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When we reflect on 2020, we see a lot of 

challenges: an unpredictable virus, social isolation, 

poor mental health, increased racial tension, 

entrenched political division and relational conflict. 

The narrative that the secular world is writing is 

creating a generation of victims.

But this is not our story! 

We choose to grab the pen of faith and the paper 

of hope and write a different narrative: we are not 

the victims of 2020—No! We are the VICTORS!

We choose to write a story of forgiveness and 

grace. We see brothers and sisters coming together 

regardless of the color of their skin and reconciling 

their differences. We see marriages growing 

stronger because of time spent together.

We choose to write a story about God’s faithfulness 

in the midst of the trial. We went through some 

stuff, but we came out of the fire stronger and 

ready to take One Step Closer! Out of the difficulty, 

we see an opportunity for the Gospel—the Good 

News—to change lives as strongholds and idols are 

torn down. 

God is faithful

BRIA
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N

D
 K

ASHA HENLEY
 • LEAD PASTORS •

BETHANY LEAD 
PASTORS
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We see God on the move and so 

we stay in step with His Spirit. We 

are VICTORS, not victims; we will 

keep writing His story!

Thank you for your continued 

generosity and support. We are in 

a pivotal season: God has uniquely 

positioned Bethany to change the 

narrative. Let’s write something 

amazing together!

One Step Closer, 
Pastor Brian & Kasha

Anyone who 

believes in me 

may come 
and 

drink!  
For the  

Scriptures 

declare, ‘Rivers 

of  living 
water will 

flow from his 

hear t.’

John 7:38
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Isaiah 40:5

Then the 
glory of 

the LORD  
will be  

revealed, 
and all people 

will see it  
together.
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Church Board Letter
Bethany Assembly benefited from a healthy relationship with Belay Bookkeeping Solutions again in 

2020. Belay is recognized as a national leader in church bookkeeping and virtual management.  

They were named by INC 5000 as a leader in the business world, having received this recognition 

multiple years in a row. They are a virtual bookkeeper who utilizes various solutions to provide 

accurate and updated reporting and metrics, using operations management tools such as bill.com, 

Expensify, Quickbooks Non-profit, and the Planning Center Giving and Donor Management suite.  

Our dedicated Bookkeeper, Kathryn, has a Masters in Accounting from Southeastern University.  

Because we are a ‘cash-based’ nonprofit organization, the relationship with our bookkeeper is  

unique and balanced.

The Bookkeeper with Belay Solutions currently serves Bethany by:

• Assisting in setting up controls for checks and balances.

• Oversees all journal entries, fixed assets, and depreciation.

• Acts as the official bookkeeper.

• Oversees all monthly closeouts.

• Prepares payroll according to IRS regulations.

• Helps prepare year-end statements.

Belay’s assistance and accountability have greatly benefited Bethany in many ways, and we look  

forward to our continued relationship.

Respectfully, 

Church Board 

Jeremiah Mauricio (Treasurer), John Morton, Brian Penney, Grant Rossman, Gary Tuttle, John 

Weidmayer, & Pastor Brian Henley (Chairman)
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2020 Meeting Minutes
Pastor Brian called the Business Meeting to order at 6:05pm.

Joel Bills is unable to attend due to a work-related matter: Amanda Mauricio is taking minutes in his stead.

114 Members (Partners) of the church are present to form a quorum.

Sue Fuss made a motion to close the roll at 6:10pm; Galen Engle seconded the motion. The motion was approved by 
the Church body.

Pastor Scott Flaten led the Church in prayer.

Pastor Brian encouraged the Church body to read the 2019 Annual Report in its entirety. He read from his opening letter 
to the congregation.

Pastor Brian led the church in celebrating 233 salvations and 41 baptisms; 26 Groups which are led by 38 leaders with 
participation of 233 group members; 313 volunteers and 342 partners.

Fay Miller made a motion to accept the Lead Pastor’s Report; the motion was seconded by Ruby Stump. The motion was 
approved by the Church Body.

