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OPENING   
Jesus is the Greatest of All Time.  Yes, we have heroes in various sports who have performed far above the average 
player, but only one is the Champion for the ages and He is Jesus Christ.  This week we are starting a new series 
based upon the Book of Hebrews.  The anonymous author describes how Jesus is greater than Moses, Joshua, 
Joseph, Jewish Law, and religious leaders.  The theme of Hebrews is Jesus is Greater, so don’t give up. 

SCRIPTURE1 
Hebrews 1:1- 1:5, 13    In the past, God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in 

various ways; but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and 
through whom also he made the universe.  The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of 
his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.  After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty in heaven.  So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is 
superior to theirs.  For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have become your 
Father”?  Or again, “I will be his father, and he will be my Son”?  … To which of the angels did God ever say, “Sit at 
my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet”? 

Hebrews 2:1   We must pay the most careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift 

away. 
Hebrews 12:2-3   … fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.  For the joy set before him he 

endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of God.  Consider him, who endured such 
opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

OBSERVATION 
To understand the Book of Hebrews, we need some background.  It was written to Hebrew Christians.  These were 
people who grew up in Israel and were educated in the Old Testament Jewish religious system.  They understood 
Passover and sacrifices and traveled to Jerusalem each year to attend major festivals.  In the New Testament, the 
Apostles wrote letters to the local churches they had founded.  Paul wrote thirteen of them and other authors 
were Peter, John, James and Jude.  But we don’t know which of them, if any, wrote Hebrews.  Paul signed his 
letters, but since this one is unsigned, we question whether or not he wrote it.  In any case, each letter was 
forwarded throughout the Mediterranean and East Asia areas so everyone in the newly planted churches could 
benefit from them.  But when this book was written, these new Christians were experiencing persecution from 
their own culture.  Additionally, Nero the emperor of Rome at the time, was coming after them to torture and kill 
them.   Their old religion was beginning to look good to them.  At least no one was trying to destroy them.  They 
wouldn’t lose their jobs, their homes, or their families because of their faith.  What these Hebrews were not 
understanding was that the entire Old Testament was building up to Jesus. God revealed himself there piece by 
piece until Jesus came and we could see the complete picture of God.   

Question:  When have you begun something new and then backed off  when things got difficult? 

 

                                                           
1 All scripture is NIV unless otherwise indicated 



APPLICATION     
The author of Hebrews was warning the Jewish Christians about drifting back to their old religion when things got 
tough.   He is now warning us about the same thing:  When things get tough for us, like being ridiculed for 
believing in Jesus or for getting baptized, are we also turning and running back to what feels comfortable or safe?  
But you know, we need to get over ourselves and persevere in a faith that overcomes everything.  Remember that 
the martyrs suffered and died for our right to believe and live out that same faith in safety.  

Question:  When have you been ridiculed by your family due to your faith?  What did you do? 

There is a natural attraction in the human psyche toward spiritual things.  It seems that every year there is a new 
spiritual affinity that has nothing to do with Jesus, i.e. New Age or various cultic doctrines.  Paul warned us 
numerous times about false prophets and those who were luring new Christians away the basic tenets of 
Christianity.   Here we are this week being warned not to drift away from what we know is true, because there is a 
drift factor in each one of us.  Some of us used to go to church regularly – now we go sporadically; we used to pray 
every morning – now we do it periodically or when we are in real trouble; and we used to read the Bible 
consistently, according to a plan, now we plan to read it less often.   We don’t plan to drift.  It is slow, incremental 
and unintentional. It is hard to actually see it happening.  Like the frog in a pot of water doesn’t realize it is heating 
up because it is happening so slowly so he doesn’t hop out -- and you know the result.     

Question:  What is happening in your life to cause you to become apathetic about your Christianity?  What is 

heating up slowly in your life and deceiving you into thinking you are safe? Are you lukewarm like the Church at 
Laodicea?2  What can you do to intensify your Christian experience and draw closer  to Jesus? 

Question:  Do you see apathy toward Jesus in your children?  What can you do to help them reignite their faith? 

We can’t drift away from something without drifting toward something.  Whatever becomes our focus determines 
our direction.  This is why false religions are thriving.  They seem spiritual because we all have a void in us we are 
trying to fill and we will fill that void with something.  That something needs to be Jesus if we truly want a rich and 
fulfilled life.  When we move away from God’s Word and His direction for our lives, we take the risk of becoming 
an apathetic drifter.  We drift away from God’s purposes for our lives toward 1) something that feels spiritual; 2)  
our old lives when things get tough, and 3) distractions.   Unfortunately, too often we drift in our marriages and 
other relationships, also.  No one says, “I am going to stop loving my spouse today or caring about my friends.”  
But it happens if we are not paying attention. When it’s too late, we face the consequences in years that are 
wasted, relationships that are destroyed -- and guilt and shame become our daily bread.    

Question:  When have you stopped paying attention, stopped nurturing a relationship and lost it?  What did you 

do to regain it?  What have you exalted above Jesus? 

Question:  The Crossing offers two terrific experiences in the Alpha and Rooted programs to enhance our 

intimacy with Christ.  When will you decide to commit to one or both of these opportunities?  Why would you 
decide not to? Who do you know that would benefit from them?  When will you invite them to come? 
But just as we drifted away, we can refocus our attention in order to come back.  We need to pay attention at all 
times to Jesus and what He wants us to be doing.  It’s all about Him.  From the beginning to the end it all belongs 
to Jesus:  from the creation of the universe to the end of all things -- it is all about Him.  If we want to know what 
God is like, we need to look at Jesus.  If we want to know what value God places on us, we need to look at how 
Jesus valued people.  If we want to know where God is when we are suffering, we need to look at the way Jesus 
cared for suffering people.  Jesus is the exact representation of God.  He finished everything for us:  worldly things, 
worship of angels, our sinful natures, fear, worry, anxiety about our circumstances, and best of all – SATAN.  Jesus 
is greater than anything so don’t give up -- now is the time to recommit  and persevere in our  faith.  The Greatest 
One is calling us back to Him!. 
 

PRAYER  
Heavenly Father, we have been blessed to live in a country where don’t have to die for our faith, yet we still are in 
danger of drifting from it due to apathy.  Help us to commit ourselves to seeking a more intimate, richer 
relationship with Jesus.  He is the only answer to the evil we encounter in the world every day.  In Jesus’ name.  
Amen 

                                                           
2 Revelation 3:14-22 


