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 It was interesting when I sat down to write my sermon, I realized that I 

prepared the bulletin on Monday evening this week about an hour before the 

Buffalo Bills game started.  I always select the title of my sermon at the time I 

prepare my bulletin based on the scriptures alone and hope that as the week 

progresses and I work through commentary, the title still seems relevant.  It’s kind 

of a backward way of doing things but the bulletin has to be prepared early in the 

week so I really have no choice.   

 Now this week we are celebrating the Baptism of our Lord.  This tends to be 

a beautiful opportunity to remember our baptisms or that of our children and 

really what that means to us. The title I chose is Theophany.  – a visible 

manifestation to humankind of God.  So like most of you, I sat Monday night to 

watch a much anticipated football game staring my favorite team.  Now lets be 

honest, it has been a season filled with adversity from major injuries and lots of 

them, to weird weather issues, two blizzards and yet they keep winning so this 

has been exciting.  The game was going along as planned and then the 

unthinkable happens.   

 Now football is a game with large men who run very fast and bang into 

each other really hard.  OH and the surface they play on is really hard too.  And 

any of us who consider themselves football fans and I have been one since I was a 
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child, serious injuries are not unusual.  I was watching the game where one of 

players suffered a spinal injury and couldn’t move or breathe.  In similar fashion, 

he was carted off in very serious condition and we didn’t know what his prognosis 

would be.  And in this week’s game, Damar Hamlin suffered a catastrophic 

collision with another player that led to his near death.   

 So for those of us who believe, there is that question – why?  Couldn’t God 

have prevented it?  And those of us who believe in faith and understand how God 

created the Earth and us know the answer is no.  No he won’t.  God did not create 

football.  He created the humans but we decided this was a good idea. Lets get 

big guys to run around and bang into each other, add a ball and boom – massively 

entertaining.  From the perspective of safety, probably not the best plan.  But it is 

fun – fun to play and so fun to watch for millions of people.  So much so, that 

most of us watch to escape all the things that make life hard.  Escape by engaging 

with this team.  We know them by name, could recognize them if they walked in 

the door, we support their charities, and when it comes down to it, in some ways 

we love them for this.  We love that they make us feel so celebratory, so elated 

when they win and they invite us to be part of it. 

 God allowed Damar to have this dream, to live this dream.  If God 

prevented the injury, he would to prevent the dream of all of this joy and elation 

comes along with it.  So we believers understand this – God is a God of choice, of 

free will.  But God is also a God of power.   

 So the bad thing happened and then what?  Then theophany…then we god 

to sit back and watch God in action.  Angels flying to that scene.  What we 
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humans could see were these amazing people who had chosen to spend probably 

15 years of their lives in education and training preparing for this moment.  Drills 

and videos and so many dreary hours to ensure if something highly unlikely like 

this should happen, there would be a plan to treat.  Would it be successful?  You 

don’t know…but you have to be prepared…so here come those doctors, medical 

personnel, trainers – and they perform from what we are told, exactly as 

expected despite the fact they are in the middle of this field with no less than 500 

people immediately around them, a stadium of 70,000 and TV audience of 

millions…and they are aware of this on some level and I am telling you the 

training can never prepare for that.  But we can’t see are the angels all around 

ensuring every pump on his chest is right, giving strength and clarity and more.   

 Where God does decide is the outcome and in this case, this man was 

gifted back his earthly life and perhaps in time, we may see why through his 

calling.  But for us today and going forward, we bear witness to this.  It was 

remarkable to see and hear so many people praying, truly praying.  Not of the 

same faith practice, some of no faith practice at all, but even the doctors at the 

hospital mentioned that they felt that power around them. 

 Now you and I know through a lifetime of experience what they felt.  Prayer 

vigils, prayer chains – they aren’t put in place just because we’re a church and we 

should – we get on our knees because it works.  Jesus gave us that spirit, he left 

us with this.   

 So what is God saying to His creation today?  If we did not recognize the 

power of community and coming together through this, how could we miss it?  
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Millions upon millions of dollars freely given for good…love everywhere, and 

humility.  Because when we pray we accept that we are not the powerful – we 

accept that whatever comes is truly acceptable.  And then once we truly turn that 

over to God, then we can see where our power lies.  Giving of dollars, supporting 

and loving each other, and then believing. 

 Next week we will be installing our elders and deacons and I really hope 

that you are able to come and witness that…they’re going to be asked some very 

specific questions about their beliefs and their commitment to their calling.  

Matthew places Jesus’s baptism right at the beginning of his Gospel and paints as 

the preparation for his ministry for what will later follow.  How do we understand 

baptism as a preparatory to our lives in Christ?  This communal act – it’s not a 

personal sacrament – it happens in and amongst the body of the church.   

 Our challenge is this – how might our church community be or become a 

community capable of forming people who will witness to God’s truth?  As we 

welcome these new leaders and reinforce the commitment of our Session and 

Deacons as well as all of us, how can we take this moment that we all experienced 

and help the community truly see the healing power of Christ?  I have seen some 

do this – Josh Allen has talked openly of his faith and how he had his teammates 

and coaches over to his home specifically to worship and pray.  Do we do that 

enough?  Or are we quiet about our beliefs?  It’s not an easy thing sometimes to 

openly talk about faith.   Theophany – God has been seen on top of a Mountain 

by Moses, in a dream by Joseph and by us on a football field in Cincinnati.  Praise 

be to our awesome God and to all the angels.  Amen 