Alyssa Flaten made a motion to read and accept last year’s minutes; the motion was seconded by Sally Rae. The motion 
was approved by the Church body.

Jeremiah presented the Treasurer’s Report to the congregation.

Denny Marsh asked why the assets and liabilities do not balance. There is a $427 difference; Denny explained that the 
liabilities and equity need to be changed; he implied that our bookkeeper is not doing her job to make the necessary 
adjustments.

Hugh Dobson made a motion to accept the financial report; the motion was seconded by Suzi Bradley. The motion was 
approved by the Church body.

Pastor Brian reviewed the remodeling projects with the congregation. No additional money was removed from savings 
for the Junior High project.

Missionary John Morton Jr. explained that he is transitioning his ministry from Sudan and Egypt to Israel, inspired by Paul 
and Barnabas in Acts 13. The Church is donating $2,000 to John Morton to aid him in this transition. 

Pastor Brian explained the impact of Kingdom Builders to the congregation. Pastor Brian reminded the congregation of 
the challenge the Lord has given us to double the number of missionaries we support.

Pastor Brian presented the first ballot for the first three-year term on the Bethany Board. Names on the ballot: Jeremiah 
Mauricio, John Weidmayer, and Brian Penney. Jeremiah Mauricio and John Weidmayer are incumbents up for re-election 
to two, three year terms.

Ron Sparks made a motion to accept the Ministry Reports as written; the motion was seconded by Kelle Carver. The 
motion was approved by the Church body.
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While the ballots were counted, Pastor Brian discussed the fine work that Bethany Kids Learning Center and Preschool 
Director, Krista Sharpe, has done in teaching Bethany’s Mission and Core Values to the Teachers at Bethany Kids  
Learning Center.

Pastor Brian commended the Church Staff for exemplifying FEARLESS:

FUN: Pastor Zach (& Ellen) Preston

EXECUTE WITH EXCELLENCE: Amanda (& Jeremiah) Mauricio

AWARE: Ruby Stump, Alyssa Flaten

VOTE #1 — There was no election.

Kasha Henley made a motion to present the top two for election (Jeremiah Mauricio and John Weidmayer); the motion 
was seconded by Tom Popejoy. The motion was approved by the church body.

While the ballots were counted, Pastor Brian resumed commendation of the Staff for exemplifying FEARLESS:

RELEARN: Pastor Mike (& Eberly) Torres, Kasha Henley

LOVE: Krista Sharpe

SERVING: Pastor Dan Sharpe, Ivy (& Chase) Smith

VOTE #2 — Jeremiah Mauricio was elected for the first of two, three year terms.

While the ballots were counted, Pastor Brian resumed commendation of the Staff for exemplifying FEARLESS:

ENCOURAGEMENT: Pastor Scott Flaten

SPIRIT LED: Pastor Ron (& Gin) Sparks, Tim Henley

Pastor Brian communicated that Chad Houpt will be rehired to the Church Staff.

VOTE #3 — John Weidmayer was elected for the second of two, three year terms.

Pastor Brian exhorted the congregation to memorize and follow Bethany’s Core Values: We take steps together; We love 
authentically; We live generously; We invest in the next; We share our story; We create unforgettable experiences; We 
are FEARLESS (Fun, Execute with Excellence, Aware, Relearn, Love Others, Encourage, Serve, Spirit Led). Pastor Brian 
expounded upon our Core Values’ meaning and challenged the congregation to be FEARLESS. Pastor Brian encouraged 
the congregation to be generous with our time, talent, and treasure; to help our community to take One Step Closer by 
Loving God, Loving People, and Loving Life.

Jeremiah Mauricio made a motion to adjourn the meeting, the motion was seconded by Kelle Carver.

