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 How did you feel when you woke up this morning?  Were you 

excited and jump out of bed or were you thinking, Ah…it’s Sunday, time 

to get up and go to church or get up and go to work, do some laundry. 

Whatever it may be, how many of you jumped out of bed this morning 

excited to face the day?  Hmm, ok, What if I told you to take a look in 

your bulletin and there for each of you is a check for $1 million!  An 

anonymous donor showed up this week and said here is a pile of 

money- share it with your members…and so you walk out the door 

today with $1 million or if you’re watching – you’ll get your check in the 

mail.  Is it fair to say, that would change your mood?  Oh it does – so 

maybe we bound out of the church doors excited for what is next, what 

the money can do for us.  Certainly is a game changer, right?   

 How about if said forget about the $1 million – I’m going to give 

you $10 million.  Yes, that’s right…$10 million!  Even better right?  There 

is a catch this time though.  You get the $10 million but you won’t wake 

up tomorrow.  Today is it for you.  Do you still want the $10 million?  
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Yes?  No?  Oh no…really.  So you want your life to go on so much it’s 

worth $10 million to you.  Well that’s impressive.  And if that’s the case, 

why didn’t you bound out of bed this morning.  Your life’s worth more 

than $10 million to you.   

 Our scripture today is the moment when Abraham becomes the 

father of all nations – and does this not because of all that he 

accomplished in his life, but because God grants this to him.  Which 

means, he is our ancestor too right?  Have you ever investigated your 

own ancestry?  Maybe you’ve done your DNA and worked on your 

family tree.  It’s very interesting to build your own lineage.   We can 

start right here…so each of you has two biological parents.  And each of 

them has two biological parents and they, your two sets of 

grandparents, also have parents, your great grandparents.  And most of 

us, just off hand, can trace our lineage at least to that point.  And when 

you look at that, just that small part of your lineage, I count I believe 32 

people it took to have one you.  Now if we keep going back say about 

400 years, it starts to total in the thousands to make one you.  Now, if 

we go back to the time of Abraham, it took millions to have one you.  

And within that lineage we all would bump into each other – some of 

sooner than others.  So all of us are descended from one person, well 

two, and if you back before humans, God had to create an entire 
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universe just so that this planet could sustain human life.  So the entire 

solar system was created so that you could live here now along with all 

those people that came before you.  All those people that wanted you 

to be born.  Your parents, your grandparents, your greats – they made a 

decision to have a child – who had a child – who had a child – who had 

you.   

 So if Abraham understood that his life was so essential, that he 

was created for something he was not necessarily prepared for, 

certainly didn’t earn through his own works, but was given by grace and 

therefore, we were given by grace, then you gave the right answer just a 

bit ago – your life is worth a lot more than $10 million.   

 We tend to get this concept a little mixed up.  The problem is that 

we create the impression that discipleship has to come before doxology.  

Often our emphasis is o what we are to do for God, what we need to 

accomplish for God and provide for God, for God’s church, and for God’s 

kingdom.  We never explicitly say we are obligated to do all this before 

we can bask in God’s love and favor, but the impression is created.   We 

have to do God’s work before we can savor God’s love.  We have 

somehow to prove we merit God’s love by our good works for God.  

Unfortunately this message coincides with a very strong social message 
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that you have to work for whatever you are going to receive.  We live in 

a very competitive society and over and over again we are told we must 

work for what we are to receive.  This leads us to the unfortunate 

conclusion in many cases that we deserve God’s love only if we earn it. 

 But today our scripture clearly leads us down the path of the word 

that rolls right off your tongue, righteousness.  Do you even know what 

that means?  I always thought it meant being perfect in God’s eyes 

honestly – doesn’t at all.  It means to live in a right relationship with 

God and with one another.  Righteousness is all about the relationship it 

points to.  Our relationship with God and how we relate to each other. 

 Now as we discussed, you are so special, so uniquely made, and 

created by a lineage of millions stretching back to my father, to your 

father, to our Jewish friends and Muslim too – all of us descend from 

Abraham.  And we know our life is worth millions to us, so can truly live 

the doxology now?  Praise God from whom all blessings flow – not 

praise God for giving me what I deserve – Praise God for giving me my 

wages for all I have done – Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  

The heart and soul of our text today is the proclamation of the 

unmerited grace that comes from God to us.  God’s grace is evident in 

God’s choice to love us, which sets us in a right relationship with God. 
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 The magic of the doxology is discovered when we realize we stand 

before God incapable of earning God’s grace and instead are worthy of 

that grace simply by God’s blessed choice. 

 The truth is we cannot fulfill our calling, achieve God’s will and live 

in true harmony with one another until we truly understand just how 

unique, special and valuable we are….to God.  We do good works not to 

earn God’s love but because of it. 

 No matter what we do, we have already been given, just by being 

alive, an incredible gesture of grace by God.  Now let us go forth living 

within a new glorious understanding of just how much we were loved 

and desired by God. 

Amen 

 


