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Today marks the beginning of Year B in our liturgical year meaning 

this is the first Sunday of our year in the church.  We just completed Year A 

where we spent a significant amount of time in the Gospel of Matthew.  In 

Year B, the main focus is the Gospel of Mark which is one of the four 

canonical gospels in the New Testament. It is the second gospel and is 

also one of the three synoptic gospels, which means that it shares a large 

amount of content with the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. The Gospel of 

Mark is believed to have been written by John Mark, a follower of Saint 

Peter, and is thought to have been written between 60 and 70 CE1. 

The Gospel of Mark is the shortest of the four gospels and is known 

for its direct and simple style. It is also known for its emphasis on the 

deeds and strength of Jesus in overcoming evil forces and defying the 

power of imperial Rome. Mark also emphasizes the Passion, predicting it 

as early as chapter 8 and devoting the final third of his Gospel (11–16) to 

the last week of Jesus’ life12. 

So this leaves us with what you might call a Holy Disruption in 

discourse through advent because Mark as you see Mark skips over the 

birth of Jesus and starts with Jesus’ baptism when he is an adult.  So how 

do we travel through Advent when there is no mention of Mary, Joseph or 

the baby in the manger?   
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Perhaps we need to approach this in a different, new way this year.  

Our scripture from Mark asks us to “Keep Awake” and prepare for the time 

when Jesus shall return.  Yet the text is clear that when this shall happen, 

no one knows, not even the son of man – only God.  “Therefore, keep 

awake – for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in 

the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find 

you asleep when he comes suddenly.” 

With or without the story of the star and vigin birth, Advent is a time 

of preparation and rebirth for all of us.  It is a time when we look to bring 

Jesus closer into our lives, into our hearts.  The season of Advent is a 

season of preparation but often is confused with a season of expectation.   

Have you ever had a glaucoma eye exam and they have you lean into 

the machine and blow a puff of air into your eye?  It’s very quick and even 

though they tell me to be ready, it surprises me and makes me jump.  The 

first eye is bad enough, but then I have to wait for the second as well.  That 

is expectation.  Preparation is all that the technician and the doctor do for 

me to be sure my eyes remain as healthy as possible.   

The prophet Isaiah had a bigger problem.  The people were 

misbehaving and God had seemingly gone silent.  Isaiah pleads with God, 

“O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the 

mountains would quake at your presence – as when fire kindles brushwood 

and the fire causes water to boil”…”When you did awesome deeds that we 

did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.  

…But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we 
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transgressed.”  In other words, we acted out because you weren’t talking to 

us.  At least this way we got you to come pack.  We got you to pay attention 

to us again. 

I kind of love this type of lament.  It is honest and simple.  It is 

straight to the point and shows no fear or division between the people and 

God.  They come directly to God and ask for God’s presence in their lives 

and acknowledge they mis stepped because they felt a division, a 

separation.   

So I ask you today – are you feeling like something has put a divide 

within your relationship with God?  Is there something you feel you need to 

let go of in order to fall into that sense of preparation that we talked about?   

In Richard Rohr’s book, Preparing for Christmas, he reflects on these 

passages this way: 

“Come Lord Jesus” the Advent mantra, means that all of Christian 

history has to live out of a kind of deliberate emptiness, a kind of chosen non-

fulfillment.  Perfect fullness is always to come, and we do not need to 

demand it now.  This keeps the field of life wide open and especially open to 

grace and to a future created by God rather than ourselves.  This is exactly 

what it means to be “awake” as the Gospel urges us!  We can also use other 

“a” words for Advent:  aware, alive, attentive, alert, awake are all appropriate!  

Adent is, above all else, a call to full consciousness and a forewarning about 

the high price of consciousness. 

When we demand satisfaction of one another, when we demand any 

completion to history on our terms, when we demand that our anxiety or any 



Inspired by workingpreacher.org commentary on Mark 13:24-37 by Timothy L. Adkins Jones, Sr Pastor, Bethany Baptist Church 
and commentary on Isaiah 64:1-9 by Anathea Portier-Young, Assoc. Professor, Duke University Divinity School. 

 
4 | P a g e  

 

dissatisfaction be taken away, saying as it were, “Why weren’t you this for 

me?  Why didn’t life do that for me?” we are refusing to say, “Come Lord 

Jesus,”  We are refusing to hold out for the full picture that is always given by 

God. 

“Come Lord Jesus” is a leap into the kind of freedom and surrender that 

is rightly called the virtue of hope.  The theological virtue of hope is the 

patient and trustful willingness to live without closure, without resolution, and 

still be content and even happy because our Satisfaction is now at a another 

level and our Source is beyond ourselves.  We are ab le to trust that he will 

come again, just as Jesus has come into our past, into our private dilemmas 

and into our suffering world.  Our Christian past then becomes our Christian 

prologue, and “Come Lord Jesus” is not a cry of desperation but an assured 

shout of cosmic hope.” 

 So we are to stay ready so that we don’t have to get ready.  This is a call to a 

certain way of life, a call to deepening of your faith through any obstacle, through 

pain and grief, through all unknowns – this is truly a call for us to live out our faith 

in Christ to a world in desperate need of Christ’s love.  Living in a constant state of 

alert, like the moment before that puff of air hits your eye, does not sound 

pleasant.  Following this passage in Mark, Jesus speaks of the fig tree.  The fig tree 

has indicators of when summer is coming, tender branches and leaves.  In this 

idea of preparation and readiness, it appears everyone has their job.  The 

household can be ready for the master’s return because everyone is working 

together, with their own jobs in community and together we can stay alert. 
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 The answer to preparation is community.  Now is the time to commit to 

being part of this community, coming together in worship to truly ask God, like 

Isaiah, to return into our lives and into our homes.  May we all let go of any 

expectations of what the season of Advent and Christmas should be, and allow it 

to what it is…an opportunity for God to speak to us and truly be the center of our 

celebrations. 

Amen 