***

Addendum—Pastor Brian added information about the church-wide survey, available online at survey.bethanyassembly.
com. John Morton offered a time of prayer for the Board, Staff, and their wives; Jeremiah Mauricio led the prayer.
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Financial Repor ts

Church Statement of Revenue & Expenses
Income 2020 Budget 2020 Actual 2021 Budget

Church $1,252,500.00 $1,347,227.92 $1,092,100.00

Kingdom Builders $196,500.00 $284,517.72 $184,500.00

Bethany Kids Learning Center $721,000.00 $621,426.81 $690,000.00

Total Income $2,170,000.00 $2,253,172.45 $1,966,600.00

Expenditures
Personnel $621,200.00 $690,988.77 $522,000.00

Facilities $225,900.00 $229,067.29 $166,760.00

Executive $95,850.00 $82,121.03 $83,600.00

Experience $42,660.00 $16,929.24 $34,200.00

Family Life $72,440.00 $52,451.92 $60,050.00

Care $21,250.00 $14,476.68 $18,400.00

Worship Arts $48,100.00 $23,638.50 $38,810.00

Kingdom Builders $193,650.00 $303,941.28 $176,435.00

Bethany Kids Learning Center $680,605.00 $660,151.12 $657,400.00

Kingdom Builders 10% Transfer $110,000.00 $97,314.00 $98,500.00

Miscellaneous Expense - Temporary $0.00 $750.65 $0.00

Total Expenditures $2,111,655.00 $2,171,830.48 $1,856,155.00

TOTAL $58,345.00 $81,341.97 $110,445.00
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Bethany Surplus/Deficit
Church 2020 Budget 2020 Actual 2021 Budget

Income $1,252,500.00 $1,347,227.92 $1,092,100.00

Expenses $1,237,400.00 $1,207,738.08 $1,022,320.00

Total Church Surplus/Deficit $15,100.00 $139,489.84 $69,780.00

Kingdom Builders 2020 Budget 2020 Actual 2021 Budget
Income $196,500.00 $284,517.72 $184,500.00

Expenses $193,650.00 $303,941.28 $176,435.00

Total KB Surplus/Deficit $2,850.00 -$19,423.56 $8,065.00

Bethany Kids Learning Center 2020 Budget 2020 Actual 2021 Budget
Income $721,000.00 $621,426.81 $690,000.00

Expenses $680,605.00 $660,151.12 $657,400.00

Total BKLC Surplus / Deficit $40,395.00 -$38,724.31 $32,600.00

Combined 2020 Budget 2020 Actual 2021 Budget
Income $2,170,000.00 $2,253,172.45 $1,966,600.00

Expenses $2,111,655.00 $2,171,830.48 $1,856,155.00

Total Combined Surplus / Deficit $58,345.00 $81,341.97 $110,445.00

2020 Capital Investments
Income

Insurance Claim $45,330.00

In Kind Contributions $1,225,000.00

Total Income $1,270,330.00

Expense
Capital Project $59,544.65

Office Remodel $77,237.60

Total Expense $136,782.25

NET INCOME $1,133,547.75
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2020 Balance Sheet
Cash Accounts

CNB General Checking $165,075.95

CNB BKLC Checking $48,158.11

CNB Savings $28,205.10

AG Financial 30 day investments $809.55

Cash Accounts Total $242,248.71

Fixed Assets
Building $1,717,261.45

Assets in Kind $1,225,000.00

Equipment $1,223,651.11

Equipment - Child Care $74,040.71

Land $107,091.59

Capital Improvements $2,216,127.06

Capital improvements - Child Care $180,688.58

Vehicles $165,415.76

Accumulated Depreciation -$3,835,816.48

Accumulated Depreciation - Child Care -$103,862.52

Fixed Assets Total $2,969,597.26

TOTAL ASSETS $3,211,845.97

Liabilities and Equity
Current Liabilities Accounts Payable $24,333.15

Credit Cards $26,670.96

Other Current Liabilities Payroll Liability $1,989.70

Payroll Liability - Child Care $1,017.55

Total Liabilities $54,011.36

Equity
General Fund $1,704,531.63

Kingdom Builders Fund $103,103.16

Child Care Fund $135,310.10

Net Income $1,214,889.72

Total Equity $3,157,834.61

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY $3,211,845.97
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LOCAL
Boys and Girls Club of Lenawee, Care Pregnancy Center, Catherine Cobb Safe House,  

