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 Engagement…a word that used to mean two people had fallen in love and 

decided to marry…and it still does mean this, but it means much more.  In 

different settings, it can mean people’s enthusiasm and involvement in something 

– even in relationship to each other.  To engage someone is to capture their 

attention through some sort of mutual attraction.  Our scripture from Jeremiah 

says, “Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture.”  

Throughout scripture and through Jesus’ teachings, it has always been clear that 

God created us to live together in community with one another.  But have you 

ever been estranged from someone, someone dear, someone close to your 

heart?  I have and it is incredibly painful and difficult to bear.  Brining people 

together is never an easy task, despite all our best efforts.  This is not to say that 

we shouldn’t try to gather people together. 

 It is always difficult to know how to bring people back together…we can 

even look at the recent years of isolation during COVID…some people have yet to 

return to in person worship and some experts feel some never will.  They have 

become complacent and enjoy watching the service when it is most convenient 

for them.  So the question remains – how do we engage with those members and 

friends who enjoy our weekly service or provide assistance with our mission 

programs?   
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 How did the people that Jeremiah speaks of get to be so scattered in the 

first place?  It’s kind of a long story of exiles and invasions, but the blame, says 

God, lands on the leaders of this people, the nation of Judah.  Leaders serving 

their own narrow interest despite the cost to the people.  Seems we see this go 

on in our world today.   

 So it is clear that God blames the leaders for failure but it is also clear that 

God intends to and will intervene…” Therefore, thus says the Lord, the God of 

Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have 

scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. 

So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord. Then I myself will gather 

the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will 

bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply.”  And God 

declares God’s self to be the one true Shepherd.  That God will lead the people 

back together and once they are gathered together like a flock, god will see that 

new shepherds, who will lead in accordance with god’s heart, will be put in place 

to lead the people of God securely once more.  Order will be reestablished.  Fear 

will dissipate and most importantly, the people will trust again fully in their God.  

Under this new order, all the people of God will be served well. 

 So who are today’s good shepherds?  Where do we see people leading us 

together in a way that we are all served well?  Are they here in the church?  As 

Christians, do we stand by and let national leaders direct us into war, or do we 

stand up, moving the prism around until we discover a just and equitable approach 

to handling the impasse at hand? Whether the crisis in our region, nation, or world 

is war, natural disaster, young people dying violently, lack of work, racism, 

sexism, trade policies, or migration, we are called to look to the underlying issues 



Inspired by Feasting on the Word, Year C, commentary on Luke 23:33-43 by Eberhard Busch 
and Nancy Lynn Westfield and commentary on Jeremiah 23:1-6, by Nelson Rivera. 

3 | P a g e  
 

that play into brokenness.  At times, we are even called to upset the applecart in 

order to empower all people as children of God. 

 Today we honor the Reign of Christ…Christ the King.  It’s kind of a hard 

thing to imagine in today’s world – to relate to…we don’t really have monarchy 

that rule commonly and certainly not in our own country.  So today we are called 

to recognize Christ as King…but what does that really mean to you and me?  

Living under Christ’s reign means we are called to stand behind those who model 

Christ’s example to love God and neighbor.  We are called to see the value God 

has bestowed on every human being and thereby work toward justice and God’s 

restoration of all people. 

 We are a mere Sunday away from the start of Advent.  Seems so odd to me 

to be thinking of Advent and Christmas perhaps due to the warm days we had that 

went well into November.  All that has changed this week certainly and now the 

outside looks a lot more like Christmastide.  Yet our Gospel is the taken out of the 

pages of Holy Week…the crucifixion of Christ.  Jesus’ last words to another 

human being, uttered moments before a thief’s death must have laid upon his ears 

like ecstasy..”Truly, I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”  Jesus’ last 

words were words of forgiveness consistent with the ministry of his short life.  

Jesus had spent his life teaching about the kingdom of God, preaching liberation to 

the captives, and healing those who were sick and lame.  His ministry confounded 

the status quo of the elders, priests and politicians that he was deemed a threat to 

their religion and their way of life.  Jesus had challenged the unjust treatment of 

women, preached the need for patience with children, and accused the Pharisees 

and Sadducess of lacking good faith.  He so threatened these leaders that they 

condemned him to death. 
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 Jesus kingdom that he built during his ministry is not of this world and is 

proven in what he wants to happen and makes happen that other powerful rulers 

are not willing or able to do.  The ruler of this kingdom does not help himself, but 

he helps others who need his help.   

 So the Reign of Christ that we celebrate today is what Jeremiah referred to.  

It is to celebrate not only Christ but the promise that God made saying “I will raise 

up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any 

longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord.”  God does not say 

I will raise up one ruler, one leader, one shepherd.  God claims us all as those 

shepherds so that we may lead God’s people.   

 We all fall into dark places in our lives and we become cynical, depressed or 

even hateful when we see what our “leaders” are doing today.  Some have been 

discouraged or hurt by the failings of pastors, teachers, boy scout leaders, parents 

and more…we fall into that pit when those who should love us do not live up to 

their end of the bargain, of the relationship.  It is a true trauma to experience these 

failings in our lives. 

 But here is the good news.  The ruler of the kingdom of God is already with 

you in your life and in your dying even in your darkest hour…just like the man, the 

thief who was crucified with Jesus…he asks Jesus…”Jesus remember me when 

you come into your kingdom, and Jesus replies…”Truly I tell you, today you will 

be with me in Paradise.”  He is close to you even in your distance from God.  Even 

in this dark place, in this deeply dark moment, before the resurrection is even with 

us, Jesus gives light and life to this man by promising him to remain with him even 

beyond death.  Perhaps this is the first act of the resurrection.   
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 Jesus could not have been more clear about where he stands upon the 

kingdom of God and just what that kingdom looks like.  I believe we get glimpses 

of it at times when we come together as a people and work for the good of our 

neighbor.  When we are able to serve others through something like the Operation 

Christmas Child program.  This is when we move into the kingdom.  So on this 

Christ the King Sunday may we all bow down and thank God for the ministry and 

life of our dear Lord. 

Amen 

 

Prayer for the Samaritan Purse Ministry – Operation Christmas Child Boxes 

 

Dear Lord, we praise and thank you for loving us and making us shepherds of your 

flock.  God, these boxes will be scattered in the world and will land in the hands of 

a child.  We do not know the child’s name, age, or what they have been through in 

their short lives.  But we do know that by sharing what we have we can bring 

peace, love and joy to the world.  Thank you for the teachings of Jesus that inspire 

us to serve your people.  Bless the children who receive these boxes and when the 

lid is open, may our love pour out.  We pray this in Jesus’ name.  Amen 

   


