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Sermon 
The Lord Called Me Before I was Born 
Pastor Lisa Giacomazza 
Bacon Memorial Presbyterian Church 
 

 There is a stage set in Isaiah 49:1-7 – not for one moment in time but for all 

time.  Today we installed some of our elders and deacons and we will finish that 

job in a few weeks when the others are present… this moment begs the 

question…what does it mean to serve the Lord?  Why choose that life of service? 

 I recall many years ago when I felt compelled to serve.  I always thought it 

would be through music.  That God had given me the gift of my signing voice and 

if some people wanted to hear it, then I should share it.  It was not my gift to keep 

for myself, but to be used to glorify God.  As I matured, the calling grew to new 

and exciting things.  Becoming an Elder, chairing committees, organizing fund 

raisers, coordinating women’s retreats…being part of a community that served 

God.  I was energized by it and I continue to be to this day.  It is such a privilege 

for me to join you each week for worship and bring these wonderful scriptures to 

life in a relevant way for today…at least that’s what I hope to do. 

 This week again we find ourselves in Isaiah…I’m going to repeat a portion of 

our scripture and I want you to listen as someone who is called, a disciple of 

Christ – especially to those who begin their service today… 

“Listen to me, O coastlands, 

   pay attention, you peoples from far away! 

The LORD called me before I was born, 

   while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 
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He made my mouth like a sharp sword, 

   in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 

he made me a polished arrow, 

   in his quiver he hid me away. 

And he said to me, ‘You are my servant, 

   Israel, in whom I will be glorified.’ 

But I said, ‘I have laboured in vain, 

   I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 

yet surely my cause is with the LORD, 

   and my reward with my God.’” 

 As I read these words, I wonder…do we truly believe them?  “Yet surely my 

cause is with the Lord and my reward with my God.” 

 Martin Luther King Jr started his ministry as someone trying to represent 

the black community but his cause became something much bigger than himself 

and certainly much bigger than one community.  But what this scripture means, 

what our ministry believes, is that we are here and we are called to serve our 

community…because when parts of humanity or parts of creation are oppressed, 

we are all oppressed.  We cannot flourish as a society while some of us are 

suffering.  Amen? 

 I am excited to tell you that New York State has opened another chapter of 

SNUG in Niagara Falls.  The New York State SNUG Street Outreach Program 

(SNUG) uses a public health approach to reduce gun violence by identifying the 

source, interrupting transmission and treating it by providing services and 
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resources to individuals and families and changing community norms around gun 

violence. 

"A program like SNUG, with the goal of aiding in the reduction of gun violence, is 

much needed in the City of Niagara Falls, and I couldn't be more excited that 

Community Missions and the NYS Division of Criminal Justice Services are bringing 

this program to our city," said Eric Boerdner, vice president, Specialized Services 

at Community Missions. "Through street outreach and involvement in and with 

the community, we are up to the challenge of doing our part in reducing gun 

violence in our city." 

 I was blessed to meet one of the leaders of this program, Rev. Mark Breese.  

Rev. Breese himself came from a background of living on the streets and fought 

the battle of addiction for many years.  Today he is a pastor and small business 

owner.  He challenged we clergy in Niagara Falls to take back our streets, like the 

initiative started by Rev Brooks I’ve been involved with for the last year and a half, 

to go and pray at the spot of street violence.  Over time, our presence will make a 

positive impact on the people who live in and among this kind of violence.  I think 

we’ve seen first hand recently and through the years that prayer is a powerful 

thing and if our streets are violent, it affects us all.  There were 47,000 gun related 

deaths in the US in 2022.  Death by firearm is the second leading cause of death 

for a man between the ages of 15-25 and the #1 cause of death for a man of 

color. 

 The people of Israel faced a similar challenge.  They were promised a land 

of milk and honey.  They are facing a crisis on two fronts:  on the one hand, their 
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homeland has become a landscape of disaster, a wilderness of a different kind.  I 

tis not a wilderness where bushes burn with a Word form God, where manna 

falls, or where a rock yields up life-giving water.  It is, rather a landscape littered 

with ruins of war.  

 The speaker in our scripture has an audience looking to God for hope, for 

strength, for change…not very different than the audience listening today.  We 

too are concerned about our survival as a community of faith, we wonder how to 

be in relationship  with one another – of different faiths, of no faiths, struggling 

with a troubled economy, a world of violence and concern over illness, over 

where to turn to for answers.  So many reach to social media, to sources filled 

with lies and hate…and we look at our pews and see empty seats.  A place where 

truth, love, compassion and grace are spoken.   

 So for those who took that oath today to serve Christ, to work for the poor 

and oppressed, to bring God’s truth to the world, we honor you, we thank you 

and we pray for your ministry. 

 Epiphany – bringing God’s light into the world – it is a season where the 

church finds its way again through confusion and uncertainty.  Our mission is to 

become a “light to the nations” …a light to Niagara Falls, by becoming agents of 

God’s order of compassionate justice. 

 So we pray for Reverend Breese as he brings God’s light to our streets and 

hope we as members of the Niagara Falls faith community can find ways to 

strengthen and support that ministry. 
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 As we read the Psalm this morning together, I wanted you to feel the 

strength that comes from remembering God’s faithfulness to the world.  The 

whole of Psalm 40 may relect the psalmist’s attempt to stir in God a 

remembrance of holy protection and to petition God for more of the sme, but this 

psalm is written and read not only to God. It is intended to stir in us and in all who 

overhears it, a remembrance of God’s wondrous deeds.  To bear witness to all 

God has done for us, both as a community and individually.  As a disciple, it is 

critical that we praise God with great reverence for all God has done.  God’s 

faithfulness to us even when we left the path of righteousness, even when we 

went (and continue to go) astray…God was there – through it all.  So disciples – in 

here we tell it like it is…now it’s time to take our glad news to the streets.  Share 

it, scream it, rejoice in it – God is great and we are a blessed people.  Share your 

light with a world who needs to be reminded that God is still relevant, and 

together we can indeed change the world …one SNUG office at a time. 

Amen 

 

 