Christian Mission, Proshare Inc. Prison Ministries, Daily Bread,  

I-92 Ministries, Neighbors of Hope, Salvation Army, Share the Warmth

MICHIGAN
Chris & Julie Payne - Chi Alpha - University of Michigan, City Life Church - Lansing, MI,  

Dave Williams Ministries - Lansing, MI, Jason Forsman - Youth Alive - Michigan,  

Life Challenge of SE MI, Power Plant Kids - Detroit, Sarah Jackson - Chi Alpha - Eastern Michigan

NATIONAL MISSIONS
Assemblies of God Church Planting Fund, Church Multiplication Network,  

Dave & Kandy Bennett - Church Planting - Columbus, OH, The Fathers Initiative - The Oaks,  

Paul & Crystal Burkhart - Alaska, Ray & Debbie Miller - New Mexico, Rob Burkhart - Alaska,  

Urban Island Ministry - Steven & Cherri Pike, Every Nation - Sarah Baker, Chicago

INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS
Alex & Blake Kane - The Champion Project, Scott & Ruth Thompson, Arise Ministries,  

Joshua & Amber Payne, Ben and Natalia Allion, Daniel & Angela McHugh, Braden & Samantha 

Leighty, Curt & Liz Wolfe - Live Dead, Chris & Crystal Clinchard, Rick & Jen Pasquale,  

Chris & Karrie Duncan, Trenton & Kayla Roberts, Daniel & Khuyen Bryner, Barry & Bonnie Moeckel, 

Dave & Kandy Bennett, Life Publishers: Craig & Sharon Metzner, David & Julie Goldschmidt,  

Nick & Kimbra Stuva, Eliot & Alison Geib, Forrest & Erica Spears, Flynn & Renne Clanton,  

Jordy & Elizabeth Nunez, Jacob (Jake) and Vanessa Johnson, Don & Terri Triplett,  

Jared & Boggie Dietrich, Skip Preston, Jason & Bethany Krohn, Brad & Rhonda Walz,  

Jeremy & Faith Godwin, William & Karen Strong - Live Dead, John & Bethany Baker,  

Zachary & Danika Mobius - Live Dead Jordan & Shay Campell, John & Pam Morton,  

Kim & Shari Babcock, Rich & Lori McLane, Lonnie & Rhonda DiSalvo, Steve & Kim Puffpaff,  

Pierce & Meghan Davis, Kevin & Karen Prevost

Your genersoity makes support of these ministries and missionaries possible, thank you!

Thank you Kingdom Builders
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We truly are better together!
For Lenawee Launches in 2020

Bethany successfully launched ‘For Lenawee’ in 2020. This initiative has helped thousands of 

families across Lenawee County find hope and practical assistance. In just one year, For Lenawee 

has grown to more than 100 ‘on call’ volunteers.

H.E.H. Food Distributions Give Hope

For Lenawee hosted several H.E.H. food distributions in which Bethany families gave out 2,400 

boxes of food weighing 40 pounds each, in the midst of the pandemic. Countless volunteers made 

the distributions a huge success! In addition, several dairy distributions supplied the community 

with 2,400 boxes of Prairie Farms dairy goods. Bethany’s For Lenawee initiatives have set the pace 

for multiple churches in our community to do the same.

Food Distribution Building Renovated

The former Annex building, now coined the For Lenawee Distribution Building, was renovated this 

year. To date, over $50,000 in contract and in-kind labor and building supply has been invested. 

Everything from a new driveway to updated electrical, plumbing, and heating was invested in. 

The building was insulated, along with the office and bathroom being remodeled. Currently, the 

distribution site is housing pallets in preparation for future distributions and community projects.

Unity Gathering 2020

Despite the setbacks that 2020 may have brought—The Church—came together for a comeback! 

The unity gathering brought churches from across Lenawee County together to declare Jesus is 

Lord of Lenawee County! Pastor Claude Bevier of Restore World Church challenged families to 

engage in meaningful, heartfelt reconciliation with God and their neighbors.

