us through this thing called life.   

 Now we act surprised but the truth is that’s life most of the time.  Life is 

constantly throwing us curve balls and we have to react in the best way we know 

how.  In our text from Jeremiah, this unexpected instruction from God – not to 

start over elsewhere – but instead to put down roots, build houses.   This was not 

news the exiles wanted to hear…back in Jerusalem, the prophet Hananiah has 

been promising that the exiles will be back home in two years, tops.  He is 

drawing huge crowds with his message of unbridled optimism…a letter from the 

likes of Hananiah would’ve been great but it is a letter from Jeremiah that they 

get. And their response we find In Psalm 137, they cried… 

 “By the rivers of Babylon – there we sat down and there we wept when we 

remembered Zion.  On the willows there we hung up our harps.  For there our 

captors asked us for songs, and our tormentors asked for mirth, saying, “Sing us 

one of the songs of Zion!”  how could we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land.” 

 It is Israel’s darkest night and there seems to be no light in sight.  They find 

themselves in this foreign land surrounded by temples dedicated to all manners 

of deities.  The Babylonians with their dime-a-dozen deities have defeated the 
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Israelites and their one God.  And what are they to do, according to Jeremiah?  

They are to do what they would do if they were back home!  They are to make 

this their home, marry, have families, plant gardens…and do one very important 

thing more…they are to pray.  Yes pray…even thought their temple is far away – 

where they would go to make sacrifices, worship…they are told to pray in this 

foreign land.  And in this one moment, a paradigm shift occurs.  For the first time 

for the Israelites, they are shown that their God does not exist in a Temple but is 

everywhere and can be accessed from any place – not just in a temple, not only 

on Sabbath…every day and all the time.  And Jeremiah’s message is to bless this 

city – bless ALL the people – he brings that message of community to the people 

and that God wants EVERYBODY to be blessed.  We proclaim “good news of great 

joy for ALL the people” 

 So maybe we can relate to this passage – ok, unexpected news.  I can learn 

to live with my new normal.  I will adjust to what is…but we are told to take this 

even further.  Pray to the Lord for the city of your enemies.  Pray for the one or 

the system, or whatever, that put you in this position…that is unnatural and 

counterintuitive, let’s face it!  Revenge is much more natural…to be angry, to feel 

justified in that anger, to wish bad to come to the one who hurt us, right? 

Our message today is about unexpected news…that our God is one who can 

surprise us and change things in ways we cannot imagine.  So while loving our 

enemy is a tall order, while we are in our own exile – we are encouraged to live 

our lives through it.  To not sit by and wait for something to change, for 

something to happen.  Our lives go on regardless – Jeremiah is encouraging us, 

God is encouraging us to continue living through it knowing that life can be 
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surprising but so can our redemption.  The ways God can remake our new normal 

can be absolutely incredible! 

 Our New Testament scripture brings that familiar expression Jesus shares 

with some that he heals…”your faith has made you well.”  That idea of cause and 

effect.  We hear this everyday don’t we?  Exercise, eat healthy food, keep your 

weight down and you will have healthy heart.  When someone has a heart attack, 

we wonder – did they not eat healthy enough?  Not enough exercise?  And then 

we end up almost (or entirely) blaming the person who suffered for their fate.  

Yet someone else, same lifestyle, no heart attack.  While living healthy is 

important and can make your existence more enjoyable as a human, how it 

effects our bodies is out of our control.  We don’t entirely decide our fate.  Jesus 

did try to put the idea that we can somehow earn God’s favor to rest when he 

talked of having faith as small as a mustard seed.  In other words, the most 

devote will not have an easier life than the one who has little faith.  We have all 

seen some of our most faithful disciples die sooner than we wish or suffer 

illnesses or hurts that seem so unfair.  In our scripture from Luke, Jesus seems to 

pivot on his message of faith and focuses on the gratitude that is expressed by the 

Samaritan.  We are told there are 10 lepers who are given healing by Jesus but 

only one returns to thank Jesus for it.   

 Cause and effect…faith and gratitude….you might say these are one and the 

same.  To practice gratitude is to practice faith.  If faith is not something we have, 

but something we do – something we live-then in living we express our complete 

trust in God.  When we are faced with those unexpected situations and yet 

continue to live and even live with some sense of gratitude, this is where our 
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healing lives.  The healed and the still sick, the delivered and the still bound, the 

successful and the out of work.  If prayers of thanks are part of the soul’s healing 

and deliverance and flourish, the physical circumstances of the pray-er become 

less important.  It is the thanking that saves the grateful leper and such 

thankfulness is available to all in EVERY circumstance. 

 To practice gratitude intentionally changes an individual life but it also 

changes the character of the community.  When we practice gratitude as a 

community, we don’t just come to worship to “get something out of it” but to 

show thanks and praise for God for all that we have been given.   Your faith has 

made you well is not just about physical healing but is a chance for us to live well 

in all circumstances because in all circumstances, we can be grateful.   

Amen 

 

 


