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 Our Gospel is one of action and inspiration.  Jesus has just delivered his 

sermon on the Mount and has given this wonderful blueprint of how to live our 

lives.  And now – encouragement.  You are the salt of the earth…you are the light 

of the world.  Immediately both of these passages conjure up images that are 

totally relatable and understandable.  Salt – something we all use everyday.  The 

scripture is entirely right…too much ruins the food – too little doesn’t provide 

enough flavor.  A lamp – to illuminate – not placed in the correct space will do no 

good.  And covering it could not only hide it but could cause an unexpected event 

like fire to occur. 

 Today we welcomed new disciples into service and I wonder, do they feel 

like the “salt of the earth”?  Do they even understand the strength and power of 

what they are about to embark upon?  You know, we small churches have a bit of 

complex.  We think we are too small as a church or even denomination.  We focus 

on empty pews probably more than we should  We count how many people are in 

church each week and include it in our reports and newsletters.  Now we count 

views on Facebook wondering what does it all mean?   

 But I challenge our Session to change their view.  Perhaps our light is 

shining in the wrong direction.  Let me explain.  You see, from where I stand each 

week, I never see empty pews.  It is impossible for me to see that because what I 

see are beautiful, strong, devoted, faithful disciples of Christ sitting in front of me.  

The light that comes from you makes it impossible for me to notice anything else.   



 Jesus is telling us something very important in this passage…you do not 

need to be many to be incredibly impactful.  Each one of us has a light that we 

shine upon the world, whether we know it or not.  And yet, we all know how dark 

life can be.  Sometimes the darkness resides within us – and when that happens, 

how can we then share a light from within?  In order to truly be a disciple, we 

must be willing to walk into and through darkness and remain until the light 

overcomes it.  But this is not an easy task.  Archbishop William Temple is often 

quoted as saying, “The church is the only organization on earth that exists for 

those who are not its members.”  But to do this important work, it is essential 

that we continually look at our own inner landscape.   

 Isaiah scripture today says, “If you remove the yoke from among you, the 

pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, if you offer your food to the hungry 

and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and 

your gloom be like the noonday.”  It is so important when we do this work in the 

world that we include ourselves within it.  Attend worship, read scriptures, pray 

continually and seek the love of your brothers and sisters in Christ.  “The Lord will 

guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your 

bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, 

whose waters never fail.”   

 We are the salt of the earth. Sometimes just a pinch of positivity and love is 

all that is needed.  So take that with you through the week.  Offer a compliment 

to a service worker, leave an extra $5 in your tip, listen to someone who needs to 

tell you a story, pray with someone who is hearting, make a call to someone you 

haven’t seen in a while.  Whatever you are feeling called to do, do it!  The 



incredible thing about these acts is they serve us even more than they serve the 

recipient.  …”And you shall be like a watered garden…”  So let your light so shine – 

and answer when Jesus is knocking on your heart.     

 Amen 