Pictured: 2020 Unity Gathering
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220+ Units of Blood and 13,000 3M n95 Surgical 
Grade Masks Donated

More than 220 units of blood were donated as a result 

of For Lenawee’s partnership with the American Red 

Cross! Additionally, 13,000 3M n95 surgical grade 

masks were donated to ProMedica Health Systems, 

sparking a wave of generosity in benefit of Lenawee  

County healthcare workers. 

Madison Schools Teachers Lounge Remodeled  
and Habitat for Humanity Faith Build 2020 Kicks Off

As a result of the generosity of our Kingdom Builders 

community, in 2020, For Lenawee renovated the 

Teacher and Staff Lounge at Madison Schools.  

For Lenawee also partnered with Habitat for Humanity 

to contribute volunteers to the Newell Family Faith 

Build 2020.

Bethany Buck Pole

The For Lenawee iniative partnered with Bethany to 

host the first annual For Lenawee Bethany Buck Pole. 

The community event brought families together to 

check out the ‘monster bucks’ from the opening day 

of gun season. 14 local business and community 

sponsors donated. In the end, the event cost a total 

of just $200! We saw nearly 500 hunters and their 

families on the property and multiple bucks on display. 

The event was Bethany’s most visited online social 

post of the year, garnering about 5,000 views! Two 

deer were donated to the For Lenawee ‘Hunters for 

Hope’ initiative, supplying venison and game meat for 

families in need.

Taste and 
see that the 
Lord is good; 

blessed  
is the one 
who takes 
refuge in 

him.
Psalm 34:8
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Bethany Student Ministries started the year out strong 

with goals and vision. As we know, some of the 

strategies to accomplish this vision needed to shift 

in March. BSM responded quickly and appropriately 

by creating online opportunities for students to 

take steps and ensure that all students were cared 

for. Age-specific small groups made ministering to 

students digitally more effective during this time.

Additionally, the BSM team partnered with Kingdom 

Builders to completely renovate the teachers lounge 

at Madison High School. This renovation was much 

needed and continues to remind Lenawee County 

that Bethany is for the community.

Throughout the summer, BSM created safe spaces 

for students to reconnect. By September, we were 

prepared to host in-person gatherings again.  

The team accomplished this with excellent 

communication and proper safety protocols.

A Solid Foundation

BETHANY STUDENT 
MINISTRIES (BSM)
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In September, my wife, Anna and I had the privilege of joining the 

Bethany family, and we believe the timing was only God’s doing. 

Having a new Pastor join the team is a major shift by itself, but we 

wasted no time making the necessary additions and shifts to set 

ourselves up for future success.

Steps We Have Taken

Since day one, it has been our goal to ensure BSM has excellent 

leadership. One of our priorities right away was to connect with 

and learn from the current leaders of the ministry and build upon 

the solid foundation they have laid. By the end of the year, the 

leadership team grew from 5 to 10 leaders and has a new platform 

for communication and development.

Additionally, we took on a project of renovating and redesigning the 

production technology in the Event Center. It was a large project 

and needed outside assistance. We called in a team from The 

Freedom Center Church in Fenton, MI, who had expertise in ministry 

production. Within two days of work, the project was completed. 

The Event Center production technology is now back to excellent 

condition and working order which helps us create unforgettable 

experiences for students.

We have seen exciting momentum in the attendance of our weekly 

gatherings as well as buy-in and trust from the families we get to 

work with. Anna and I look forward to seeing all that God has in 

store for 2021 and look back with gratitude on all He did in 2020.
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BETHANY KIDS 
ELEMENTARY

Bethany Kids had a great year! We saw tremendous growth  

in our kids’ prayer lives as well as their connection with God. 

Our emphasis on who God calls us to be complimented the  

launch of the Bethany Kids Discipleship Program.

As we were preparing to ‘kick things into high gear’,  

Covid hit. We responded and set the pace for families with 

Bethany Kids Online family program. We poured into our 

team and executed a comeback plan for families that was 

both safe and considerate.

