
 
Inspired by Feasting on the Word, Year A, commentary on 1 Samuel 16:1-13 by Donald P. Olsen and commentary on John 
9:1-41 by Deborah J. Kapp.   

1 | P a g e  
 

Sermon 
Are you Squinting? 
Pastor Lisa Giacomazza 
Bacon Memorial Presbyterian Church 
March 19, 2023 
 

 Our Old Testament scripture declares a moment when the people of Israel 

are granted a new leader.  It is not a popular decision by any means and we can 

hear the hesitation and concern in Samuel’s tone when God instructs him that he 

is to go and anoint a son of Jesse as King.  Yet Saul who had been a very popular 

leader – tall in stature, good looking – he had allowed his power to go to his head 

and began to enact rules outside of the realm of God.  Somewhere, which often 

happens, the power he had been gifted, went to his head.  He no longer led with 

gratitude for the position he had been given, leaning into the responsibility of 

caring for the people.  He led in ways that reflected good upon him and no longer 

turned to God for guidance and discernment.   

 It is interesting in this passage that God recognizes one of our biggest 

weaknesses – we are persuaded by physical appearance.  We place a great deal of 

emphasis upon how we look.  One could argue that someone with a clean and 

neat physical appearance vs one with a messy, unkept appearance may reflect 

their approach and attitude.  Let’s be honest, we are infatuated with appearance.  

The “red carpet” moments of life when people are toted in garments that cost as 

much as a reasonable car, jewels that cost as much as a home, and all an illusion 

of grandeur which in God’s eyes is of little importance.   
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 Saul had early victories and did win the approval of his people; but he let 

the prerogatives of power go to his head.  And God laments to Samuel, “I regret 

that I made Saul king, for he has turned back from following me, and has not 

carried out my commands.”  Samuel is then asked to find the next leader…but one 

that is chosen not by physical appearance or stature, but for his heart.  Samuel, 

though frightened that he may be killed by Saul for overthrowing him – a coup 

essentially – decides to obey the Lord and go and find this new leader – among 

the sons of Jesse. 

 When Samuel arrives at Jesse’s home and his sons are paraded in front of 

Samuel, still Samuel is enticed by the physical and assumes the eldest son will be 

the one…but instead, God selects the youngest son – shepherding in the fields.  

And while David may not have been the grandest in physical appearance – though 

he may not have been “red carpet ready”, Samuel cannot help but comment on 

his appearance – especially his eyes.  The beauty of one’s heart, the loveliness of 

one’s soul surpasses his physical container and is often seen through its portal to 

the world:  one’s eyes.  David’s name was finally used, and he was anointed. 

 Read John 9:1-41 

 Deborah Kapp, Associate Professor of Urban Mistry at the McCormick 

Theological Seminary in Chicago in her commentary on this scripture takes a very 

interesting approach.  She says, “Over the past few decades, several cultural 

observers have voiced concern about the erosion of social capital in the United 

States: the breakdown of neighborhoods, lower rates of participation in 

organizations like the PTA and churches, and fewer bowling leagues.  People are 
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Bowling Alone, as the title of a famous book described it, and that is troubling to 

many people.  Even more troubling to others are reports about the breakdown of 

a more basic American institution – the family.  Many people are understandably 

concerned about high rates of divorce, the scattering of extended families and 

pressures to embrace new family configurations….Communities with more 

isolation tend to feel (and maybe are) less safe; people often have less stability 

when they are isolated from friends and loved ones; and a recent study suggests 

that they may be less happy too.  Happiness, it seems, is contagious, and we are 

more likely to catch it if we are hooked up with happy family members, friends or 

neighbors.” 

 Looking within our scripture today, and thinking of it more from a 

perspective of the failing of the blind man’s community, is an interesting way of 

looking at this story.  We typically want to focus on the man whose site is restored 

and then is the only one who seems able to see Jesus for who he truly is.  The 

Pharisees are stuck in upholding the rules of Sabbath, failing to understand the 

importance of the healing that this man has received.  They are angry with Jesus 

because he didn’t follow protocol – he didn’t follow the rules.  Other members of 

the community have overlooked so much – or pigeon-holed him into just being 

the blind beggar that they looked beyond – that they don’t even recognize him.  

And how about his family – his parents?  They too say we don’t know ask him!  

They don’t want to get in trouble either so much so that they put all the ownness 

on their son – sink or swim.   
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 Why do so many fail this man?  Who’s actually blind in this story anyway?  

When we reflect on this text with the acknowledgement of the collapse of  

healthy communities such as neighborhoods, churches, even clubs like the boy 

scouts – in this case, we can assume that these structures did indeed exist around 

him.  The church is present – the community is around him – and his family of 

origin is intact…and yet, they all failed.  Why? 

 The community, as I said earlier, seemed to only see through him when he 

was differently abled – different than them…unable to see.  Do we allow disability 

to be a defining marker, or are we able to look beyond that and recognize the 

humanity of people?  How limited is our sight? 

 And what of the religious leaders in this story?  They don’t even want to 

listen to this man’s testimony – because it opposes the story they want to tell.  

They want Jesus to be the sinner, not the hero…they want another explanation.  

They want to be the ones that are looked to for the answers.  And in this case, 

because they are stuck in their own grandeur, their need for power, they too fail 

to see. 

 And even his family, his parents put their own safety above their son’s 

welfare.  In the end, Jesus is the only one this man can trust.  Appearance – how 

we “see” has failed then, and at times still fails today. 

 Karr continues, “Seeing into the heart – seeing the soul – like in David’s 

case, is one we humans seem to fail at far too much.  Even seeing God in our 

midst, it seems, then and now can be a struggle.  Sometimes when the sun is 

really bright, or when an artificial light is intense, we need to squint or shut our 
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eyes.  The brightness seems dangerous to us and the reflex is automatic.  

Metaphorically we see this human reaction unfolding in John 9: the light of the 

world shines bright, and the community, the pharisees, and the man’s family shut 

their eyes in self-defense.  That is the intuitive thing to do, right?” 

 Wrong – it is our challenge as believers to see beyond what the world sees 

and be part of a community that loves people through change and transition.  

While communities have declined in some ways, we have new ways to build up 

that positive energy – that light.  We can be supportive and positive and 

encouraging through our social media and digital outreach, encourage a neighbor 

or friend to come to the Easter Egg hunt on Palm Sunday.   

 Are you squinting or are you embracing light?  Do you see people’s hearts 

or are you distracted by societal suggestions of what is attractive?  When you are 

in the presence of light, the best thing to do is to open our eyes, wide.  We will 

not be blinded by the light.  We will be saved. 

 

Amen   