As a church we finished multiple small group kids rooms,  

expanded our elementary kids stage, and took advantage 

of Bethany’s church-wide tech upgrade, benefiting Bethany 

Kids’ online experience.

As we head into 2021, we look to emphasize who God says 

we are: we are loved, we belong, and we have a purpose. 

This year our kids will be challenged to create identity 

statements about who God has created them to be. We 

want our kids to remember who God says they are!

Loving leads  
to belonging 
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Key things to look for in 2021:

• We will expand our parent resources

• Explore new ways to reach kids in their neighborhoods

• Craft fun and effective discipleship tools

• Engage in meaningful conversation with kids online

Thank you, Bethany families, for partnering with us as we 

continue not only to take care of the next generation—but 

to empower and equip our kids to be everything God has 

made them to be!

Pictured: Dana has faithfully led  

as part of Bethany Kids for years!  

She and Tom, Dana’s husband, often 

serve together. Later this year they 

will be moving south to be with family. 

Thank you for modeling Jesus’ for our 

young ones. We will miss you both!
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2020 was an incredible year for BKLC! 

Bethany Kids Learning Center continues to be a thriving ministry at 

Bethany. We remain at full capacity, and our dedicated staff of 25 

have the amazing opportunity to minister to 150 families every day.

Because we had focused on improving our facility and team so 

much in the year 2019 we focused on outreach to the families and 

community in 2020!

Early in the year, we helped complete a Madison School teacher 

lounge renovation and continued the growth of the relationship with 

the staff at one of our most attended schools from families who also 

receive care at BKLC. 

We had the honor of serving our community amid a global pandemic 

by caring for our health care workers’ little ones so they could stay 

working! This meant we had to overcome a series of mandates, 

executive orders, different cleaning procedures, masks, protocols, 

etc.! It was worth the hard work to know that we were helping others! 

In the fall, we kicked off a new season of Wednesday gatherings for 

the children. Each week all of the kids are being taught how much 

Jesus loves them by an age-appropriate daily bible time and a 

weekly gathering! It is hands down the highlight of the week for our 

students and teachers, too! 

From Child Care to  
Learning Center

BETHANY KIDS  
LEARNING CENTER
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During the last couple months of 2020, we partnered with Adrian public schools and the families 

at BKLC and we were able to raise a significant amount of money for low income kids to receive 

meals while the schools were closed for the holidays! It was such an amazing opportunity to have the 

families and kids here make a direct impact on the families in the community around us and really 

catch the vision for giving to others that are in need! 

These are just a few highlights of an incredible year for BKLC. None of this would have been possible 

if we didn’t have the most amazing staff ever! With everything that this last year had to hold, the 

staff at BKLC went above and beyond, with a smile on their face, and provided excellent care for the 

children and their families, showing what it looked like to be the hands and feet of Jesus! 

Families are being impacted through the ministry at the learning center and we couldn’t be more 

pleased with how our year of 2020 went!

Taking steps together, 

Krista Sharpe



19

Taking steps 
together
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GROUPS & 
DISCIPLESHIP

Groups

In Groups we had a great start with 25 groups with an average of 12 

in each group, with roughly 300 people involved in groups. Groups 

moved to online platforms and Zoom due to restrictions. This made 

connecting in groups challenging but we were better prepared for 

the second semester in which we had 28 groups. We saw through 

2020 just how important groups are in connecting people. We saw 

drive by parades and groups providing meals for each other. We saw 

the power and encouragement that can happen when people come 

together. Though 2020 offered some challenges groups thrived!  

We are excited about what God is going to do in 2021!

Connections

The Connections team has been in transition through the past year. 

With the help and support of Kasha Henley and Amanda Mauricio 

we have had many volunteers and all areas (greeters, host, parking 

lot, ushers, coffee team) running well. The team ended the year 

under the care of Pastor Dan. The team continues to grow and greet 

people with a joyful spirit, making first impressions of Bethany a 

warm family atmosphere.
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Counseling

This year we were able to help many people through challenges. We 

saw people take steps and find healing in their marriages. Individuals 

found peace from anxiety and fear. We counseled couples who were 

excited to get married. Together we helped people work through 

abuse and addiction. We worked extensively with eight couples and 

six individuals in counseling. God is still at work in even though the 

world has been shut down for much of the year!

This year we worked with a particular couple to see God bring 

restoration to their marriage. They shared their experience with a 

young person who also was in need. He decided to come to church 

to see for himself. On his first Sunday he filled out a connect and 

prayer request card. Part of that request was to talk with a counselor. 

Him and I conneected and now this young man is growing and 

faithfully attends.

Building, Grounds, & Facilities

The building team has been busy this year. With the biggest 

undertaking being the upper level office remodel. The remodel 

started about a week into the COVID lockdown. Currently about 95% 

finished, the newly renovated office space is nearing completion! 

This will be the first time that Bethany volunteers and staff will be 

able to collobrate in one centralized and purpose-built creative 

workspace.

The gounds and maintenance team started the year with a deep 

clean and declutter of the Annex building. This project took a few 

months to clean up and sell the many years worth of storage and 

supply. Onto the Barn, we installed railing around the loft for safety, 

cleaned and organized the loft, and built a much needed stair case 

as well. 

The facilities team has kept weekly cleaning of the building a top 

priority. The cleaning crew does a quality job at keeping the church 

clean and tidy. In addition to cleaning at the church the team has 

also acquired and maintained the Clinton ‘Oak Openings’ building 

as well.
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Caring For Our Seniors
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CARE & BENEVOLENCE

Pouring Out So God Can Pour In

Perhaps, the population most affected by the pandemic 

is our seniors. Ministry to our seniors was impacted by the 

cancellation of events, the isolation of being at home as 

precaution, and loneliness as well. Some beautiful outcomes 

of these negativities were to see the church step up and 

provide care one for another, whether that was thru phone 

calls, encouragement cards, a “masked” short visit, a meal 

provided, or a drive by birthday parade with posters and 

balloons. We are stronger, in spite of COVID! 

Some additional notes worth mentioning: The 50+ group has 

begun again in the Event Center at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday 

between gatherings. Attendance is increasing! If you are a 

senior and do not attend, it is highly recommended.  

Events are scheduled throughout 2021 for our seniors  

so be on the lookout for details.

Community Care and Benevolence

There have been many requests for benevolence due to the 

pandemic’s effects on employment. We helped 20 families 

with assistance in utility bills, rent, groceries, gas, and other 

areas—all to bring people ‘One Step Closer.’ It is Bethany’s 

policy never to give money. The benevolence fund pays 

directly to ones billing account (whether rent, utility, etc.)  

In 2020 Bethany gave $1,600 to those inside and outside  

our church family.
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As we all know and have experienced, 2020 was a year of change 

and the unexpected. We experienced that in a significant way 

when we felt God calling us to resign from our church in Marshall, 

Michigan. It was a massive change for our family that had more 

questions than answers. If you have been serving the Lord for any 

given time, I’m sure you can relate. But one thing we have always 

known is, God is faithful. In October 2020, we were asked if we 

would help fill in for a Sunday worship service. On October 25th, 

we were honored to lead the church in worship. That Sunday, we 

felt a stirring in our hearts for the ministry and people at Bethany. 

Days became weeks, weeks became months, and we were officially 

announced as the Worship and Facility directors on February 14th. 

Over the past few months working with the worship team, we have 

begun to build great relationships that go beyond the stage. At the 

heart of all ministry is people. We are blessed as a church to have 

people with such amazing gifts and talents. But more importantly, 

a team of people who have a heart to worship the Lord in spirit 

and in truth (John 4:24). We also have a fantastic team of people 

who serve behind the scenes in sound, tech, media, camera, and 

streaming. Everything you see or hear, everyone has a key part and 

we are blessed to serve them! Through Worship and Creative Arts, 

we are able to reach and connect with families worldwide. Although 

we miss seeing people in our Sunday Gatherings, we are blessed 

to have the people and tools to reach people beyond our physical 

gathering to encourage, engage, worship, and bring people  

‘One Step Closer.’

We will continue building teams and developing talents, gifts, 

ministries, and people. We look forward to getting to know  

and serve with you. God is so faithful and good!

On Ear th as it is in Heaven
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Thank you, Kingdom Builders, for investing in generations of leaders. 
This year, we partnered together to invest over $80,000—debt free 
thanks to your partnership—in Bethany’s video streaming and audio 
platforms. Now, in 2021, we intend to launch an equally powerful 
online ministry engagment platform.

Crafting meaningful online experiences.
Meaningful moments online are increasingly crafted with high-
definition videography and production. In 2020 we continued our 
investment in broadcast recording equipment and HD ‘simulcast 
ready’ projectors and screens. With our technology partners’ help 
(LiveSpace A/V Integrators), high-definition Black Magic URSA  
cameras and control systems are now in operation.

Providing equitable access for everyone who calls Bethany home.
Engaging with those who cannot attend due to health or differently-
abled circumstances is pivotal for our families’ wellbeing. New lighting, 
cameras, lenses, and audio capture gear, including a portable three-
point lighting kit and two budget-friendly Black Magic Studio mini 
cameras, are now being used to capture Sunday gatherings and 
broadcast mid-week prayer and worship nights. We can’t wait to 
capture your testimonies and share stories of how God is moving!

Yes, sometimes seeing is believing.
First impressions are critical. This year we invested in state-of-the-art 
video switching and color grading equipment and software, including 
an industry-standard Black Magic Design video switcher and color 
grading Mac workstation. Effective color grading and lighting is 
essential for quality broadcast-level video.

Setting the foundation for audio broadcasting.
One of the most requested features of 2020 has been the return 
of podcasting. To accomplish this, we’ve invested in a live online 
audio mixing workstation. Utilizing Dante and Logic Pro online audio 
editing and mixing software, not only in 2021 do we hope to share our 
gatherings via podcast, but we are also in the preliminary planning 
stages of providing opportunities for aspiring audio engineers, 
videographers, and worship artists to hone their craft.

Together we overcame in 2020; despite this past year’s challenges, 
2021 is poised to advance The Church like never before!
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Over 400 
online 

viewers 
per week

184 engaged 
viewers who 

posted 66,700 
engagements

 693 net 
followers 

on 
Facebook

793,500 
minutes 

watched on 
Facebook
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The Executive Department had a number of challenges in 2020: 

the COVID-19 pandemic affected our finances, event planning, 

and personnel. Under the dynamic leadership of Pastors Brian and 

Kasha, we were able to pivot early on in the pandemic and retool our 

operations. We switched from focusing on in-person events to online 

engagement and humanitarian relief. This effort required administrative 

maneuvering to support; the result was a robust performance in an 

otherwise difficult season.

The Executive Department secured over $235,000 in grants and relief 

from federal and state programs aimed at keeping organizations 

running during the shutdowns. We successfully completed the transfer 

of the Oak Openings building from the Clinton Arts Center to Bethany 

Assembly, unprecedented in our church’s history. We restructured our 

Team to meet the needs of our assembly in the novel dual-worship 

environment necessitated by the shutdowns. We also generated a 

comprehensive reopening plan aimed at resuming in-person  

gatherings safely. 

I am especially proud of the Operations Team and the Stewardship 

Team. The Operations Team, along with our staff, called every person 

on our contact list during the shutdowns to make sure they were doing 

well and to pray with them. Upon reopening, the Stewardship Team’s 

faithfulness in serving on-site made resuming in-person gatherings 

possible. It has been my privilege to lead these teams, onboard new 

staff members, and support the vital work of the church through the 

spiritual gift of administration this past year. 

In Christ,

Amanda & Executive Department

Retooling Operations
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Together          we are
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Our Core Values
We take steps together

We love authentically

We live generously

We invest in the next

We share our story 

We create unforgettable experiences 

We are FEARLESS


